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Dedication

TO

M. TALLEYRAND PERIGORD,

LATE BISHOP OF AUTUN.

Sir:Ñ

Having r ead wi th gr eat ple asure a pamphle t, which y ou have latel y

publishe d, on National Educ ation, I de dicate this v olume to y ou, the

first de dication tha t I ha ve ever wri t ten, to induc e you to r ead it

wi th at ten tion; and, be cause I think tha t you will understand me,

which I do not suppose man y per t wi tlings will, who ma y ridicule

the ar guments the y are unable to answ er. But, sir , I carr y my respect

for y our understanding still far ther: so far , that I am c onf iden t you

will not thr ow my work aside, and hastil y conclude tha t I am in

the wr ong because you did not vie w the subje ct in the same lig ht

yourself. And par don m y fr ankness, but I must obser ve, that you

tr eated i t in too cursor y a manner , conten ted to c onsider i t as

it had be en consider ed former ly, when the rig hts of man, not to

advert to w oman, w ere tr ampled on as chimeric al. I call upon y ou,

ther efore, now to w eigh what I ha ve advanced respecting the rig hts

of woman, and na tional e ducation; and I c all wi th the f irm tone o f

humani ty. For m y arguments, sir , are dic tated by a disin ter ested

spiri t: I ple ad for m y sex, not f or m yself. Independenc e I have long

consider ed as the gr and blessing o f lif e, the basis of every vir tue;

and independenc e I will e ver secur e by contr acting m y wants,

thoug h I were to liv e on a barr en heath.

It is, then, an af fection f or the whole human r ace that mak es my

pen dar t r apidl y along to suppor t wha t I belie ve to be the c ause

of vir tue: and the same motiv e leads me earnestl y to wish to se e

woman plac ed in a sta tion in which she w ould ad vance, instead

of r etar ding, the pr ogress of those g lorious principles tha t g ive a

substanc e to mor ality. My opinion, inde ed, respecting the rig hts

and duties o f woman, seems to f low so natur ally fr om these simple
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principles, tha t I think i t scarcely possible, but tha t some o f the

enlar ged minds who f orme d your admir able consti tution, will

coincide wi th me.

In France, ther e is undoubte dly a mor e general dif fusion o f

knowledge than in an y par t o f the E uropean wor ld, and I a t tri bute

it, in a gr eat me asure, to the social in ter course which has long

subsisted between the sexes. It is true, I ut ter m y sentimen ts wi th

fr eedom, tha t in F rance the very essence of sensuali ty has been

extr acted to r egale the voluptuar y, and a kind o f sentimen tal lust

has prevailed, which, tog ether wi th the system o f duplici ty tha t

the whole tenor o f their poli tic al and civil g overnmen t ta ught, have

given a sinister sor t o f sagacity to the F rench char acter , proper ly

terme d f inesse; and a polish o f manners tha t in jures the substanc e,

by hun ting sinc eri ty out o f socie ty. And, modest y, the fair est garb

of vir tue has been mor e grossly insulte d in France than even in

England, till their w omen have tr eated as PRUDISH that at ten tion to

decency which brutes instinc tiv ely observe.

Manners and mor als are so nearly allied, tha t the y have often

been confounde d; but, thoug h the f ormer should onl y be the na tur al

ref lection o f the la t ter , yet, when v arious c auses have produced

facti tious and c orrupt manners, which ar e very early caught,

mor ality becomes an empt y name. The personal r eserve, and sacred

respect f or cle anliness and delic acy in domestic lif e, which F rench

women almost despise, ar e the gr aceful pillars o f modest y; but, far

fr om despising them, if the pur e f lame of patriotism ha ve reached

their bosoms, the y should labour to impr ove the mor als of their

fellow-ci tiz ens, by teaching men, not onl y to r espect modest y in

women, but to ac quir e it themsel ves, as the only way to meri t their

esteem.

Contending f or the rig hts of women, m y main ar gument is built

on this simple principle, tha t if she be not pr epared by education

to be come the c ompanion o f man, she will stop the pr ogress of

knowledge, for truth must be c ommon to all, or i t will be

inef f icacious wi th r espect to i ts inf luenc e on general pr actic e. And

how can woman be expected to c o-oper ate, unless she kno w wh y
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she ought to be vir tuous? Unless fr eedom str engthen her r eason till

she compr ehend her dut y, and see in wha t manner i t is c onnected

wi th her r eal good? If childr en are to be educated to understand

the true principle o f patriotism, their mother must be a pa triot; and

the lo ve of mankind, fr om which an or der ly tr ain of vir tues spring,

can onl y be pr oduced by considering the mor al and civil in ter est

of mankind; but the e ducation and si tuation o f woman, at pr esent,

shuts her out fr om such in vestigations.

In this w ork I have produced many arguments, which to me w ere

conclusiv e, to pr ove, that the pr evailing notion r especting a sexual

character w as subversive of mor ality, and I have contende d, tha t to

render the human bod y and mind mor e perf ect, chasti ty must mor e

univ ersally pr evail, and tha t chasti ty will ne ver be r espected in the

male wor ld till the person o f a woman is not, as i t w ere, idoliz ed

when li t tle vir tue or sense embellish i t wi th the gr and tr aces of

mental beaut y, or the in ter esting simplici ty of affection.

Consider , Sir , dispassionatel y, these obser vations, f or a glimpse

of this truth se emed to open bef ore you when y ou obser ved, Òthat

to see one half o f the human r ace exclude d by the other fr om

all par ticipa tion o f governmen t, w as a politic al phenomenon tha t,

according to abstr act principles, i t w as impossible to e xplain.Ó If so,

on wha t does y our c onsti tution r est? If the abstr act rig hts of man

will be ar discussion and e xplanation, those o f woman, by a pari ty

of r easoning, will not shrink fr om the same test: thoug h a dif ferent

opinion pr evails in this c ountr y, built on the v ery arguments which

you use to justif y the oppr ession of woman, pr escription.

Consider , I addr ess you as a legislator , whether , when men

contend f or their fr eedom, and to be allo wed to judg e for

themsel ves, respecting their o wn happiness, i t be not inc onsisten t

and un just to subjuga te w omen, even thoug h you f irml y believe

that you are acting in the manner best c alculated to pr omote their

happiness? Who made man the e xclusiv e judge, if w oman par take

wi th him the g if t o f r eason?

In this st yle, argue tyrants of every denomina tion fr om the w eak

king to the w eak father o f a famil y; the y are all eager to crush
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reason; yet always assert tha t the y usurp i ts thr one onl y to be

useful. Do y ou not ac t a similar par t, when y ou FORCE all women, by

denying them civil and poli tic al rig hts, to r emain immur ed in their

families gr oping in the dar k? For sur ely, sir, you will not asser t, tha t

a dut y can be binding which is not f ounde d on r eason? If, inde ed,

this be their destina tion, ar guments may be dr awn fr om r eason; and

thus augustl y suppor ted, the mor e understanding w omen acquir e,

the mor e they will be a t tached to their dut y, compr ehending i t, f or

unless the y compr ehend i t, unless their mor als be fixed on the same

immutable principles as those o f man, no a uthori ty can make them

dischar ge it in a vir tuous manner . They may be convenien t slaves,

but slavery will ha ve its constan t ef fect, degr ading the master and

the abject dependen t.

But, if w omen ar e to be exclude d, wi thout ha ving a voice, from a

participa tion o f the na tur al rig hts of mankind, pr ove first, to w ard

off the char ge of in justic e and inc onsistenc y, that the y want r eason,

else this f law in y our NEW CO NSTITUTI ON, the f irst c onsti tution

founde d on r eason, will e ver show tha t man must, in some shape,

act lik e a tyrant, and t yranny, in wha tever par t o f socie ty i t r ears i ts

brazen fr ont, will e ver undermine mor ality.

I have repeatedly asserted, and pr oduced what appeared to me

irr efr agable arguments dr awn fr om mat ters o f fact, to pr ove my

assertion, tha t w omen c annot, b y force, be conf ined to domestic

concerns; f or the y will ho wever ignor ant, in terme ddle wi th mor e

weighty affairs, neg lecting priv ate duties onl y to disturb, b y cunning

tricks, the or der ly plans of r eason which rise abo ve their

compr ehension.

Besides, whilst the y are only made to ac quir e personal

accomplishmen ts, men will se ek for ple asure in variety, and fai thless

husbands will mak e faithless wiv es; such ignor ant beings, inde ed,

will be v ery excusable when, not ta ught to r espect public g ood, nor

allowed any civil rig ht, the y at tempt to do themsel ves justice by

retalia tion.

The box of mischief thus opene d in socie ty, what is to pr eserve
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priv ate vir tue, the onl y securi ty of public fr eedom and univ ersal

happiness?

Let ther e be then no c oercion ESTABLISHED in socie ty, and the

common la w of gr avity pr evailing, the se xes will fall in to their pr oper

places. And, now tha t mor e equi table laws are forming y our ci tiz ens,

marriag e may become mor e sacred; your y oung men ma y choose

wives from motiv es of affection, and y our maidens allo w lo ve to r oot

out v anity.

The father o f a famil y will not then w eaken his consti tution and

debase his sentimen ts, by visi ting the har lot, nor f orget, in obe ying

the c all of appeti te, the purpose f or which i t w as implan ted; and the

mother will not neg lect her childr en to pr actise the ar ts of coquetr y,

when sense and modest y secur e her the friendship o f her husband.

But, till men be come at ten tiv e to the dut y of a father , it is vain to

expect w omen to spend tha t time in their nurser y which the y, Òwise

in their g eneration,Ó choose to spend at their g lass; for this e xertion

of cunning is onl y an instinc t o f natur e to enable them to obtain

indir ectl y a li t tle o f tha t po wer of which the y are unjustl y denie d

a share; for, if w omen ar e not permi t ted to en joy legitima te rig hts,

they will r ender both men and themsel ves vicious, to obtain illici t

privileg es.

I wish, sir , to set some in vestigations o f this kind af loat in F rance;

and should the y lead to a conf irma tion o f my principles, when y our

consti tution is r evised, the rig hts of woman may be respected, if

it be full y pr oved tha t r eason calls for this r espect, and loudl y

demands JUSTICE for one half o f the human r ace.

I am, sir ,

Yours r espectfull y,

M. W.
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Introduction

After c onsidering the historic pag e, and viewing the living w or ld

wi th anxious solici tude, the most melanchol y emotions o f sorr owful

indigna tion ha ve depr essed my spiri ts, and I ha ve sighed when

oblig ed to c onfess, that ei ther na tur e has made a great dif ference

between man and man, or tha t the civiliza tion, which has hi ther to

taken place in the w or ld, has been very par tial. I ha ve turne d over

various books wri t ten on the subje ct o f education, and pa tien tl y

observed the c onduc t o f par ents and the manag ement o f schools;

but wha t has been the r esult? a pr ofound c onviction, tha t the

neglected education o f my fellow cr eatur es is the gr and sour ce of

the miser y I deplor e; and tha t w omen in par ticular , are render ed

weak and wr etche d by a variety of concurring c auses, orig inating

fr om one hast y conclusion. The c onduc t and manners o f women,

in fac t, eviden tl y pr ove, that their minds ar e not in a he alth y state;

for, like the f lowers tha t ar e planted in too rich a soil, str ength and

usefulness ar e sacrif iced to be aut y; and the f launting le aves, after

having ple ased a fastidious e ye, fade, disr egarded on the stalk, long

before the season when the y ought to ha ve arriv ed at maturi ty.

One cause of this barr en blooming I a t tri bute to a false system o f

education, ga ther ed fr om the books wri t ten on this subje ct by men,

who, c onsidering f emales rather as w omen than human cr eatur es,

have been mor e anxious to mak e them alluring mistr esses than

rational wiv es; and the understanding o f the se x has been so

bubble d by this spe cious homag e, that the civiliz ed women o f the

present centur y, wi th a f ew exceptions, ar e only anxious to inspir e

love, when the y ought to cherish a nobler ambi tion, and b y their

abili ties and vir tues exact r espect.

In a tr eatise, ther efore, on female rig hts and manners, the w orks

which ha ve been par ticular ly wri t ten f or their impr ovement must

not be o verlooked; especiall y when i t is asser ted, in dir ect terms,

that the minds o f women ar e enfeebled by false r efinemen t; tha t the
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books of instruc tion, wri t ten b y men o f genius, have had the same

tendenc y as more friv olous pr oduc tions; and tha t, in the true st yle

of Mahome tanism, the y are only consider ed as females, and not as a

par t o f the human spe cies, when impr ovable reason is allowed to be

the dignif ied distinc tion, which r aises men above the brute cr eation,

and puts a na tur al sceptr e in a feeble hand.

Yet, because I am a woman, I w ould not le ad my readers to

suppose, tha t I me an violen tl y to ag itate the c onteste d question

respecting the e quali ty and inf eriori ty of the se x; but as the subje ct

lies in m y way, and I cannot pass i t over wi thout subje cting the main

tendenc y of my reasoning to misc onstruc tion, I shall stop a momen t

to deliv er, in a few w ords, my opinion. I n the g overnmen t o f the

physical wor ld, i t is obser vable tha t the f emale, in general, is inf erior

to the male. The male pursues, the f emale yieldsÑthis is the la w

of natur e; and i t does not appe ar to be suspende d or abr ogated in

favour o f woman. This ph ysical superiori ty cannot be denie dÑand

it is a noble pr erogativ e! But not c onten t wi th this na tur al pr e-

eminenc e, men endeavour to sink us still lo wer, merely to r ender

us alluring obje cts for a momen t; and w omen, in toxicated by the

adoration which men, under the inf luenc e of their senses, pa y them,

do not se ek to obtain a dur able in ter est in their he arts, or to be come

the friends o f the f ellow cr eatur es who f ind amusemen t in their

society.

I am aware of an obvious inf erence: from every quar ter ha ve I

heard exclamations against masculine w omen; but wher e are they

to be f ound? I f, by this appella tion, men me an to in veigh against

their ar dour in hun ting, shooting, and gaming, I shall most c ordiall y

join in the cr y; but if i t be, against the imi tation o f manl y vir tues,

or, mor e proper ly speaking, the a t tainmen t o f those talen ts and

vir tues, the e xercise of which ennobles the human char acter , and

which r aise females in the sc ale of animal being, when the y are

compr ehensively terme d mankindÑall those who vie w them wi th a

philosophic al eye must, I should think, wish wi th me, tha t the y may

every day grow mor e and mor e masculine.

This discussion na tur ally divides the subje ct. I shall f irst c onsider
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women in the gr and lig ht o f human cr eatur es, who, in c ommon

wi th men, ar e placed on this e arth to unf old their faculties; and

after wards I shall mor e particular ly poin t out their pe culiar

designation.

I wish also to ste er cle ar of an err or, which man y respectable

wri ters ha ve fallen in to; f or the instruc tion which has hi ther to be en

addressed to w omen, has r ather be en applic able to L ADIES, if the

li t tle indir ect advice, that is scat ter ed thr ough Sandford and

Merton, be e xcepted; but, addr essing my sex in a f irmer tone, I

pay par ticular a t ten tion to those in the middle class, be cause they

appear to be in the most na tur al state. Perhaps the seeds of false

refinemen t, immor ality, and vanity have ever been shed by the gr eat.

Weak, artif icial beings r aised above the c ommon w ants and

affections o f their r ace, in a pr ematur e unnatur al manner ,

undermine the v ery foundation o f vir tue, and spr ead corruption

thr ough the whole mass o f socie ty! As a class of mankind the y have

the str ongest claim to pi ty! the education o f the rich tends to r ender

them v ain and helpless, and the unf olding mind is not str engthene d

by the pr actic e of those duties which dignif y the human char acter .

They onl y live to amuse themsel ves, and by the same law which

in natur e invariabl y pr oduces certain ef fects, the y soon onl y afford

barr en amusement.

But as I purpose taking a separ ate vie w of the dif ferent r anks of

society, and of the mor al character o f women, in e ach, this hin t is,

for the pr esent, suf f icien t; and I ha ve only allude d to the subje ct,

because it appears to me to be the v ery essence of an in tr oduc tion

to g ive a cursor y account o f the c onten ts of the w ork i t in tr oduces.

My own sex, I hope, will e xcuse me, if I tr eat them lik e rational

creatur es, instead of f lat tering their F ASCINATING graces, and

viewing them as if the y were in a state o f perpe tual childhood,

unable to stand alone. I e arnestl y wish to poin t out in wha t true

digni ty and human happiness c onsistsÑ I wish to persuade w omen

to ende avour to ac quir e str ength, both o f mind and bod y, and to

convinc e them, tha t the so ft phr ases, suscepti bili ty of heart,

delic acy of sentimen t, and r efinemen t o f taste, ar e almost
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synonymous wi th epi the ts of weakness, and that those beings who

are only the obje cts of pi ty and tha t kind o f love, which has be en

terme d i ts sister , will soon be come objects of contempt.

Dismissing then those pr et ty feminine phr ases, which the men

condescending ly use to so ften our sla vish dependenc e, and

despising tha t w eak elegancy of mind, e xquisi te sensibili ty, and

sweet docili ty of manners, suppose d to be the se xual char acteristics

of the w eaker vessel, I wish to sho w tha t eleganc e is inf erior to

vir tue, tha t the f irst obje ct o f laudable ambi tion is to obtain a

character as a human being, r egardless of the distinc tion o f sex; and

that secondar y views should be br ought to this simple touchstone.

This is a r ough sketch o f my plan; and should I e xpr ess my

conviction wi th the ener getic emotions tha t I f eel whene ver I think

of the subje ct, the dic tates of experienc e and ref lection will be

felt b y some of my readers. Animated by this impor tant object, I

shall disdain to cull m y phr ases or polish m y styleÑ I aim at being

useful, and sinc eri ty will r ender me unaf fected; for wishing r ather to

persuade by the f orce of my arguments, than daz zle by the eleganc e

of my language, I shall not w aste my time in r ounding periods, nor in

fabric ating the tur gid bombast o f ar tif icial f eelings, which, c oming

fr om the he ad, never r each the he art. I shall be emplo yed about

things, not w ords! and, anxious to r ender m y sex mor e respectable

members o f socie ty, I shall tr y to avoid tha t f lowery dic tion which

has slided fr om essays into no vels, and fr om no vels into familiar

let ters and c onversation.

These pr et ty nothings, these c aric atur es of the r eal beaut y of

sensibili ty, dropping g libly fr om the tongue, vi tia te the taste, and

create a kind o f sickl y delic acy tha t turns a way fr om simple

unadorne d truth; and a delug e of false sentimen ts and o ver-

str etche d feelings, stif ling the na tur al emotions o f the he art, r ender

the domestic ple asures insipid, tha t oug ht to sw eeten the e xercise

of those severe duties, which e ducate a r ational and immor tal being

for a nobler f ield o f action.

The education o f women has, of late, been mor e at tende d to than

former ly; yet the y are still r eckoned a friv olous sex, and ridicule d
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or pi tie d by the wri ters who ende avour b y satir e or instruc tion to

impr ove them. I t is ackno wledged tha t the y spend man y of the f irst

years of their liv es in acquiring a sma t tering o f accomplishmen ts:

meanwhile, str ength o f bod y and mind ar e sacrif iced to li ber tine

notions o f beaut y, to the desir e of establishing themsel ves, the onl y

way women c an rise in the w or ldÑb y marriag e. And this desir e

making mer e animals of them, when the y marr y, they act as such

childr en may be expected to ac t: the y dr ess; they pain t, and

nickname GodÕs creatur es. Surely these w eak beings are only f it f or

the ser aglio! Can the y govern a famil y, or tak e care of the poor babes

whom the y bring in to the w or ld?

If then i t can be fair ly deduced fr om the pr esent conduc t o f the

sex, fr om the pr evalent f ondness f or ple asure, which tak es place of

ambi tion and those nobler passions tha t open and enlar ge the soul;

that the instruc tion which w omen have received has onl y tende d,

wi th the c onsti tution o f civil socie ty, to r ender them insignif icant

objects of desir e; mere propagators o f fools! if i t can be pr oved,

that in aiming to ac complish them, wi thout cultiv ating their

understandings, the y are taken out o f their spher e of duties, and

made ridiculous and useless when the shor t liv ed bloom o f beaut y

is over1, I pr esume tha t RATIONAL men will e xcuse me for

endeavouring to persuade them to be come mor e masculine and

respectable.

Indeed the w ord masculine is onl y a bugbear: ther e is li t tle r eason

to f ear tha t w omen will ac quir e too much c our age or f or ti tude;

for their appar ent inf eriori ty wi th r espect to bodil y str ength, must

render them, in some degr ee, dependen t on men in the v arious

relations o f lif e; but wh y should i t be incr eased by pr ejudic es that

give a sex to vir tue, and c onfound simple truths wi th sensual

reveries?

Women ar e, in fac t, so much degr aded by mistak en notions o f

1.A lively wri ter , I cannot r ecollect his name, asks wha t

business women turne d of for ty have to do in the w or ld.
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female excellenc e, that I do not me an to add a par adox when I

assert, tha t this ar tif icial w eakness produces a propensi ty to

tyrannize, and gives bir th to cunning, the na tur al opponen t o f

str ength, which le ads them to pla y off those c ontempti ble infan tile

airs tha t undermine este em even whilst the y exci te desir e. Do not

foster these pr ejudic es, and they will na tur ally fall in to their

subor dinate, yet r espectable sta tion in lif e.

It seems scarcely necessary to say, that I no w speak of the se x in

general. Many individuals ha ve mor e sense than their male r elativ es;

and, as nothing pr eponder ates wher e ther e is a constan t strugg le

for an equili brium, wi thout i t has natur ally mor e gravity, some

women govern their husbands wi thout degr ading themsel ves,

because intelle ct will al ways govern.
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Chapter 1: The rights and
Involved Duties of Mankind
Considered

In the pr esent sta te o f socie ty, it appears necessary to g o back to

f irst principles in se arch of the most simple truths, and to dispute

wi th some pr evailing pr ejudic e every inch o f gr ound. To clear my

way, I must be allo wed to ask some plain questions, and the answ ers

will pr obably appear as unequivocal as the axioms on which

reasoning is built; thoug h, when en tang led wi th v arious motiv es

of action, the y are formall y contr adicted, either b y the w ords or

conduc t o f men.

In what does man Õs pre-eminenc e over the brute cr eation c onsist?

The answer is as clear as that a half is less than the whole; in

Reason.

What acquir ement exalts one being abo ve another? V ir tue; w e

spontaneously reply.

For wha t purpose w ere the passions implan ted? That man b y

strugg ling wi th them mig ht at tain a degr ee of kno wledge denied to

the brutes: whispers Experienc e.

Consequentl y the perf ection o f our na tur e and capabili ty of

happiness, must be estima ted by the degr ee of r eason, vir tue, and

knowledge, that distinguish the individual, and dir ect the la ws

which bind socie ty: and tha t fr om the e xercise of r eason, knowledge

and vir tue na tur ally f low, is equally undeniable, if mankind be

viewed collectiv ely.

The rig hts and duties o f man thus simplif ied, i t seems almost

imper tinen t to a t tempt to illustr ate truths tha t appear so

incontr overti ble: yet such de eply roote d pr ejudic es have cloude d

reason, and such spurious quali ties have assumed the name o f

vir tues, tha t i t is ne cessary to pursue the c ourse o f r eason as it
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has been perple xed and in volved in err or, by various ad venti tious

cir cumstanc es, comparing the simple axiom wi th c asual deviations.

Men, in general, seem to emplo y their r eason to justif y pr ejudic es,

which the y have imbi bed, the y cannot tr ace how, rather than to

root them out. The mind must be str ong tha t r esolutel y forms i ts

own principles; f or a kind o f in telle ctual c owardice prevails which

makes many men shrink fr om the task, or onl y do i t by halves. Yet

the imperf ect conclusions thus dr awn, ar e fr equentl y very plausible,

because they are built on par tial e xperienc e, on just, thoug h narr ow,

views.

Going back to f irst principles, vic e skulks, wi th all i ts nativ e

deformi ty, from close in vestigation; but a se t o f shallo w r easoners

are always exclaiming tha t these ar guments pr ove too much, and

that a measure rot ten at the c ore may be expedien t. Thus

expedienc y is continuall y contr asted wi th simple principles, till

truth is lost in a mist o f words, vir tue in f orms, and kno wledge

render ed a sounding nothing, b y the spe cious pr ejudic es that

assume its name.

That the socie ty is forme d in the wisest manner , whose

consti tution is f ounde d on the na tur e of man, strik es, in the

abstr act, every thinking being so f orcibly, that i t looks lik e

presumption to ende avour to bring f orward pr oofs; thoug h pr oof

must be br ought, or the str ong hold o f pr escription will ne ver be

forced by reason; yet to ur ge prescription as an ar gument to justif y

the depriving men ( or w omen) of their na tur al rig hts, is one o f the

absurd sophisms which dail y insult c ommon sense.

The civiliza tion o f the bulk o f the pe ople o f Europe, is very par tial;

nay, it may be made a question, whe ther the y have acquir ed any

vir tues in e xchange for innoc ence, equivalent to the miser y

produc ed by the vic es that have been plaster ed over unsig htl y

ignor ance, and the fr eedom which has be en bar ter ed for splendid

slavery. The desir e of dazzling b y riches, the most c ertain pr e-

eminenc e that man c an obtain, the ple asure of commanding

f lat tering sy cophants, and man y other c omplic ated low calculations

of doting self -lo ve, have all contri bute d to o verwhelm the mass o f
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mankind, and mak e liber ty a convenien t handle f or mock pa triotism.

For whilst r ank and ti tles ar e held o f the utmost impor tanc e, before

which Genius Òmust hide i ts diminishe d head,Ó it is, wi th a f ew

exceptions, v ery unf or tuna te f or a nation when a man o f abili ties,

wi thout r ank or pr oper ty, pushes himself f orward to notic e. Alas!

what unhe ard of miser y have thousands suf fered to pur chase a

cardinalÕs hat f or an in triguing obscur e adventur er, who long ed to be

ranked wi th princ es, or lor d i t over them b y seizing the triple cr own!

Such, inde ed, has been the wr etche dness that has f lowed fr om

heredi tar y honours, riches, and monar chy, that men o f liv ely

sensibili ty have almost ut ter ed blasphem y in or der to justif y the

dispensations o f pr ovidenc e. Man has been held out as independen t

of his po wer who made him, or as a la wless plane t dar ting fr om

its orbi t to ste al the c elestial f ir e of r eason; and the v engeance

of heaven, lur king in the subtile f lame, suf f icien tl y punishe d his

temeri ty, by in tr oducing e vil in to the w or ld.

Impr essed by this vie w of the miser y and disor der which per vaded

society, and fatigue d wi th jostling against ar tif icial f ools, Rousseau

became enamour ed of soli tude, and, being a t the same time an

optimist, he labours wi th unc ommon eloquenc e to pr ove that man

was natur ally a soli tar y animal. Misle d by his r espect f or the

goodness of God, who c ertainl y for wha t man o f sense and feeling

can doubt i t! gave lif e only to c ommunic ate happiness, he c onsiders

evil as posi tiv e, and the w ork of man; not a ware that he w as exalting

one at tri bute at the e xpense of another , equally necessary to divine

perf ection.

Reared on a false hypothesis, his ar guments in fa vour o f a state

of natur e are plausible, but unsound. I sa y unsound; f or to asser t

that a state o f natur e is pr eferable to civiliza tion in all i ts possi ble

perf ection, is, in other w ords, to arr aign supr eme wisdom; and the

paradoxical exclamation, tha t God has made all things rig ht, and

that evil has been in tr oduced by the cr eatur e whom he f orme d,

knowing wha t he f orme d, is as unphilosophic al as impious.

When tha t wise Being, who cr eated us and plac ed us her e, saw the

fair ide a, he wille d, by allowing i t to be so, tha t the passions should
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unf old our r eason, because he could see that pr esent evil w ould

produc e futur e good. Could the helpless cr eatur e whom he c alled

fr om nothing, br eak loose fr om his pr ovidenc e, and boldl y learn to

know good by pr actising e vil wi thout his permission ? No. How could

that ener getic ad vocate f or immor tali ty argue so inc onsisten tl y?

Had mankind r emained for ever in the brutal sta te o f natur e, which

even his mag ic pen c annot pain t as a state in which a sing le vir tue

took r oot, i t w ould ha ve been clear, thoug h not to the sensi tiv e

unr ef lecting w anderer, that man w as born to run the cir cle of lif e

and death, and adorn GodÕs garden for some purpose which c ould

not e asily be reconcile d wi th his a t tri butes.

But if, to cr own the whole, ther e were to be r ational cr eatur es

produc ed, allowed to rise in e xcellenc y by the e xercise of powers

implan ted for tha t purpose; if benigni ty i tself thoug ht f it to c all in to

existenc e a creatur e above the brutes, who c ould think and impr ove

himself, wh y should tha t inestimable g if t, f or a g if t i t w as, if a man

was so created as to have a capacity to rise abo ve the sta te in which

sensation pr oduced brutal e ase, be called, in dir ect terms, a curse ?

A curse i t mig ht be r eckoned, if all our e xistenc e was bounded by

our c ontinuanc e in this w or ld; f or wh y should the gr acious fountain

of lif e give us passions, and the po wer of r ef lecting, onl y to embi t ter

our da ys, and inspir e us wi th mistak en notions o f digni ty? Why

should he le ad us fr om lo ve of oursel ves to the sublime emotions

which the disc overy of his wisdom and g oodness exci tes, if these

feelings w ere not set in motion to impr ove our na tur e, of which

they make a part, and r ender us c apable of enjoying a mor e godlik e

por tion o f happiness? Firml y persuade d tha t no e vil exists in the

wor ld tha t God did not design to tak e place, I build m y belief on the

perf ection o f God.

Rousseau exerts himself to pr ove, that all W AS right orig inall y: a

crowd of authors tha t all IS no w rig ht: and I, tha t all WILL B E right.

But, true to his f irst posi tion, ne xt to a sta te o f natur e, Rousseau

celebr ates barbarism, and, apostr ophizing the shade o f Fabricius, he

forgets tha t, in c onquering the w or ld, the Romans never dr eamed

of establishing their o wn li ber ty on a f irm basis, or o f extending
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the r eign of vir tue. Eager to suppor t his system, he stigma tiz es, as

vicious, e very effor t o f genius; and ut tering the apothe osis of savage

vir tues, he exalts those to demig ods, who w ere scarcely humanÑthe

brutal S par tans, who in def iance of justic e and grati tude, sacrif iced,

in cold blood, the sla ves that had sho wn themsel ves men to r escue

their oppr essors.

Disgusted wi th ar tif icial manners and vir tues, the ci tiz en of

Geneva, instead of pr oper ly sif ting the subje ct, thr ew away the

wheat wi th the chaf f, wi thout w aiting to inquir e whether the e vils,

which his ar dent soul turne d fr om indignan tl y, were the

consequence of civiliza tion, or the v estiges of barbarism. H e saw

vice tr ampling on vir tue, and the semblanc e of goodness taking

place of the r eality; he saw talen ts ben t by power to sinister

purposes, and ne ver thoug ht o f tr acing the g igantic mischief up to

arbi tr ary power, up to the her edi tar y distinc tions tha t clash wi th

the men tal superiori ty tha t natur ally raises a man above his fellows.

He did not per ceive, that the r egal power, in a few generations,

intr oduc es idiotism in to the noble stem, and holds out bai ts to

render thousands idle and vicious.

Nothing c an set the r egal character in a mor e contempti ble poin t

of view, than the v arious crimes tha t have elevated men to the

supreme digni ty. Vile in trigues, unna tur al crimes, and e very vice

that degr ades our na tur e, have been the steps to this distinguishe d

eminenc e; yet millions o f men ha ve supinel y allowed the ner veless

limbs o f the posteri ty of such r apacious pr owlers, to r est quie tl y on

their ensanguine d thr ones.

What but a pestilen tial v apour c an hover over socie ty, when i ts

chief dir ector is onl y instruc ted in the in vention o f crimes, or the

stupid r outine o f childish c eremonies? Will men ne ver be wise ? will

they never cease to expect corn fr om tar es, and figs fr om thistles?

It is impossi ble for any man, when the most fa vour able

cir cumstanc es concur , to acquir e suff icien t kno wledge and str ength

of mind to dischar ge the duties o f a king, en truste d wi th

uncontr olled power; how then must the y be viola ted when his v ery

elevation is an insuper able bar to the a t tainmen t o f ei ther wisdom
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or vir tue; when all the f eelings o f a man ar e stif led by f lat ter y, and

ref lection shut out b y pleasure! Surely i t is madness to mak e the

fate o f thousands depend on the c apric e of a weak fellow cr eatur e,

whose very station sinks him NECESSARILY below the me anest of

his subjects! But one po wer should not be thr own do wn to e xalt

another Ñfor all po wer in toxicates weak man; and i ts abuse pr oves,

that the mor e equali ty ther e is establishe d among men, the mor e

vir tue and happiness will r eign in socie ty. But this, and an y similar

maxim de duced fr om simple r eason, raises an outcr yÑthe chur ch

or the sta te is in dang er, if fai th in the wisdom o f antiqui ty is not

implici t; and the y who, r oused by the sig ht o f human c alamity,

dare to at tack human a uthori ty, are reviled as despisers of God,

and enemies o f man. These ar e bit ter c alumnies, y et the y reached

one of the best o f men, (Dr . Price.) whose ashes still pr each peace,

and whose memor y demands a r espectful pa use, when subjects are

discussed tha t lay so near his heart.

After a t tacking the sacr ed majesty of kings, I shall sc arcely exci te

surprise, b y adding m y f irm persuasion, tha t every pr ofession, in

which gr eat subor dination o f r ank consti tutes i ts power, is highly

in jurious to mor ality.

A standing arm y, for instanc e, is incompati ble wi th fr eedom;

because subor dination and rig our ar e the very sinews of mili tar y

discipline; and despotism is ne cessary to g ive vigour to en terprises

that one will dir ects. A spiri t inspir ed by romantic notions o f honour ,

a kind o f mor ality founde d on the fashion o f the ag e, can onl y be felt

by a few off icers, whilst the main bod y must be mo ved by command,

like the w aves of the se a; for the str ong wind o f authori ty pushes the

crowd of subalterns f orward, the y scarcely know or c are why, wi th

headlong fur y.

Besides, nothing c an be so pr ejudicial to the mor als of the

inhabi tants of countr y to wns, as the oc casional r esidence of a set

of idle superf icial y oung men, whose onl y occupation is gallan tr y,

and whose polishe d manners r ender vic e mor e dangerous, by

concealing i ts def ormi ty under ga y ornamen tal dr apery. An air o f

fashion, which is but a badg e of slavery, and pr oves that the soul
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has not a str ong individual char acter , awes simple countr y people

into an imi tation o f the vic es, when the y cannot c atch the slipper y

graces of poli teness. Every corps is a chain o f despots, who,

submi t ting and t yrannizing wi thout e xercising their r eason, become

dead weights of vic e and foll y on the c ommuni ty. A man of r ank or

for tune, sur e of rising b y in ter est, has nothing to do but to pursue

some extr avagant fr eak; whilst the ne edy GENTLEMAN, who is to

rise, as the phr ase turns, b y his meri t, becomes a servile par asite or

vile pander .

Sailors, the na val gentlemen, c ome under the same description,

only their vic es assume a different and a gr osser cast. They are mor e

posi tiv ely indolen t, when not dischar ging the c eremonials o f their

station; whilst the insignif icant f lut tering o f soldiers ma y be terme d

activ e idleness. More conf ined to the socie ty of men, the f ormer

acquir e a fondness f or humour and mischie vous tricks; whilst the

lat ter , mixing fr equentl y wi th w ell-br ed women, catch a sen timen tal

cant. But mind is e qually out o f the question, whe ther the y indulg e

the horse-la ugh or poli te simper .

May I be allo wed to e xtend the c omparison to a pr ofession wher e

mor e mind is c ertainl y to be f ound; f or the cler gy have superior

oppor tuni ties o f impr ovement, thoug h subor dination almost e qually

cramps their faculties? The blind submission impose d at college

to f orms o f belief, ser ves as a noviciate to the cur ate who most

obsequiousl y respects the opinion o f his r ector or pa tr on, if he

means to rise in his pr ofession. Perhaps ther e cannot be a mor e

forcible contr ast than be tween the ser vile, dependen t gai t o f a poor

cur ate, and the c our tl y mien o f a bishop. And the r espect and

contempt the y inspir e render the dischar ge of their separ ate

func tions e qually useless.

It is o f gr eat impor tanc e to obser ve, that the char acter o f every

man is, in some degr ee, forme d by his pr ofession. A man of sense

may onl y have a cast of countenanc e that w ears off as you tr ace his

individuali ty, whilst the w eak, common man, has sc arcely ever any

character , but wha t belongs to the bod y; at le ast, all his opinions

have been so steeped in the v at consecrated by authori ty, that
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the fain t spiri t which the gr ape of his o wn vine yields c annot be

distinguishe d.

Society, ther efore, as it becomes mor e enlig htened, should be

very careful not to establish bodies o f men who must ne cessarily be

made foolish or vicious b y the very consti tution o f their pr ofession.

In the infanc y of socie ty, when men w ere just emer ging out o f

barbarism, chiefs and priests, touching the most po werful springs

of savage conduc tÑhope and f earÑmust ha ve had unbounde d sway.

An aristocr acy, of course, is na tur ally the f irst f orm o f governmen t.

But clashing in ter ests soon losing their e quipoise, a monar chy and

hier archy br eak out o f the c onfusion o f ambi tious strugg les, and

the f oundation o f both is se cur ed by feudal tenur es. This appears

to be the orig in o f monar chial and priestl y power, and the da wn

of civiliza tion. B ut such c ombusti ble materials c annot long be pen t

up; and get ting v ent in f oreign w ars and in testine insurr ections, the

people acquir e some power in the tumult, which oblig es their rulers

to g loss over their oppr ession wi th a show of rig ht. Thus, as wars,

agricultur e, commer ce, and li ter atur e, expands the mind, despots

are compelle d, to mak e covert corruption hold fast the po wer which

was former ly snatche d by open f orce.1 And this baneful lur king

gangrene is most quickl y spread by luxur y and supersti tion, the sur e

dregs of ambi tion. The indolen t puppe t o f a cour t f irst be comes

a luxurious monster , or fastidious sensualist, and then mak es the

contagion which his unna tur al state spr eads, the instrumen t o f

tyranny.

It is the pestif erous purple which r enders the pr ogress of

civiliza tion a curse, and w arps the understanding, till men o f

1.Men of abili ties scat ter seeds that gr ow up, and have a

great inf luenc e on the f orming opinion; and when onc e

the public opinion pr eponder ates, thr ough the exertion

of r eason, the overthr ow of arbi tr ary power is not v ery

distan t.
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sensibili ty doubt whe ther the e xpansion o f in telle ct pr oduces a

greater por tion o f happiness or miser y. But the na tur e of the poison

poin ts out the an tidote; and had R ousseau moun ted one step hig her

in his in vestigation; or c ould his e ye have pier ced thr ough the f oggy

atmospher e, which he almost disdaine d to br eathe, his ac tiv e mind

would ha ve darted forward to c ontempla te the perf ection o f man in

the establishmen t o f true civiliza tion, inste ad of taking his f erocious

f light back to the nig ht o f sensual ignor ance.
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Chapter 2: The Prevailing
Opinion of a Sexual
Character Discussed

To account f or, and excuse the t yranny of man, man y ingenious

arguments have been br ought f orward to pr ove, that the t wo sexes,

in the ac quir ement o f vir tue, oug ht to aim a t at taining a v ery

dif ferent char acter: or , to speak explici tl y, women ar e not allo wed to

have suff icien t str ength o f mind to ac quir e what r eally deserves the

name of vir tue. Yet i t should se em, allowing them to ha ve souls, that

ther e is but one w ay appoin ted by pr ovidenc e to le ad MANKIND to

either vir tue or happiness.

If then w omen ar e not a sw arm o f ephemer on trif lers, wh y should

they be kept in ignor ance under the spe cious name o f innoc ence?

Men complain, and wi th r eason, of the f ollies and c apric es of our

sex, when the y do not k eenly satiriz e our he adstr ong passions and

groveling vic es. Behold, I should answ er, the natur al effect o f

ignor ance! The mind will e ver be unstable tha t has onl y pr ejudic es

to r est on, and the curr ent will run wi th destruc tiv e fur y when

ther e are no barriers to br eak its force. Women ar e told fr om their

infanc y, and taught by the e xample o f their mothers, tha t a li t tle

knowledge of human w eakness, justly terme d cunning, so ftness of

temper , OUTWARD obedienc e, and a scrupulous a t ten tion to a

puerile kind o f pr oprie ty, will obtain f or them the pr otection o f man;

and should the y be beautiful, e very thing else is ne edless, for at le ast

twenty years of their liv es.

Thus Milton descri bes our f irst fr ail mother; thoug h when he tells

us that w omen ar e forme d for softness and sw eet at tr activ e grace,

I cannot c ompr ehend his me aning, unless, in the true Mahome tan

str ain, he meant to depriv e us of souls, and insinua te tha t w e were

beings onl y designed by sweet at tr activ e grace, and docile blind
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obedienc e, to gr atif y the senses of man when he c an no long er soar

on the wing o f contempla tion.

How gr ossly do the y insult us, who thus ad vise us onl y to r ender

oursel ves gentle, domestic brutes! F or instanc e, the winning

softness, so warml y, and fr equentl y recommende d, tha t governs by

obeying. W hat childish e xpr essions, and how insignif icant is the

beingÑc an it be an immor tal one ? who will c ondescend to g overn

by such sinister me thods! ÒCertainl y,Ó says Lord Bacon, Òman is o f kin

to the be asts by his bod y: and if he be not o f kin to God b y his spiri t,

he is a base and ignoble cr eatur e!Ó Men, inde ed, appear to me to ac t

in a very unphilosophic al manner , when the y tr y to secur e the good

conduc t o f women b y at tempting to k eep them al ways in a state o f

childhood. R ousseau was more consisten t when he wishe d to stop

the pr ogress of r eason in both se xes; for if men e at o f the tr ee of

knowledge, women will c ome in f or a taste: but, fr om the imperf ect

cultiv ation which their understandings no w r eceive, they onl y at tain

a knowledge of evil.

Childr en, I gr ant, should be innoc ent; but when the epi the t is

applied to men, or w omen, i t is but a civil term f or w eakness. For if

it be allo wed tha t w omen w ere destine d by Providenc e to acquir e

human vir tues, and b y the e xercise of their understandings, tha t

stabili ty of char acter which is the f irmest gr ound to r est our futur e

hopes upon, the y must be permi t ted to turn to the f ountain o f

light, and not f orced to shape their c ourse by the t winkling o f a

mer e satelli te. Milton, I gr ant, w as of a very dif ferent opinion; f or

he onl y bends to the indef easible rig ht o f beaut y, thoug h i t w ould

be dif f icult to r ender t wo passages, which I no w mean to c ontr ast,

consisten t: but in to similar inc onsistencies ar e great men o ften le d

by their senses:Ñ

ÒTo whom thus E ve wi th perf ect beaut y adorne d:

My author and disposer , what thou bidst

Unargued I obey; so God ordains;

God is th y law, thou mine; to kno w no mor e

Is womanÕs happiest kno wledge and her pr aise.Ó

These are exactl y the ar guments tha t I ha ve used to childr en; but I
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have added, ÒYour r eason is now gaining str ength, and, till i t arriv es

at some degr ee of maturi ty, you must look up to me f or advice: then

you oug ht to THINK, and onl y rely on God.Ó

Yet, in the f ollo wing lines, Milton se ems to c oincide wi th me,

when he mak es Adam thus expostula te wi th his Mak er:Ñ

ÒHast thou not made me her e thy substi tute,

And these inf erior far bene ath me set?

Among une quals what socie ty

Can sort, wha t harmon y or delig ht?

Which must be mutual, in pr opor tion due

Given and r eceived; but in dispari ty

The one in tense, the other still r emiss

Cannot w ell sui t wi th ei ther , but soon pr ove

Tedious alik e: of fellowship I spe ak

Such as I seek f it to par ticipa te

All r ational delig ht.Ó

In tr eating, ther efore, of the manners o f women, le t us,

disr egarding sensual ar guments, tr ace what w e should ende avour to

make them in or der to c o-oper ate, if the e xpr ession be not too bold,

wi th the S upr eme Being.

By individual e ducation, I me anÑfor the sense o f the w ord is not

precisely def inedÑsuch an a t ten tion to a child as will slo wly sharpen

the senses, form the temper , regulate the passions, as the y begin to

fermen t, and set the understanding to w ork before the bod y arriv es

at maturi ty; so that the man ma y onl y have to pr oceed, not to beg in,

the impor tant task o f learning to think and r eason.

To pr event any misconstruc tion, I must add, tha t I do not belie ve

that a priv ate education c an work the w onders which some

sanguine wri ters ha ve at tri bute d to i t. M en and w omen must be

educated, in a gr eat degr ee, by the opinions and manners o f the

society the y live in. In every age ther e has been a str eam of popular

opinion tha t has carrie d all bef ore it, and g iven a famil y char acter ,

as it w ere, to the c entur y. It may then fair ly be inf err ed, tha t, till

society be dif ferentl y consti tute d, much c annot be e xpected fr om

education. I t is, ho wever, suff icien t f or m y pr esent purpose to
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assert, tha t, wha tever ef fect cir cumstanc es have on the abili ties,

every being ma y become vir tuous b y the e xercise of i ts own r eason;

for if but one being w as created wi th vicious inclina tionsÑtha t is,

posi tiv ely badÑ wha t c an save us fr om atheism ? or if w e worship a

God, is not tha t God a devil?

Consequentl y, the most perf ect education, in m y opinion, is such

an exercise of the understanding as is best c alculated to str engthen

the bod y and form the he art; or , in other w ords, to enable the

individual to a t tain such habi ts of vir tue as will r ender i t

independen t. In fact, i t is a far ce to c all any being vir tuous whose

vir tues do not r esult fr om the e xercise of i ts own r eason. This

was RousseauÕs opinion r especting men: I e xtend i t to w omen, and

conf iden tl y assert tha t the y have been dr awn out o f their spher e

by false r efinemen t, and not b y an endeavour to ac quir e masculine

quali ties. Still the r egal homage which the y receive is so

intoxicating, tha t, till the manners o f the times ar e changed, and

forme d on mor e reasonable principles, i t may be impossi ble to

convinc e them tha t the illeg itima te po wer, which the y obtain b y

degrading themsel ves, is a curse, and tha t the y must r eturn to

natur e and equali ty, if the y wish to se cur e the placid sa tisfac tion

that unsophistic ated affections impar t. But f or this epoch w e must

waitÑ wait, per haps, till kings and nobles, enlig htened by reason,

and, pr eferring the r eal digni ty of man to childish sta te, thr ow off

their ga udy her edi tar y tr appings; and if then w omen do not r esign

the arbi tr ary power of beaut y, they will pr ove that the y have LESS

mind than man. I ma y be accused of arr ogance; still I must de clare,

what I f irml y believe, that all the wri ters who ha ve wri t ten on the

subject o f female education and manners, fr om Rousseau to Dr .

Gregor y, have contri bute d to r ender w omen mor e artif icial, w eaker

characters, than the y would other wise have been; and,

consequentl y, mor e useless members o f socie ty. I mig ht have

expr essed this c onviction in a lo wer key; but I am afr aid i t w ould

have been the whine o f affectation, and not the fai thful e xpr ession

of my feelings, of the cle ar r esult, which e xperienc e and ref lection

have led me to dr aw. When I c ome to tha t division o f the subje ct,
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I shall advert to the passag es that I mor e particular ly disappr ove

of, in the w orks of the a uthors I ha ve just allude d to; but i t is

f irst ne cessary to obser ve, that m y objection e xtends to the whole

purpor t o f those books, which tend, in m y opinion, to degr ade

one half o f the human spe cies, and r ender w omen ple asing at the

expense of every solid vir tue.

Thoug h to r eason on RousseauÕs ground, if man did a t tain a

degree of perf ection o f mind when his bod y arriv ed at maturi ty, it

mig ht be pr oper in or der to mak e a man and his wif e ONE, that

she should r ely entir ely on his understanding; and the gr aceful ivy ,

clasping the oak tha t suppor ted i t, w ould f orm a whole in which

str ength and be aut y would be e qually conspicuous. B ut, alas!

husbands, as well as their helpma tes, are often onl y overgrown

childr en; nay, thanks to e arly debaucher y, scarcely men in their

out ward form, and if the blind le ad the blind, one ne ed not c ome

fr om heaven to tell us the c onsequence.

Many are the c auses that, in the pr esent corrupt sta te o f socie ty,

contri bute to ensla ve women b y cr amping their understandings

and sharpening their senses. One, per haps, that silen tl y does mor e

mischief than all the r est, is their disr egard of or der.

To do every thing in an or der ly manner , is a most impor tant

precept, which w omen, who, g enerally speaking, r eceive only a

disor der ly kind o f education, seldom a t tend to wi th tha t degr ee

of exactness tha t men, who fr om their infanc y are broken in to

method, obser ve. This negligent kind o f guesswork, for wha t other

epi the t can be used to poin t out the r andom exertions o f a sor t

of instinc tiv e common sense, ne ver br ought to the test o f r eason?

prevents their g eneralizing ma t ters o f fact, so the y do to-da y, what

they did y esterday, merely because they did i t yesterday.

This contempt o f the understanding in e arly lif e has more baneful

consequences than is c ommonl y supposed; for the li t tle kno wledge

which w omen o f str ong minds a t tain, is, fr om various

cir cumstanc es, of a mor e desultor y kind than the kno wledge of

men, and i t is acquir ed mor e by sheer obser vations on r eal lif e,

than fr om comparing wha t has been individuall y observed wi th the

Chapter 2: The Pr evailing Opinion o f a Sexual Character Discusse d | 35



results o f experienc e generalized by speculation. Le d by their

dependen t si tuation and domestic emplo yments mor e into socie ty,

what the y learn is r ather b y snatches; and as learning is wi th them,

in general, only a secondar y thing, the y do not pursue an y one

branch wi th tha t perse vering ar dour ne cessary to g ive vigour to

the faculties, and cle arness to the judgmen t. In the pr esent sta te

of socie ty, a lit tle le arning is r equir ed to suppor t the char acter

of a gentleman; and bo ys are oblig ed to submi t to a f ew years of

discipline. B ut in the e ducation o f women the cultiv ation o f the

understanding is al ways subor dinate to the ac quir ement o f some

corpor eal accomplishmen t; even while ener vated by conf inemen t

and false notions o f modest y, the bod y is pr evented fr om at taining

that gr ace and beaut y which r elaxed half -f orme d limbs ne ver

exhi bi t. Besides, in youth their faculties ar e not br ought f orward

by emula tion; and ha ving no serious scien tif ic stud y, if the y have

natur al sagacity i t is turne d too soon on lif e and manners. The y

dwell on ef fects, and modif ications, wi thout tr acing them back to

causes; and complic ated rules to adjust beha viour ar e a weak

substi tute f or simple principles.

As a proof tha t education g ives this appe arance of weakness to

females, we may instanc e the example o f mili tar y men, who ar e, like

them, sen t in to the w or ld bef ore their minds ha ve been stor ed wi th

knowledge or f or tif ied by principles. The c onsequences are similar;

soldiers ac quir e a lit tle superf icial kno wledge, snatche d fr om the

mudd y curr ent o f conversation, and, fr om continuall y mixing wi th

society, they gain, wha t is terme d a knowledge of the w or ld; and

this ac quain tanc e wi th manners and customs has fr equentl y been

confounde d wi th a kno wledge of the human he art. But c an the

crude frui t o f casual observation, ne ver br ought to the test o f

judgmen t, f orme d by comparing spe culation and e xperienc e,

deserve such a distinc tion ? Soldiers, as well as women, pr actic e the

minor vir tues wi th punc tilious poli teness. Where is then the se xual

dif ference, when the e ducation has be en the same; all the dif ference

that I c an discern, arises fr om the superior ad vantage of li ber ty

which enables the f ormer to se e mor e of lif e.

36 | Rights of Woman



It is w andering fr om m y pr esent subject, per haps, to mak e a

poli tic al remark; but as i t w as produced natur ally by the tr ain of my

ref lections, I shall not pass i t silen tl y over.

Standing armies c an never consist o f r esolute, r obust men; the y

may be well discipline d machines, but the y will seldom c ontain

men under the inf luenc e of str ong passions or wi th v ery vigorous

faculties. And as f or any depth o f understanding, I will v entur e to

aff irm, tha t i t is as r arely to be f ound in the arm y as amongst

women; and the c ause, I main tain, is the same. I t may be fur ther

observed, tha t o ff icers are also particular ly at ten tiv e to their

persons, f ond o f dancing, cr owded rooms, adventur es, and ridicule.

Like the FAIR sex, the business o f their liv es is gallantr y. They were

taught to ple ase, and they onl y live to ple ase. Yet the y do not lose

their r ank in the distinc tion o f sexes, for the y are still r eckoned

superior to w omen, thoug h in wha t their superiori ty consists,

beyond wha t I have just men tione d, it is dif f icult to disc over.

The gr eat misf or tune is this, tha t the y both ac quir e manners

before mor als, and a knowledge of lif e before they have from

ref lection, an y acquain tanc e wi th the gr and ideal outline o f human

natur e. The consequence is natur al; satisf ied wi th c ommon na tur e,

they become a pr ey to pr ejudic es, and taking all their opinions on

credi t, the y blindl y submi t to a uthori ty. So that if the y have any

sense, it is a kind o f instinc tiv e glance, that c atches pr opor tions, and

decides wi th r espect to manners; but fails when ar guments are to

be pursue d below the surfac e, or opinions anal yzed.

May not the same r emark be applie d to w omen? Nay, the

argument may be carrie d still fur ther , for the y are both thr own

out o f a useful sta tion b y the unna tur al distinc tions establishe d in

civiliz ed lif e. Riches and heredi tar y honours ha ve made cyphers o f

women to g ive consequence to the numeric al f igur e; and idleness

has produc ed a mixtur e of gallan tr y and despotism in socie ty, which

leads the very men who ar e the slaves of their mistr esses, to

tyrannize over their sisters, wiv es, and daughters. This is onl y

keeping them in r ank and f ile, i t is true. S tr engthen the f emale mind

by enlar ging i t, and ther e will be an end to blind obe dienc e; but, as
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blind obe dienc e is ever soug ht f or b y power, tyrants and sensualists

are in the rig ht when the y endeavour to k eep women in the dar k,

because the f ormer onl y want slaves, and the la t ter a pla y-thing.

The sensualist, inde ed, has been the most dang erous of t yrants,

and women have been dupe d by their lo vers, as princ es by their

ministers, whilst dr eaming tha t the y reigned over them.

I now principall y allude to R ousseau, for his char acter o f Sophia

is, undoubte dly, a captiv ating one, thoug h i t appears to me gr ossly

unnatur al; however, it is not the superstruc tur e, but the f oundation

of her char acter , the principles on which her e ducation w as built,

that I me an to at tack; nay, warml y as I admir e the genius o f tha t

able wri ter , whose opinions I shall o ften have occasion to ci te,

indigna tion al ways takes place of admir ation, and the rig id fr own o f

insulte d vir tue ef faces the smile o f complac ency, which his eloquen t

periods ar e wont to r aise, when I r ead his voluptuous r everies. Is

this the man, who, in his ar dour f or vir tue, w ould banish all the so ft

arts of peace, and almost c arr y us back to Spartan discipline ? Is this

the man who delig hts to pain t the useful strugg les of passion, the

triumphs o f good disposi tions, and the her oic f lights which c arr y

the g lowing soul out o f i tself ? How are these mig hty sentimen ts

lowered when he descri bes the pr et tyfoot and en ticing airs o f his

li t tle fa vouri te! But, f or the pr esent, I w aive the subject, and, inste ad

of severely reprehending the tr ansient ef fusions o f overweening

sensibili ty, I shall onl y observe, that whoe ver has cast a benevolent

eye on socie ty, must o ften have been gratif ied by the sig ht o f

humble mutual lo ve, not dignif ied by sentimen t, nor str engthene d

by a union in in telle ctual pursui ts. The domestic trif les of the da y

have afforded mat ter f or che erful c onverse, and innoc ent caresses

have softened toils which did not r equir e great exercise of mind, or

str etch o f thoug ht: yet, has not the sig ht o f this moder ate f elici ty

exci ted mor e tenderness than r espect? An emotion similar to wha t

we feel when childr en are playing, or animals spor ting, whilst the

contempla tion o f the noble strugg les of suf fering meri t has r aised

admir ation, and c arrie d our thoug hts to tha t w or ld wher e sensation

will g ive place to r eason.
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Women ar e, ther efore, to be consider ed ei ther as mor al beings,

or so w eak that the y must be en tir ely subjected to the superior

faculties o f men.

Let us examine this question. R ousseau declares, that a woman

should ne ver, for a momen t f eel herself independen t, tha t she

should be g overned by fear to e xercise her NA TURAL cunning, and

made a coquetish slave in or der to r ender her a mor e alluring obje ct

of desir e, a SWEETER companion to man, whene ver he chooses

to r elax himself. H e carries the ar guments, which he pr etends to

draw fr om the indic ations o f natur e, still fur ther , and insinua tes

that truth and f or ti tude the c orner stones o f all human vir tue, shall

be cultiv ated wi th c ertain r estric tions, be cause wi th r espect to the

female char acter , obedienc e is the gr and lesson which oug ht to be

impr essed wi th unr elenting rig our .

What nonsense! W hen will a gr eat man arise wi th suf f icien t

str ength o f mind to puf f away the fumes which pride and sensuali ty

have thus spr ead over the subje ct! I f women ar e by natur e inf erior

to men, their vir tues must be the same in quali ty, if not in degr ee,

or vir tue is a r elativ e idea; consequentl y, their c onduc t should be

founde d on the same principles, and ha ve the same aim.

Connected wi th man as da ughters, wiv es, and mothers, their

mor al character ma y be estima ted by their manner o f fulf illing those

simple duties; but the end, the gr and end o f their e xertions should

be to unf old their o wn faculties, and ac quir e the digni ty of

conscious vir tue. The y may tr y to r ender their r oad pleasant; but

ought ne ver to f orget, in c ommon wi th man, tha t lif e yields not

the f elici ty which c an satisf y an immor tal soul. I do not me an to

insinua te, tha t ei ther se x should be so lost, in abstr act r ef lections or

distan t vie ws, as to forget the af fections and duties tha t lie bef ore

them, and ar e, in truth, the me ans appoin ted to pr oduce the frui t o f

lif e; on the c ontr ary, I would w arml y recommend them, e ven while I

assert, tha t the y afford most sa tisfac tion when the y are consider ed

in their true subor dinate lig ht.

Probably the pr evailing opinion, tha t w oman w as created for man,

may have taken i ts rise fr om M osesÕs poetic al stor y; yet, as very

Chapter 2: The Pr evailing Opinion o f a Sexual Character Discusse d | 39



few i t is pr esumed, who ha ve bestowed any serious thoug ht on

the subject, ever suppose d tha t Eve was, liter ally speaking, one o f

AdamÕs ri bs, the deduction must be allo wed to fall to the gr ound;

or, only be so far admi t ted as it pr oves that man, fr om the r emotest

antiqui ty, found i t convenien t to e xert his str ength to subjuga te his

companion, and his in vention to sho w tha t she oug ht to ha ve her

neck bent under the y oke; because she as well as the brute cr eation,

was created to do his ple asure.

Let i t not be c onclude d, tha t I wish to in vert the or der o f things;

I have already granted, tha t, fr om the c onsti tution o f their bodies,

men seem to be designe d by Providenc e to at tain a gr eater degr ee

of vir tue. I spe ak collectiv ely of the whole se x; but I se e not the

shadow of a reason to c onclude tha t their vir tues should dif fer in

respect to their na tur e. In fact, ho w can the y, if vir tue has onl y one

eternal standar d? I must, ther efore, if I r eason consequentiall y, as

str enuousl y main tain, tha t the y have the same simple dir ection, as

that ther e is a God.

It f ollo ws then, tha t cunning should not be oppose d to wisdom,

li t tle c ares to gr eat exertions, nor insipid so ftness, varnishe d over

wi th the name o f gentleness, to tha t f or ti tude which gr and views

alone can inspir e.

I shall be told, tha t w oman w ould then lose man y of her pe culiar

graces, and the opinion o f a well kno wn poe t mig ht be quote d to

refute m y unqualif ied assertions. For Pope has said, in the name o f

the whole male se x,

ÒYet neÕer so sur e our passions to cr eate,

As when she touch Õd the brink o f all w e hate.Ó

In what lig ht this sall y places men and w omen, I shall le ave to

the judicious to de termine; me anwhile I shall c onten t m yself wi th

observing, tha t I c annot disc over wh y, unless the y are mor tal,

females should al ways be degraded by being made subser vient to

love or lust.

To speak disr espectfull y of love is, I kno w, high tr eason against

sentimen t and f ine f eelings; but I wish to spe ak the simple languag e

of truth, and r ather to addr ess the head than the he art. To
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endeavour to r eason love out o f the w or ld, would be to out Quix ote

Cervantes, and equally offend against c ommon sense; but an

endeavour to r estr ain this tumultuous passion, and to pr ove that i t

should not be allo wed to de thr one superior po wers, or to usurp the

sceptr e which the understanding should e ver cooll y wield, appe ars

less wild.

Youth is the se ason for lo ve in both se xes; but in those da ys

of thoug htless enjoyment, pr ovision should be made f or the mor e

impor tant years of lif e, when r ef lection tak es place of sensation.

But Rousseau, and most o f the male wri ters who ha ve follo wed his

steps, have warml y inculc ated tha t the whole tendenc y of female

education oug ht to be dir ected to one poin t to r ender them

pleasing.

Let me r eason wi th the suppor ters o f this opinion, who ha ve any

knowledge of human na tur e, do the y imag ine tha t marriag e can

eradicate the habi tude o f lif e? The woman who has onl y been taught

to ple ase, will soon f ind tha t her charms ar e oblique sun-be ams,

and tha t the y cannot ha ve much ef fect on her husbandÕs heart when

they are seen every day, when the summer is past and g one. Will she

then ha ve suff icien t nativ e energy to look in to herself f or c omf or t,

and cultiv ate her dorman t faculties? or , is it not mor e rational to

expect, tha t she will tr y to ple ase other men; and, in the emotions

raised by the e xpectation o f new conquests, ende avour to f orget

the mor tif ication her lo ve or pride has r eceived? When the husband

ceases to be a loverÑand the time will ine vitabl y come, her desir e

of pleasing will then gr ow languid, or be come a spring o f bi t terness;

and love, perhaps, the most e vanescent o f all passions, g ives place

to jealousy or v anity.

I now speak of women who ar e restr ained by principle or

prejudic e; such women thoug h the y would shrink fr om an in trigue

wi th r eal abhorr ence, yet, nevertheless, wish to be c onvinc ed by

the homag e of gallan tr y, that the y are cruell y neglected by their

husbands; or , days and weeks are spent in dr eaming o f the

happiness en joyed by congenial souls, till the he alth is undermine d

and the spiri ts br oken by disconten t. How then c an the gr eat ar t o f
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pleasing be such a necessary stud y? it is onl y useful to a mistr ess;

the chaste wif e, and serious mother , should onl y consider her po wer

to ple ase as the polish o f her vir tues, and the af fection o f her

husband as one o f the c omf or ts tha t r ender her task less dif f icult,

and her lif e happier . But, whe ther she be lo ved or neg lected, her

f irst wish should be to mak e herself r espectable, and not r ely for all

her happiness on a being subje ct to lik e inf irmi ties wi th herself.

The amiable Dr . Gregor y fell in to a similar err or. I respect his

heart; but en tir ely disappr ove of his c elebr ated Legacy to his

Daughters.

He advises them to cultiv ate a fondness f or dr ess, because a

fondness f or dr ess, he asserts, is natur al to them. I am unable to

compr ehend wha t ei ther he or R ousseau mean, when the y

fr equentl y use this indef ini te term. I f the y told us, tha t in a pr e-

existen t sta te the soul w as fond o f dr ess, and brought this

inclina tion wi th i t in to a new bod y, I should listen to them wi th a

half smile, as I o ften do when I he ar a rant about inna te eleganc e.

But if he onl y meant to sa y tha t the e xercise of the faculties will

produc e this f ondness, I den y i t. I t is not na tur al; but arises, lik e false

ambi tion in men, fr om a love of power.

Dr. Gregor y goes much fur ther; he ac tuall y recommends

dissimula tion, and ad vises an innoc ent g ir l to g ive the lie to her

feelings, and not danc e wi th spiri t, when gaie ty of heart w ould

make her f eet eloquen t, wi thout making her g estur es immodest. I n

the name o f truth and c ommon sense, wh y should not one w oman

acknowledge that she can take mor e exercise than another? or , in

other w ords, that she has a sound c onsti tution; and wh y to damp

innoc ent viv acity, is she darkly to be told, tha t men will dr aw

conclusions which she li t tle thinks o f? Let the li ber tine dr aw wha t

inf erence he pleases; but, I hope, tha t no sensi ble mother will

restr ain the na tur al fr ankness of youth, b y instilling such inde cent

cautions. Out o f the abundanc e of the he art the mouth spe aketh;

and a wiser than Solomon ha th said, tha t the he art should be made

clean, and not trivial c eremonies obser ved, which i t is not v ery
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dif f icult to fulf ill wi th scrupulous e xactness when vic e reigns in the

heart.

Women oug ht to ende avour to purif y their he arts; but c an the y

do so when their uncultiv ated understandings mak e them en tir ely

dependen t on their senses f or emplo yment and amusemen t, when

no noble pursui t sets them abo ve the li t tle v anities o f the da y, or

enables them to curb the wild emotions tha t agitate a r eed over

which e very passing br eeze has power? To gain the af fections o f a

vir tuous man, is af fectation ne cessary?

Natur e has given woman a weaker fr ame than man; but, to ensur e

her husbandÕs affections, must a wif e, who, by the e xercise of her

mind and bod y, whilst she w as discharging the duties o f a daughter ,

wif e, and mother , has allowed her c onsti tution to r etain i ts natur al

str ength, and her ner ves a health y tone, is she, I say, to c ondescend,

to use ar t, and f eign a sickl y delic acy, in or der to se cur e her

husbandÕs affection ? Weakness may exci te tenderness, and gr atif y

the arr ogant pride o f man; but the lor dly caresses of a pr otector will

not gr atif y a noble mind tha t pan ts for and deser ves to be r espected.

Fondness is a poor substi tute f or friendship!

In a seraglio, I gr ant, tha t all these ar ts are necessary; the epicur e

must ha ve his palate tickle d, or he will sink in to apath y; but ha ve

women so li t tle ambi tion as to be sa tisf ied wi th such a c ondi tion ?

Can they supinel y dr eam lif e away in the lap o f pleasure, or in

the languor o f weariness, r ather than asser t their claim to pursue

reasonable pleasures, and render themsel ves conspicuous, b y

practising the vir tues which dignif y mankind? Surely she has not an

immor tal soul who c an loi ter lif e away, merely emplo yed to adorn

her person, tha t she may amuse the languid hours, and so ften the

cares of a fellow-cr eatur e who is willing to be enliv ened by her

smiles and tricks, when the serious business o f lif e is over.

Besides, the woman who str engthens her bod y and exercises her

mind will, b y managing her famil y and pr actising v arious vir tues,

become the friend, and not the humble dependen t o f her husband;

and if she deser ves his regard by possessing such substan tial

quali ties, she will not f ind i t ne cessary to c onceal her af fection, nor
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to pr etend to an unna tur al coldness of consti tution to e xci te her

husbandÕs passions. In fact, if w e revert to histor y, we shall f ind tha t

the w omen who ha ve distinguishe d themsel ves have neither be en

the most be autiful nor the most g entle o f their se x.

Natur e, or to spe ak wi th stric t pr oprie ty God, has made all things

rig ht; but man has soug ht him out man y inventions to mar the w ork.

I now allude to tha t par t o f Dr . Gregor yÕs tr eatise, wher e he advises

a wif e never to le t her husband kno w the e xten t o f her sensi bili ty

or af fection. V oluptuous pr ecaution; and as inef fectual as absur d.

Love, from i ts very natur e, must be tr ansitor y. To seek for a secret

that w ould r ender i t constan t, w ould be as wild a se arch as for the

philosopherÕs stone, or the gr and panacea; and the disc overy would

be equally useless, or r ather pernicious to mankind. The most hol y

band of socie ty is friendship. I t has been well said, by a shrewd

satirist, Òthat r are as true lo ve is, true friendship is still r arer.Ó

This is an ob vious truth, and the c ause not l ying de ep, will not

elude a slight g lance of inquir y.

Love, the common passion, in which chanc e and sensation tak e

place of choic e and reason, is in some degr ee, felt b y the mass

of mankind; f or i t is not ne cessary to spe ak, at pr esent, of the

emotions tha t rise abo ve or sink belo w lo ve. This passion, natur ally

incr eased by suspense and dif f iculties, dr aws the mind out o f i ts

accustome d state, and exalts the af fections; but the se curi ty of

marriag e, allowing the f ever of love to subside, a he alth y

temper atur e is thoug ht insipid, onl y by those who ha ve not

suff icien t in telle ct to substi tute the c alm tenderness o f friendship,

the c onf idenc e of r espect, inste ad of blind admir ation, and the

sensual emotions o f fondness.

This is, must be, the c ourse o f natur eÑfriendship or indif ference

inevitabl y succeeds love. And this c onsti tution se ems perf ectl y to

harmoniz e wi th the system o f governmen t which pr evails in the

mor al wor ld. Passions are spurs to ac tion, and open the mind; but

they sink in to mer e appeti tes, become a personal momen tar y

gratif ication, when the obje ct is gaine d, and the sa tisf ied mind r ests

in en joyment. The man who had some vir tue whilst he w as
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strugg ling f or a cr own, o ften be comes a voluptuous t yrant when

it gr aces his brow; and, when the lo ver is not lost in the husband,

the dotar d a prey to childish c apric es, and fond jealousies, neglects

the serious duties o f lif e, and the c aresses which should e xci te

conf idenc e in his childr en are lavished on the o vergrown child, his

wif e.

In or der to fulf il the duties o f lif e, and to be able to pursue wi th

vigour the v arious emplo yments which f orm the mor al character , a

master and mistr ess of a famil y ought not to c ontinue to lo ve each

other wi th passion. I me an to say, that the y ought not to indulg e

those emotions which disturb the or der o f socie ty, and engr oss the

thoug hts tha t should be other wise emplo yed. The mind tha t has

never been engr ossed by one object w ants vigour Ñif i t can long be

so, it is w eak.

A mistak en education, a narr ow, uncultiv ated mind, and man y

sexual pr ejudic es, tend to mak e women mor e constan t than men;

but, f or the pr esent, I shall not touch on this br anch of the subje ct.

I will g o still fur ther , and advance, wi thout dr eaming o f a paradox,

that an unhapp y marriag e is often v ery advantageous to a famil y,

and tha t the neg lected wif e is, in general, the best mother . And

this w ould almost al ways be the c onsequence, if the f emale mind

was more enlarged; for, it seems to be the c ommon dispensa tion

of Providenc e, that wha t w e gain in pr esent en joyment should be

deducted fr om the tr easure of lif e, experienc e; and tha t when w e

are gathering the f lowers of the da y and r evelling in ple asure, the

solid frui t o f toil and wisdom should not be c aught at the same time.

The way lies bef ore us, we must turn to the rig ht or lef t; and he

who will pass lif e away in bounding fr om one ple asure to another ,

must not c omplain if he nei ther ac quir es wisdom nor r espectabili ty

of char acter .

Supposing f or a momen t, tha t the soul is not immor tal, and tha t

man w as only cr eated for the pr esent scene; I think w e should

have reason to c omplain tha t lo ve, infan tine f ondness, ever gr ew

insipid and palle d upon the sense. Le t us eat, drink, and lo ve, for

to-morr ow w e die, would be in fac t the languag e of r eason, the
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mor ality of lif e; and who but a f ool w ould par t wi th a r eality for a

f leeting shado w? But, if a wed by obser ving the impr ovable powers

of the mind, w e disdain to c onf ine our wishes or thoug hts to such

a compar ativ ely mean f ield o f action; tha t onl y appears grand and

impor tant as i t is c onnected wi th a boundless pr ospect and sublime

hopes; what ne cessity is ther e for falsehood in c onduc t, and wh y

must the sacr ed majesty of truth be viola ted to de tain a de ceitful

good tha t saps the v ery foundation o f vir tue? Why must the f emale

mind be tain ted by coquetish ar ts to gr atif y the sensualist, and

prevent lo ve fr om subsiding in to friendship or c ompassionate

tenderness, when ther e are not quali ties on which friendship c an be

built? Le t the honest he art show i tself, and REASON teach passion

to submi t to ne cessity; or, let the dignif ied pursui t o f vir tue and

knowledge raise the mind abo ve those emotions which r ather

imbi t ter than sw eeten the cup o f lif e, when the y are not r estr ained

wi thin due bounds.

I do not me an to allude to the r omantic passion, which is the

concomi tant o f genius. W ho can clip i ts wings? But tha t gr and

passion not pr opor tione d to the pun y enjoyments of lif e, is only true

to the sen timen t, and f eeds on i tself. The passions which ha ve been

celebr ated for their dur abili ty have always been unf or tuna te. They

have acquir ed str ength b y absence and consti tutional melanchol y.

The fanc y has hovered round a f orm o f beaut y diml y seenÑbut

familiari ty mig ht have turne d admir ation in to disgust; or , at le ast,

into indif ference, and allowed the imag ination leisur e to star t fr esh

game. With perf ect pr oprie ty, according to this vie w of things, does

Rousseau make the mistr ess of his soul, Eloisa, lo ve St. Preux, when

lif e was fading bef ore her; but this is no pr oof of the immor tali ty of

the passion.

Of the same c omple xion is Dr . Gregor yÕs advice respecting

delic acy of sentimen t, which he ad vises a woman not to ac quir e,

if she has determine d to marr y. This determina tion, ho wever,

perf ectl y consisten t wi th his f ormer ad vice, he calls INDELICATE,

and earnestl y persuades his da ughters to c onceal it, thoug h i t may
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govern their c onduc t: as if i t w ere indelic ate to ha ve the c ommon

appeti tes of human na tur e.

Noble mor ality! and consisten t wi th the c autious prudenc e of a

li t tle soul tha t cannot e xtend i ts views beyond the pr esent minute

division o f existenc e. If all the faculties o f womanÕs mind ar e only to

be cultiv ated as they respect her dependenc e on man; if, when she

obtains a husband she has arriv ed at her g oal, and meanly pr oud,

is satisf ied wi th such a paltr y cr own, le t her gr ovel conten tedly,

scarcely raised by her emplo yments above the animal king dom; but,

if she is strugg ling f or the priz e of her hig h calling, le t her cultiv ate

her understanding wi thout stopping to c onsider wha t char acter the

husband may have whom she is destine d to marr y. Let her onl y

determine, wi thout being too anxious about pr esent happiness, to

acquir e the quali ties tha t ennoble a r ational being, and a r ough,

inelegan t husband ma y shock her taste wi thout destr oying her

peace of mind. She will not model her soul to sui t the fr ailties o f her

companion, but to be ar wi th them: his char acter ma y be a trial, but

not an impe dimen t to vir tue.

If Dr . Gregor y conf ined his r emark to r omantic e xpectations o f

constan t lo ve and congenial f eelings, he should ha ve recollected,

that experienc e will banish wha t advice can never make us cease

to wish f or, when the imag ination is k ept aliv e at the e xpence of

reason.

I own i t fr equentl y happens, tha t w omen who ha ve foster ed a

romantic unna tur al delic acy of feeling, w aste their liv es in

IMAGININ G how happ y the y should ha ve been wi th a husband who

could lo ve them wi th a f ervid incr easing affection e very day, and

all day. But the y mig ht as well pine marrie d as single, and would

not be a jot mor e unhapp y wi th a bad husband than long ing f or a

good one. Tha t a pr oper education; or , to speak wi th mor e precision,

a well stor ed mind, w ould enable a w oman to suppor t a sing le

lif e wi th digni ty, I grant; but tha t she should a void cultiv ating her

taste, lest her husband should oc casionally shock i t, is qui t ting a

substanc e for a shadow. To say the truth, I do not kno w of wha t

use is an impr oved taste, if the individual be not r ender ed mor e
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independen t o f the c asualties of lif e; if new sour ces of enjoyment,

only dependen t on the soli tar y oper ations o f the mind, ar e not

opened. People o f taste, marrie d or sing le, wi thout distinc tion, will

ever be disguste d by various things tha t touch not less obser ving

minds. On this c onclusion the ar gument must not be allo wed to

hing e; but in the whole sum o f enjoyment is taste to be denomina ted

a blessing?

The question is, whe ther i t pr ocur es most pain or ple asure? The

answer will de cide the pr oprie ty of Dr . Gregor yÕs advice, and show

how absur d and t yrannic i t is thus to la y down a system o f slavery;

or to a t tempt to e ducate mor al beings by any other rules than those

deduced fr om pur e reason, which appl y to the whole spe cies.

Gentleness o f manners, f orbearance, and long suf fering, ar e such

amiable godlik e quali ties, tha t in sublime poe tic str ains the Dei ty

has been invested wi th them; and, per haps, no r epresentation o f his

goodness so str ongly fastens on the human af fections as those tha t

represent him abundan t in mer cy and willing to par don. Gentleness,

consider ed in this poin t o f view, bears on i ts fr ont all the

characteristics o f gr andeur , combine d wi th the winning gr aces of

condescension; but wha t a dif ferent aspect i t assumes when i t is

the submissiv e demeanour o f dependenc e, the suppor t o f weakness

that lo ves, because it w ants pr otection; and is f orbearing, be cause

it must silen tl y endur e injuries; smiling under the lash a t which

it dar e not snar l. Abject as this pic tur e appears, it is the por tr ait

of an accomplishe d woman, according to the r eceived opinion o f

female excellenc e, separated by specious r easoners fr om human

excellenc e. Or, they (Vide Rousseau, and Swedenbor g) kindl y

restor e the ri b, and make one mor al being o f a man and w oman; not

forget ting to g ive her all the Òsubmissive charms.Ó

How w omen ar e to exist in tha t sta te wher e ther e is to be nei ther

marr ying nor g iving in marriag e, we are not told. F or thoug h

mor alists have agreed, tha t the tenor o f lif e seems to pr ove that

MAN is pr epared by various cir cumstanc es for a futur e state, the y

constan tl y concur in ad vising W OMAN onl y to pr ovide f or the

present. Gentleness, docili ty, and a spaniel-lik e affection ar e, on this

48 | Rights of Woman



ground, c onsisten tl y recommende d as the cardinal vir tues o f the

sex; and, disr egarding the arbi tr ary econom y of natur e, one wri ter

has declared tha t i t is masculine f or a w oman to be melanchol y. She

was created to be the to y of man, his r at tle, and i t must jing le in his

ears, whenever, dismissing r eason, he chooses to be amused.

To recommend g entleness, inde ed, on a br oad basis is stric tl y

philosophic al. A frail being should labour to be g entle. But when

forbe arance confounds rig ht and wr ong, i t ceases to be a vir tue;

and, however convenien t i t may be found in a c ompanion, tha t

companion will e ver be consider ed as an inf erior , and onl y inspir e

a vapid tenderness, which e asily degenerates in to c ontempt. S till, if

advice could r eally make a being gentle, whose na tur al disposi tion

admi t ted not o f such a f ine polish, some thing to ward the

advancement o f or der w ould be a t taine d; but if, as mig ht quickl y be

demonstr ated, onl y affectation be pr oduced by this indiscrimina te

counsel, which thr ows a stumbling block in the w ay of gr adual

impr ovement, and true melior ation o f temper , the sex is not much

benef ited by sacrif icing solid vir tues to the a t tainmen t o f superf icial

graces, thoug h for a f ew years the y may pr ocur e the individualÕs

regal sway.

As a philosopher , I read wi th indigna tion the pla usible epi the ts

which men use to so ften their insults; and, as a mor alist, I ask

what is me ant by such he ter ogeneous associations, as fair def ects,

amiable w eaknesses, etc.? If ther e is but one cri terion o f mor als, but

one archetype for man, w omen appe ar to be suspende d by destin y,

according to the vulgar tale o f Mahome tÕs coff in; the y have neither

the unerring instinc t o f brutes, nor ar e allowed to f ix the e ye of

reason on a perf ect model. The y were made to be lo ved, and must

not aim a t r espect, lest the y should be hun ted out o f socie ty as

masculine.

But to vie w the subje ct in another poin t o f view. Do passive

indolen t w omen mak e the best wiv es? Confining our discussion

to the pr esent momen t o f existenc e, let us see how such w eak

creatur es perform their par t? Do the w omen who, b y the at tainmen t

of a few superf icial ac complishmen ts, have str engthene d the
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prevailing pr ejudic e, merely contri bute to the happiness o f their

husbands? Do the y display their charms mer ely to amuse them ? And

have women, who ha ve early imbi bed notions o f passive obedienc e,

suff icien t char acter to manag e a famil y or educate childr en? So

far fr om i t, tha t, af ter sur veying the histor y of woman, I c annot

help agr eeing wi th the se verest satirist, c onsidering the se x as the

weakest as well as the most oppr essed half o f the spe cies. What

does histor y disclose but mar ks of inf eriori ty, and how few w omen

have emancipa ted themsel ves from the galling y oke of sovereign

man? So few, that the e xceptions r emind me o f an ing enious

conjectur e respecting N ewton: tha t he w as probably a being o f a

superior or der, acciden tall y caged in a human bod y. In the same

style I have been led to imag ine tha t the f ew extr aordinar y women

who ha ve rushed in eccentric al dir ections out o f the orbi t

prescri bed to their se x, were MALE spiri ts, conf ined by mistak e in

a female fr ame. But if i t be not philosophic al to think o f sex when

the soul is men tione d, the inf eriori ty must depend on the or gans; or

the he avenly f ir e, which is to f ermen t the cla y, is not g iven in equal

por tions.

But avoiding, as I ha ve hi ther to done, an y dir ect comparison o f the

two sexes collectiv ely, or fr ankly acknowledging the inf eriori ty of

woman, according to the pr esent appearance of things, I shall onl y

insist, tha t men ha ve incr eased tha t inf eriori ty till w omen ar e almost

sunk belo w the standar d of r ational cr eatur es. Let their faculties

have room to unf old, and their vir tues to gain str ength, and then

determine wher e the whole se x must stand in the in telle ctual sc ale.

Yet, le t i t be r emember ed, tha t f or a small number o f distinguishe d

women I do not ask a plac e.

It is dif f icult f or us purblind mor tals to say to wha t heig ht human

discoveries and impr ovements may arriv e, when the g loom o f

despotism subsides, which mak es us stumble a t every step; but,

when mor ality shall be set tle d on a mor e solid basis, then, wi thout

being g if ted wi th a pr ophetic spiri t, I will v entur e to pr edic t, tha t

woman will be ei ther the friend or sla ve of man. We shall not, as

at pr esent, doubt whe ther she is a mor al agent, or the link which
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uni tes man wi th brutes. B ut, should i t then appe ar, that lik e the

brutes the y were principall y cr eated for the use o f man, he will

let them pa tien tl y bi te the bridle, and not mock them wi th empt y

praise; or, should their r ationali ty be pr oved, he will not impe de

their impr ovement mer ely to gr atif y his sensual appe ti tes. He will

not wi th all the gr aces of r hetoric, ad vise them to submi t implici tl y

their understandings to the guidanc e of man. He will not, when he

tr eats of the e ducation o f women, assert, tha t the y ought ne ver to

have the fr ee use of r eason, nor w ould he r ecommend cunning and

dissimula tion to beings who ar e acquiring, in lik e manner as himself,

the vir tues of humani ty.

Surely ther e can be but one rule o f rig ht, if mor ality has an eternal

foundation, and whoe ver sacrif ices vir tue, stric tl y so called, to

present convenienc e, or whose D UTY it is to ac t in such a manner ,

lives only for the passing da y, and cannot be an ac countable

creatur e.

The poet then should ha ve dropped his sneer when he sa ys,

ÒIf weak women go astr ay,

The stars ar e mor e in fault than the y.Ó

For tha t the y are bound b y the adaman tine chain o f destin y is

most c ertain, if i t be pr oved tha t the y are never to e xercise their

own r eason, never to be independen t, never to rise abo ve opinion,

or to f eel the digni ty of a rational will tha t onl y bows to God, and

often f orgets tha t the univ erse contains an y being but i tself, and

the model o f perf ection to which i ts ardent gaze is turne d, to ador e

at tri butes tha t, softened in to vir tues, may be imi tated in kind,

thoug h the degr ee overwhelms the enr aptur ed mind.

If, I say, for I w ould not impr ess by declamation when r eason

offers her sober lig ht, if the y are really capable of acting lik e rational

creatur es, let them not be tr eated lik e slaves; or, like the brutes

who ar e dependen t on the r eason of man, when the y associate

wi th him; but cultiv ate their minds, g ive them the salutar y, sublime

curb o f principle, and le t them a t tain c onscious digni ty by feeling

themsel ves only dependen t on God. T each them, in c ommon wi th
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man, to submi t to ne cessity, inste ad of giving, to r ender them mor e

pleasing, a sex to mor als.

Fur ther , should experienc e prove that the y cannot a t tain the

same degree of str ength o f mind, perse verance and for ti tude, le t

their vir tues be the same in kind, thoug h the y may vainly strugg le

for the same degr ee; and the superiori ty of man will be e qually clear,

if not cle arer; and truth, as i t is a simple principle, which admi ts

of no modif ication, w ould be c ommon to both. N ay, the or der o f

society, as it is at pr esent r egulated, would not be in verted, for

woman w ould then onl y have the r ank tha t r eason assigned her , and

arts could not be pr actised to bring the balanc e even, much less to

turn i t.

These may be terme d Utopian dr eams. Thanks to tha t Being who

impr essed them on m y soul, and gave me suf f icien t str ength o f

mind to dar e to exert m y own r eason, till be coming dependen t onl y

on him f or the suppor t o f my vir tue, I vie w wi th indigna tion, the

mistak en notions tha t enslave my sex.

I love man as my fellow; but his sc eptr e real or usurpe d, extends

not to me, unless the r eason of an individual demands m y homage;

and even then the submission is to r eason, and not to man. I n

fact, the c onduc t o f an accountable being must be r egulated by the

oper ations o f i ts own r eason; or on wha t f oundation r ests the thr one

of God?

It appears to me ne cessary to d well on these ob vious truths,

because females have been insulte d, as it w ere; and while the y have

been strippe d of the vir tues tha t should clothe humani ty, they have

been decked wi th ar tif icial gr aces, that enable them to e xercise a

shor t liv ed t yranny. Love, in their bosoms, taking plac e of every

nobler passion, their sole ambi tion is to be fair , to r aise emotion

inste ad of inspiring r espect; and this ignoble desir e, like the ser vili ty

in absolute monar chies, destr oys all str ength o f char acter . Liber ty is

the mother o f vir tue, and if w omen ar e, by their v ery consti tution,

slaves, and not allo wed to br eathe the sharp in vigorating air o f

fr eedom, the y must e ver languish lik e exotics, and be r eckoned
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beautiful f laws in na tur e; let i t also be r emember ed, tha t the y are

the onl y f law.

As to the ar gument r especting the subje ction in which the se x

has ever been held, i t r etor ts on man. The man y have always been

enthr alled by the f ew; and, monsters who ha ve scarcely shown any

discernmen t o f human e xcellenc e, have tyrannized over thousands

of their f ellow cr eatur es. Why have men of superior endo wmen ts

submi t ted to such degr adation ? For, is it not univ ersally

acknowledged tha t kings, vie wed collectiv ely, have ever been

inf erior , in abili ties and vir tue, to the same number o f men tak en

fr om the c ommon mass o f mankindÑ yet, have they not, and ar e

they not still tr eated wi th a degr ee of r everence, that is an insult

to r eason? China is not the onl y countr y wher e a living man has

been made a God. MEN ha ve submi t ted to superior str ength, to

enjoy wi th impuni ty the ple asure of the momen tÑ WOMEN have

only done the same, and ther efore till i t is pr oved tha t the c our tier ,

who ser vilel y resigns the bir thrig ht o f a man, is not a mor al agent, i t

cannot be demonstr ated tha t w oman is essentiall y inf erior to man,

because she has always been subjugated.

Brutal f orce has hither to governed the w or ld, and tha t the scienc e

of poli tics is in i ts infanc y, is eviden t fr om philosophers scrupling to

give the kno wledge most useful to man tha t de termina te distinc tion.

I shall not pursue this ar gument any fur ther than to establish an

obvious inf erence, that as sound poli tics dif fuse li ber ty, mankind,

including w oman, will be come mor e wise and vir tuous.
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Chapter 3: The Same Subject
Continued

Bodil y str ength fr om being the distinc tion o f her oes is now sunk

into such unmeri ted contempt, tha t men as w ell as women, seem

to think i t unne cessary: the la t ter , as it tak es from their f eminine

graces, and from tha t lo vely weakness, the sour ce of their undue

power; and the f ormer , because it appears inimic al wi th the

character o f a gentleman.

That the y have both b y depar ting fr om one extr eme run in to

another , may easily be pr oved; but i t f irst ma y be pr oper to obser ve,

that a vulgar err or has obtaine d a degree of cr edi t, which has g iven

force to a false conclusion, in which an ef fect has been mistak en for

a cause.

People o f genius have, very fr equentl y, impair ed their

consti tutions b y stud y, or careless inat ten tion to their he alth, and

the violenc e of their passions be aring a pr opor tion to the vig our

of their in telle cts, the sw ordÕs destr oying the sc abbard has become

almost pr overbial, and superf icial obser vers have inf err ed fr om

thenc e, that men o f genius have commonl y weak, or to use a mor e

fashionable phr ase, delicate consti tutions. Y et the c ontr ary, I

believe, will appe ar to be the fac t; f or, on dilig ent inquir y, I f ind

that str ength o f mind has, in most c ases, been accompanie d by

superior str ength o f bod y, natur al soundness o f consti tution, not

that r obust tone o f ner ves and vigour o f muscles, which arise fr om

bodil y labour , when the mind is quiesc ent, or onl y dir ects the hands.

Dr. Priestle y has remarked, in the pr eface to his biogr aphical

char t, tha t the majori ty of gr eat men ha ve lived beyond f or ty-f ive.

And, considering the thoug htless manner in which the y lavished

their str ength, when in vestigating a fa vouri te scienc e, they have

wasted the lamp o f lif e, forgetful o f the midnig ht hour; or , when,

lost in poe tic dr eams, fancy has peopled the sc ene, and the soul has
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been disturbe d, till i t shook the c onsti tution, b y the passions tha t

medi tation had r aised; whose obje cts, the baseless fabric o f a vision,

faded before the exhausted eye, they must ha ve had ir on fr ames.

Shakespeare never gr asped the air y dagger wi th a ner veless hand,

nor did Milton tr emble when he le d Satan far fr om the c onf ines of

his dr eary prison. These w ere not the r avings of imbe cili ty, the sickl y

effusions o f distemper ed br ains; but the e xuber ance of fanc y, that

Òin a fine phr enzyÓ wandering, w as not continuall y reminde d of i ts

material shackles.

I am aware, that this ar gument w ould c arr y me fur ther than i t may

be supposed I wish to g o; but I f ollo w truth, and still adhering to m y

first posi tion, I will allo w tha t bodil y str ength seems to g ive man a

natur al superiori ty over w oman; and this is the onl y solid basis on

which the superiori ty of the se x can be built. B ut I still insist, tha t

not onl y the vir tue, but the KN OWLEDGE of the t wo sexes should

be the same in na tur e, if not in degr ee, and that w omen, consider ed

not onl y as moral, but r ational cr eatur es, ought to ende avour to

acquir e human vir tues (or perf ections ) by the SAME means as men,

inste ad of being e ducated lik e a fanciful kind o f HALF being, one o f

RousseauÕs wild chimer as.

But, if str ength o f bod y be, wi th some sho w of r eason, the boast

of men, wh y are women so infa tuated as to be pr oud o f a defect?

Rousseau has furnishe d them wi th a pla usible excuse, which c ould

only have occurr ed to a man, whose imag ination had be en allowed

to run wild, and r efine on the impr essions made by exquisi te senses,

that the y mig ht, f orsooth ha ve a pretext f or yielding to a na tur al

appeti te wi thout viola ting a r omantic spe cies of modest y, which

gratif ies the pride and li ber tinism o f man.

Women delude d by these sentimen ts, sometimes boast o f their

weakness, cunning ly obtaining po wer by playing on the WEAKNESS

of men; and the y may well g lor y in their illici t sw ay, for, like Turkish

bashaws, the y have mor e real power than their masters: but vir tue is

sacrif iced to tempor ary gratif ications, and the r espectabili ty of lif e

to the triumph o f an hour .

Women, as well as despots, have now, perhaps, mor e power than
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they would ha ve, if the w or ld, divide d and subdivide d in to king doms

and families, w as governed by laws deduced fr om the e xercise of

reason; but in obtaining i t, to c arr y on the c omparison, their

character is degr aded, and lic entiousness spr ead thr ough the whole

aggregate of socie ty. The many become pedestal to the f ew. I,

ther efore will v entur e to assert, tha t till w omen ar e mor e rationall y

educated, the pr ogress of human vir tue and impr ovement in

knowledge must r eceive continual che cks. And if i t be gr anted, tha t

woman w as not cr eated mer ely to gr atif y the appe ti te o f man, nor

to be the upper ser vant, who pr ovides his me als and takes care

of his linen, i t must f ollo w, that the f irst c are of those mothers or

fathers, who r eally at tend to the e ducation o f females, should be, if

not to str engthen the bod y, at le ast, not to destr oy the c onsti tution

by mistak en notions o f beaut y and female excellenc e; nor should

gir ls ever be allo wed to imbi be the pernicious notion tha t a def ect

can, by any chemic al pr ocess of r easoning become an excellenc e.

In this r espect, I am happ y to f ind, tha t the a uthor o f one o f the

most instruc tiv e books, tha t our c ountr y has produced for childr en,

coincides wi th me in opinion; I shall quote his per tinen t r emarks to

give the f orce of his r espectable authori ty to r eason.1

1.A respectable old man g ives the follo wing sensi ble

account o f the me thod he pursue d when e ducating his

daughter . "I endeavour ed to g ive both to her mind and

body a degree of vigour , which is seldom f ound in the

female sex. As soon as she was suff icien tl y advanced in

str ength to be c apable of the lig hter labours o f

husbandr y and gardening, I emplo yed her as my

constan t companion. Selene, f or tha t w as her name,

soon acquir ed a dexteri ty in all these rustic

emplo yments which I c onsider ed wi th equal pleasure

and admir ation. I f women ar e in general feeble both in
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body and mind, i t arises less fr om natur e than fr om

education. W e encour age a vicious indolenc e and

inactivi ty, which w e falsely call delic acy; inste ad of

hardening their minds b y the severer principles o f

reason and philosoph y, we breed them to useless ar ts,

which termina te in v anity and sensuali ty. In most o f the

countries which I had visi ted, they are taught nothing o f

an higher na tur e than a few modula tions o f the v oice, or

useless postur es of the bod y; their time is c onsumed in

sloth or trif les, and trif les become the onl y pursui ts

capable of in ter esting them. W e seem to f orget, tha t i t is

upon the quali ties o f the f emale sex, that our o wn

domestic c omf or ts and the e ducation o f our childr en

must depend. And wha t ar e the comf or ts or the

education which a r ace of beings corrupte d fr om their

infanc y, and unacquain ted wi th all the duties o f lif e, are

f it ted to besto w? To touch a music al instrumen t wi th

useless skill, to e xhi bi t their na tur al or af fected graces,

to the e yes of indolen t and deba uched young men, who

dissipate their husbands' pa trimon y in riotous and

unnecessary expenses: these are the onl y arts cultiv ated

by women in most o f the polishe d nations I had se en.

And the c onsequences are unif orml y such as may be

expected to pr oceed fr om such pollute d sour ces, private

miser y, and public ser vitude.

"But, Selene's education w as regulated by dif ferent

views, and conduc ted upon se verer principles; if tha t c an
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But should i t be pr oved tha t w oman is na tur ally weaker than man,

fr om whenc e does it f ollo w tha t i t is na tur al for her to labour to

become still w eaker than na tur e intende d her to be ? Arguments of

this c ast are an insult to c ommon sense, and savour o f passion. The

DIVINE RIGHT of husbands, lik e the divine rig ht o f kings, ma y, it is to

be hoped, in this enlig htened age, be conteste d wi thout dang er, and

thoug h conviction ma y not silenc e many boister ous disputan ts, yet,

when an y pr evailing pr ejudic e is at tacked, the wise will c onsider ,

and leave the narr ow-minde d to r ail wi th thoug htless vehemenc e at

inno vation.

The mother , who wishes to g ive true digni ty of char acter to her

daughter , must, r egardless of the sne ers of ignor ance, proceed on

a plan diame tric ally opposi te to tha t which R ousseau has

recommende d wi th all the deluding charms o f eloquenc e and

philosophic al sophistr y: for his eloquenc e renders absur di ties

plausible, and his dogma tic c onclusions puz zle, wi thout c onvincing

those who ha ve not abili ty to r efute them.

Thr oughout the whole animal king dom every young cr eatur e

requir es almost c ontinual e xercise, and the infanc y of childr en,

conformable to this in tima tion, should be passe d in harmless

gambols, tha t exercise the f eet and hands, wi thout r equiring v ery

minute dir ection fr om the he ad, or the c onstan t at ten tion o f a

nurse. I n fact, the c are necessary for self -pr eservation is the f irst

natur al exercise of the understanding, as li t tle in ventions to amuse

the pr esent momen t unf old the imag ination. B ut these wise designs

of natur e are counter acted by mistak en fondness or blind z eal. The

child is not lef t a momen t to i ts own dir ection, par ticular ly a gir l,

and thus r ender ed dependen tÑdependenc e is called natur al.

be called severi ty which opens the mind to a sense o f

mor al and r elig ious duties, and most ef fectuall y arms i t

against the ine vitable evils of lif e."ÑMr . Day's "Sandford

and Merton," Volume 3.
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To pr eserve personal be aut y, womanÕs glor y! the limbs and

faculties ar e cramped wi th w orse than Chinese bands, and the

sedentar y lif e which the y are condemne d to liv e, whilst bo ys fr olic

in the open air , weakens the muscles and r elaxes the ner ves. As

for RousseauÕs remarks, which ha ve since been echoed by several

wri ters, tha t the y have natur ally, that is fr om their bir th,

independen t o f education, a f ondness f or dolls, dr essing, and

talking, the y are so puerile as not to meri t a serious r efuta tion.

That a gir l, condemne d to si t f or hours tog ether listening to the

idle cha t o f weak nurses or to a t tend a t her motherÕs toile t, will

endeavour to join the c onversation, is, inde ed very natur al; and

that she will imi tate her mother or a unts, and amuse herself b y

adorning her lif eless doll, as the y do in dr essing her, poor innoc ent

babe! is undoubte dly a most na tur al consequence. For men o f the

greatest abili ties have seldom had suf f icien t str ength to rise abo ve

the surr ounding a tmospher e; and, if the pag e of genius has always

been blurr ed by the pr ejudic es of the ag e, some allowance should

be made for a sex, who, lik e kings, always see things thr ough a false

medium.

In this manner ma y the f ondness f or dr ess, conspicuous in

women, be easily accounted for, wi thout supposing i t the r esult

of a desir e to ple ase the sex on which the y are dependen t. The

absurdi ty, in shor t, o f supposing tha t a gir l is natur ally a coquet te,

and tha t a desir e connected wi th the impulse o f natur e to pr opagate

the species, should appe ar even before an impr oper education has,

by heating the imag ination, c alled i t f or th pr ematur ely, is so

unphilosophic al, that such a sagacious obser ver as Rousseau would

not ha ve adopte d i t, if he had not be en accustome d to mak e reason

give way to his desir e of singulari ty, and truth to a fa vouri te par adox.

Yet thus to g ive a sex to mind w as not very consisten t wi th the

principles o f a man who ar gued so warml y, and so well, for the

immor tali ty of the soul. B ut wha t a weak barrier is truth when i t

stands in the w ay of an hypothesis! Rousseau respectedÑalmost

adored vir tueÑand y et allo wed himself to lo ve wi th sensual

fondness. His imag ination c onstan tl y pr epared inf lammable fuel f or
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his inf lammable senses; but, in or der to r econcile his r espect f or

self-denial, f or ti tude and those her oic vir tues, which a mind lik e his

could not c ooll y admir e, he labours to in vert the la w of natur e, and

broaches a doctrine pr egnant wi th mischief, and der ogator y to the

character o f supr eme wisdom.

His ridiculous stories, which tend to pr ove that g ir ls are

NATURALLY at ten tiv e to their persons, wi thout la ying any str ess

on dail y example, ar e below contempt. And tha t a li t tle miss should

have such a corr ect taste as to neg lect the ple asing amusement o f

making O Õs, merely because she perceived tha t i t w as an ungraceful

at ti tude, should be sele cted wi th the ane cdotes o f the le arned pig.2

I have, probably, had an oppor tuni ty of obser ving mor e gir ls in

their infanc y than J. J. Rousseau. I can recollect m y own f eelings, and

I have looked steadily around me; y et, so far fr om coinciding wi th

him in opinion r especting the f irst da wn o f the f emale char acter ,

I will v entur e to af f irm, tha t a gir l, whose spiri ts have not be en

2. "I onc e knew a young person who le arned to wri te

before she learned to r ead, and began to wri te wi th her

needle before she could use a pen. At f irst inde ed, she

took i t in to her he ad to mak e no other le t ter than the O:

this le t ter she w as constan tl y making o f all sizes, and

always the wr ong way. Unluckil y one day, as she was

inten t on this emplo yment, she happene d to see herself

in the looking g lass; when, taking a dislik e to the

constr ained at ti tude in which she sa t while wri ting, she

thr ew away her pen, lik e another P allas, and determine d

against making the O an y mor e. Her br other w as also

equally averse to wri ting: i t w as the conf inemen t,

however, and not the c onstr ained at ti tude, tha t most

disguste d him." Rousseau's "Emilius.")
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damped by inac tivi ty, or innoc ence tain ted by false shame, will

always be a romp, and the doll will ne ver exci te at ten tion unless

conf inemen t allo ws her no alterna tiv e. Gir ls and boys, in shor t,

would pla y harmless tog ether , if the distinc tion o f sex was not

inculc ated long bef ore natur e makes any dif ference. I will, g o

fur ther , and aff irm, as an indisputable fac t, tha t most o f the w omen,

in the cir cle of my observation, who ha ve acted lik e rational

creatur es, or shown any vigour o f in telle ct, have acciden tall y been

allowed to run wild, as some o f the elegan t f ormers o f the fair se x

would insinua te.

The baneful c onsequences which f low fr om ina t ten tion to he alth

during infanc y, and youth, e xtend fur ther than is suppose d,

dependenc e of bod y natur ally pr oduces dependenc e of mind; and

how can she be a good wif e or mother , the gr eater par t o f whose

time is emplo yed to guar d against or endur e sickness; nor c an it be

expected, tha t a woman will r esolutel y endeavour to str engthen her

consti tution and abstain fr om ener vating indulg ences, if ar tif icial

notions o f beaut y, and false descriptions o f sensibili ty, have been

early entang led wi th her motiv es of action. M ost men ar e sometimes

oblig ed to be ar wi th bodil y inc onvenienc es, and to endur e,

occasionally, the inclemenc y of the elemen ts; but g enteel women

are, li ter ally speaking, slaves to their bodies, and g lor y in their

subjection.

I onc e knew a weak woman of fashion, who w as more than

commonl y pr oud o f her delic acy and sensibili ty. She thoug ht a

distinguishing taste and pun y appeti te the heig ht o f all human

perf ection, and ac ted according ly. I have seen this w eak

sophistic ated being neg lect all the duties o f lif e, yet r ecline wi th

self-c omplac ency on a sofa, and boast o f her w ant o f appeti te as

a proof of delic acy tha t extende d to, or , perhaps, arose from, her

exquisi te sensibili ty: for i t is dif f icult to r ender in tellig ible such

ridiculous jar gon. Yet, at the momen t, I have seen her insult a w or th y

old gentle woman, whom une xpected misf or tunes had made

dependen t on her osten tatious boun ty, and who, in be t ter da ys,

had claims on her gr ati tude. I s it possi ble tha t a human cr eatur e
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should ha ve become such a w eak and depr aved being, if, lik e the

Sybari tes, dissol ved in luxur y, every thing lik e vir tue had not be en

worn away, or never impr essed by pr ecept, a poor substi tute i t is

true, f or cultiv ation o f mind, thoug h i t ser ves as a fence against vic e?

Such a w oman is not a mor e irr ational monster than some o f

the Roman emper ors, who w ere depr aved by lawless power. Yet,

since kings have been mor e under the r estr aint o f law, and the

curb, ho wever w eak, of honour , the r ecords of histor y are not f ille d

wi th such unna tur al instanc es of foll y and cruelt y, nor does the

despotism tha t kills vir tue and g enius in the bud, ho ver over Europe

wi th tha t destruc tiv e blast which desola tes Turkey, and renders the

men, as well as the soil unfrui tful.

Women ar e every wher e in this deplor able state; f or, in or der to

preserve their innoc ence, as ignorance is cour teously terme d, truth

is hidden fr om them, and the y are made to assume an ar tif icial

character bef ore their faculties ha ve acquir ed any str ength. T aught

fr om their infanc y, that beaut y is womanÕs sceptr e, the mind shapes

itself to the bod y, and, roaming r ound i ts gilt c age, only seeks to

adorn i ts prison. M en have various emplo yments and pursui ts which

engage their a t ten tion, and g ive a character to the opening mind;

but w omen, conf ined to one, and ha ving their thoug hts constan tl y

dir ected to the most insignif icant par t o f themsel ves, seldom extend

their vie ws beyond the triumph o f the hour . But w as their

understanding onc e emancipa ted fr om the sla very to which the

pride and sensuali ty of man and their shor t sig hted desir e, like that

of dominion in t yrants, of pr esent sw ay, has subjected them, w e

should pr obably read of their w eaknesses with surprise. I must be

allowed to pursue the ar gument a li t tle far ther .

Perhaps, if the e xistenc e of an evil being w as allowed, who, in

the alleg oric al language of scriptur e, went about se eking whom he

should de vour , he could not mor e effectuall y degr ade the human

character than b y giving a man absolute po wer.

This ar gument br anches in to various r amif ications. B ir th, riches,

and every in trinsic ad vantage that exalt a man abo ve his fellows,

wi thout an y mental exertion, sink him in r eality below them. I n
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propor tion to his w eakness, he is played upon b y designing men, till

the bloa ted monster has lost all tr aces of humani ty. And tha t tri bes

of men, lik e f locks o f sheep, should quie tl y follo w such a le ader, is

a solecism tha t onl y a desire of pr esent en joyment and narr owness

of understanding c an solve. Educated in slavish dependenc e, and

enervated by luxur y and sloth, wher e shall we find men who will

stand f or th to asser t the rig hts of man; or claim the privileg e of

mor al beings, who should ha ve but one r oad to e xcellenc e? Slavery

to monar chs and ministers, which the w or ld will be long in fr eeing

itself fr om, and whose de adly grasp stops the pr ogress of the human

mind, is not y et abolishe d.

Let not men then in the pride o f power, use the same arguments

that t yrannic kings and v enal ministers ha ve used, and fallaciousl y

assert, tha t w oman oug ht to be subje cted because she has always

been so. But, when man, g overned by reasonable laws, enjoys his

natur al fr eedom, le t him despise w oman, if she do not shar e it wi th

him; and, till tha t g lorious period arriv es, in descanting on the f oll y

of the sex, let him not o verlook his o wn.

Women, i t is true, obtaining po wer by un just me ans, by pr actising

or f ostering vic e, eviden tl y lose the r ank which r eason would assign

them, and the y become ei ther abje ct slaves or capricious t yrants.

They lose all simplici ty, all digni ty of mind, in ac quiring po wer, and

act as men ar e observed to ac t when the y have been exalted by the

same means.

It is time to ef fect a r evolution in f emale manners, time to r estor e

to them their lost digni ty, and make them, as a par t o f the human

species, labour b y reforming themsel ves to r eform the w or ld. I t is

time to separ ate unchang eable mor als from loc al manners. I f men

be demi-g ods, why let us ser ve them! And if the digni ty of the

female soul be as disputable as tha t o f animals, if their r eason does

not af ford suf f icien t lig ht to dir ect their c onduc t whilst unerring

instinc t is denie d, the y are surely of all cr eatur es the most miser able

and, bent bene ath the ir on hand o f destin y, must submi t to be a FAIR

DEFECT in creation. B ut to justif y the w ays of pr ovidenc e respecting

them, b y poin ting out some irr efr agable reason for thus making
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such a lar ge por tion o f mankind ac countable and not ac countable,

would puz zle the subtlest c asuist.

The onl y solid f oundation f or mor ality appears to be the char acter

of the Supr eme Being; the harmon y of which arises fr om a balance

of at tri butes; and, to spe ak wi th r everence, one at tri bute seems to

impl y the NECESSITY of another . He must be just, be cause he is

wise, he must be g ood, because he is omnipoten t. For, to exalt one

at tri bute at the e xpense of another e qually noble and ne cessary,

bears the stamp o f the w arped reason of man, the homag e of

passion. Man, accustome d to bo w do wn to po wer in his sa vage

state, can seldom div est himself o f this barbar ous pr ejudic e even

when civiliza tion de termines ho w much superior men tal is to bodil y

str ength; and his r eason is cloude d by these crude opinions, e ven

when he thinks o f the Dei ty. His omnipotenc e is made to sw allow

up, or pr eside over his other a t tri butes, and those mor tals are

supposed to limi t his po wer irr everentl y, who think tha t i t must be

regulated by his wisdom.

I disclaim tha t species of humili ty which, af ter in vestigating

natur e, stops at the a uthor . The hig h and lo fty One, who inhabi teth

eterni ty, doubtless possesses many at tri butes o f which w e can form

no conception; but r eason tells me tha t the y cannot clash wi th those

I ador e, and I am compelle d to listen to her v oice.

It seems natur al for man to se arch for excellenc e, and either to

tr ace it in the obje ct tha t he w orships, or blindl y to in vest i t wi th

perf ection as a garmen t. But wha t good ef fect can the la t ter mode

of worship ha ve on the mor al conduc t o f a rational being ? He bends

to po wer; he ador es a dark cloud, which ma y open a brig ht pr ospect

to him, or burst in angr y, lawless fur y on his de voted head, he knows

not wh y. And, supposing tha t the Dei ty acts fr om the v ague impulse

of an undir ected will, man must also f ollo w his o wn, or ac t according

to rules, de duced fr om principles which he disclaims as irr everent.

Into this dilemma ha ve both en thusiasts and c ooler think ers fallen,

when the y labour ed to fr ee men fr om the wholesome r estr aints

which a just c onception o f the char acter o f God imposes.

It is not impious thus to sc an the at tri butes o f the Almig hty: in
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fact, who c an avoid i t tha t exercises his faculties? f or to lo ve God

as the fountain o f wisdom, g oodness, and po wer, appears to be the

only worship useful to a being who wishes to ac quir e either vir tue

or kno wledge. A blind unse t tle d affection ma y, like human passions,

occupy the mind and w arm the he art, whilst, to do justic e, love

mer cy, and walk humbl y wi th our God, is f orgot ten. I shall pursue

this subje ct still fur ther , when I c onsider r elig ion in a lig ht opposi te

to tha t r ecommende d by Dr. Gregor y, who tr eats i t as a mat ter o f

sentimen t or taste.

To return fr om this appar ent digr ession. It w ere to be wishe d, tha t

women w ould cherish an af fection f or their husbands, f ounde d on

the same principle tha t devotion oug ht to r est upon. N o other f irm

base is ther e under he aven, for le t them be ware of the fallacious

light o f sentimen t; too o ften used as a softer phr ase for sensuali ty.

It f ollo ws then, I think, tha t fr om their infanc y women should ei ther

be shut up lik e eastern princ es, or educated in such a manner as to

be able to think and ac t f or themsel ves.

Why do men halt be tween t wo opinions, and e xpect

impossi bili ties? Why do the y expect vir tue fr om a slave, or fr om a

being whom the c onsti tution o f civil socie ty has render ed weak, if

not vicious?

Still I kno w tha t i t will r equir e a consider able length o f time

to er adicate the f irml y roote d pr ejudic es which sensualists ha ve

planted; i t will also r equir e some time to c onvinc e women tha t

they act contr ary to their r eal in ter est on an enlar ged scale, when

they cherish or af fect w eakness under the name o f delic acy, and

to c onvinc e the w or ld tha t the poisone d sour ce of female vices

and follies, if i t be ne cessary, in complianc e wi th custom, to use

synonymous terms in a lax sense, has be en the sensual homag e paid

to be aut y: to be aut y of featur es; for i t has been shrewdly observed

by a German wri ter , that a pr et ty woman, as an object o f desir e,

is generally allowed to be so b y men o f all descriptions; whilst a

f ine w oman, who inspir es more sublime emotions b y displaying

intelle ctual be aut y, may be overlooked or obser ved wi th

indif ference, by those men who f ind their happiness in the
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gratif ication o f their appe ti tes. I f oresee an obvious r etor t; whilst

man r emains such an imperf ect being as he appe ars hi ther to to ha ve

been, he will, mor e or less, be the sla ve of his appe ti tes; and those

women obtaining most po wer who gr atif y a predominan t one, the

sex is degr aded by a physical, if not b y a mor al necessity.

This objection has, I gr ant, some f orce; but while such a sublime

precept exists, as, Òbe pure as your he avenly father is pur e;Ó it w ould

seem tha t the vir tues o f man ar e not limi ted by the Being who

alone could limi t them; and tha t he ma y pr ess forward wi thout

considering whe ther he steps out o f his spher e by indulg ing such a

noble ambi tion. T o the wild billo ws i t has been said, Òthus far shalt

thou g o, and no fur ther; and her e shall th y pr oud w aves be stayed.Ó

Vainly then do the y beat and f oam, restr ained by the po wer tha t

conf ines the strugg ling plane ts wi thin their orbi ts, mat ter yields to

the gr eat governing Spiri t. But an immor tal soul, not r estr ained by

mechanic al laws, and strugg ling to fr ee itself fr om the shackles o f

mat ter , contri butes to, inste ad of disturbing, the or der o f cr eation,

when, c o-oper ating wi th the F ather o f spiri ts, i t tries to g overn i tself

by the in variable rule tha t, in a degr ee, before which our imag ination

fain ts, the univ erse is regulated.

Besides, if women ar e educated for dependenc e, that is, to ac t

according to the will o f another falli ble being, and submi t, rig ht or

wr ong, to po wer, wher e are we to stop ? Are they to be c onsider ed as

viceregents, allowed to r eign over a small domain, and answ erable

for their c onduc t to a hig her tri bunal, liable to err or?

It will not be dif f icult to pr ove, that such delega tes will ac t lik e

men subjected by fear, and make their childr en and ser vants endur e

their t yrannic al oppr ession. As they submi t wi thout r eason, they

will, ha ving no f ixed rules to squar e their c onduc t by, be kind or

cruel, just as the whim o f the momen t dir ects; and w e ought not

to w onder if some times, galle d by their he avy yoke, they take a

malignan t ple asure in r esting i t on w eaker shoulders.

But, supposing a w oman, tr ained up to obe dienc e, be marrie d to

a sensible man, who dir ects her judgmen t, wi thout making her f eel

the ser vili ty of her subje ction, to ac t wi th as much pr oprie ty by this
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ref lected lig ht as can be expected when r eason is taken at second

hand, yet she cannot ensur e the lif e of her pr otector; he ma y die and

leave her wi th a lar ge famil y.

A double dut y devolves on her; to e ducate them in the char acter

of both fa ther and mother; to f orm their principles and se cur e their

proper ty. But, alas! she has never thoug ht, much less ac ted for

herself. She has onl y learned to ple ase men, to depend gr acefull y on

them; y et, encumber ed wi th childr en, how is she to obtain another

protector; a husband to suppl y the plac e of r eason? A rational man,

for w e are not tr eading on r omantic gr ound, thoug h he may think

her a ple asing docile cr eatur e, will not choose to marr y a FAMILY for

love, when the w or ld contains man y mor e pret ty cr eatur es. What

is then to be come of her? She either falls an e asy prey to some

mean for tune hun ter , who defr auds her childr en of their pa ternal

inheri tanc e, and renders her miser able; or be comes the vic tim o f

disconten t and blind indulg ence. Unable to e ducate her sons, or

impr ess them wi th r espect; f or i t is not a pla y on w ords to asser t,

that people ar e never r espected, thoug h f illing an impor tant sta tion,

who ar e not r espectable; she pines under the anguish o f unavailing

impoten t r egret. The serpen tÕs tooth en ters in to her v ery soul, and

the vic es of lic entious y outh bring her wi th sorr ow, if not wi th

poverty also, to the gr ave.

This is not an o vercharged pic tur e; on the c ontr ary, it is a very

possible case, and something similar must ha ve fallen under e very

at ten tiv e eye.

I have, however, taken i t f or gr anted, tha t she w as well dispose d,

thoug h experienc e shows, tha t the blind ma y as easily be led in to a

di tch as along the be aten r oad. But supposing, no v ery impr obable

conjectur e, that a being onl y taught to ple ase must still f ind her

happiness in ple asing; what an example o f foll y, not to sa y vice,

will she be to her innoc ent daughters! The mother will be lost in

the c oquet te, and, inste ad of making friends o f her da ughters, vie w

them wi th eyes askance, for the y are riv alsÑriv als mor e cruel than

any other , because they invite a comparison, and driv e her fr om the
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thr one of beaut y, who has never thoug ht o f a seat on the bench o f

reason.

It does not r equir e a lively pencil, or the discrimina ting outline

of a caric atur e, to sketch the domestic miseries and pe t ty vices

which such a mistr ess of a famil y dif fuses. Still she onl y acts as a

woman oug ht to ac t, br ought up ac cording to R ousseauÕs system.

She can never be r eproached for being masculine, or turning out o f

her spher e; nay, she may observe another o f his gr and rules, and,

cautiousl y pr eserving her r eputa tion fr ee fr om spot, be r eckoned a

good kind o f woman. Yet in wha t r espect c an she be terme d good?

She abstains, it is true, wi thout an y great strugg le, fr om commi t ting

gross crimes; but ho w does she fulf il her duties? Duties!Ñin truth

she has enough to think o f to adorn her bod y and nurse a w eak

consti tution.

With r espect to r elig ion, she never pr esumed to judg e for herself;

but c onforme d, as a dependent cr eatur e should, to the c eremonies

of the chur ch which she w as brought up in, piousl y believing, tha t

wiser he ads than her o wn have set tle d tha t business: and not to

doubt is her poin t o f perf ection. She ther efore pays her t ythe o f

min t and cummin, and thanks her God tha t she is not as other

women ar e. These are the blessed effects of a good education! these

the vir tues o f manÕs helpmate. I must r elieve myself by dr awing a

dif ferent pic tur e.

Let fanc y now pr esent a woman wi th a toler able understanding,

for I do not wish to le ave the line o f mediocri ty, whose consti tution,

str engthene d by exercise, has allowed her bod y to ac quir e its full

vigour; her mind, a t the same time, gr adually expanding i tself to

compr ehend the mor al duties o f lif e, and in wha t human vir tue and

digni ty consist. Forme d thus b y the r elativ e duties o f her sta tion,

she marries fr om af fection, wi thout losing sig ht o f prudenc e, and

looking be yond ma trimonial f elici ty, she secur es her husbandÕs

respect bef ore it is ne cessary to e xert me an arts to ple ase him,

and feed a dying f lame, which na tur e doomed to e xpir e when the

object became familiar , when friendship and f orbearance take place

of a mor e ardent af fection. This is the na tur al death o f love, and
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domestic pe ace is not destr oyed by strugg les to pr event i ts

extinc tion. I also suppose the husband to be vir tuous; or she is still

mor e in want o f independen t principles.

Fate, however, breaks this tie. She is lef t a wido w, perhaps,

wi thout a suf f icien t pr ovision: but she is not desola te! The pang o f

natur e is felt; but af ter time has so ftened sorr ow in to melanchol y

resignation, her he art turns to her childr en wi th r edouble d

fondness, and anxious to pr ovide f or them, af fection g ives a sacred

heroic c ast to her ma ternal duties. She thinks tha t not onl y the

eye sees her vir tuous ef for ts, fr om whom all her c omf or t no w must

f low, and whose appr obation is lif e; but her imag ination, a li t tle

abstr acted and exalted by grief, d wells on the f ond hope, tha t the

eyes which her tr embling hand close d, may still se e how she

subdues every wayward passion to fulf il the double dut y of being

the fa ther as w ell as the mother o f her childr en. Raised to her oism

by misf or tunes, she r epresses the first fain t dawning o f a natur al

inclina tion, bef ore it ripens in to lo ve, and in the bloom o f lif e forgets

her sexÑforgets the ple asure of an awakening passion, which mig ht

again have been inspir ed and r eturne d. She no long er thinks o f

pleasing, and conscious digni ty pr events her fr om priding herself

on account o f the pr aise which her c onduc t demands. H er childr en

have her lo ve, and her brig htest hopes ar e beyond the gr ave, wher e

her imag ination o ften str ays.

I think I se e her surr ounde d by her childr en, reaping the r eward

of her c are. The in tellig ent eye meets herÕs, whilst he alth and

innoc ence smile on their chubb y cheeks, and as they grow up the

cares of lif e are lessened by their gr ateful a t ten tion. She liv es to see

the vir tues which she ende avour ed to plan t on principles, f ixed in to

habi ts, to see her childr en at tain a str ength o f char acter suf f icien t to

enable them to endur e adversi ty wi thout f orget ting their motherÕ s

example.

The task o f lif e thus fulf ille d, she calmly waits for the sle ep of

death, and rising fr om the gr ave may say, behold, thou ga vest me a

talen t, and her e are five talen ts.

I wish to sum up wha t I ha ve said in a few w ords, for I her e
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thr ow do wn m y gauntle t, and den y the e xistenc e of sexual vir tues,

not e xcepting modest y. For man and w oman, truth, if I understand

the me aning o f the w ord, must be the same; y et the fanciful f emale

character , so pret til y dr awn b y poets and no velists, demanding the

sacrif ice of truth and sinc eri ty, vir tue be comes a relativ e idea,

having no other f oundation than utili ty, and of tha t utili ty men

pretend arbi tr aril y to judg e, shaping i t to their o wn c onvenienc e.

Women, I allo w, may have dif ferent duties to fulf il; but the y are

HUMAN duties, and the principles tha t should r egulate the

dischar ge of them, I stur dil y main tain, must be the same.

To become r espectable, the e xercise of their understanding is

necessary, ther e is no other f oundation f or independenc e of

character; I me an explici tl y to say, that the y must onl y bow to the

authori ty of r eason, instead of being the M ODEST slaves of opinion.

In the superior r anks of lif e how seldom do w e meet wi th a man

of superior abili ties, or e ven common ac quir ements? The r eason

appears to me cle ar; the sta te the y are born in w as an unnatur al one.

The human char acter has e ver been forme d by the emplo yments the

individual, or class pursues; and if the faculties ar e not sharpene d

by necessity, they must r emain obtuse. The ar gument may fair ly

be extende d to w omen; f or seldom oc cupie d by serious business,

the pursui t o f pleasure gives that insignif icancy to their char acter

which r enders the socie ty of the GREAT so insipid. The same w ant

of f irmness, pr oduced by a similar c ause, forces them both to f ly

fr om themsel ves to noisy ple asures, and artif icial passions, till v anity

takes place of every social af fection, and the char acteristics o f

humani ty can scarcely be discerned. Such ar e the blessings o f civil

governmen ts, as they are at pr esent or ganized, tha t w ealth and

female softness equally tend to debase mankind, and ar e produced

by the same c ause; but allo wing w omen to be r ational cr eatur es they

should be inci ted to ac quir e vir tues which the y may call their o wn,

for ho w can a rational being be ennoble d by any thing tha t is not

obtaine d by i ts OWN exertions?
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Chapter 4: Observations on
the State of Degradation to
Which Woman is Reduced by
Various Causes

That w oman is na tur ally weak, or degr aded by a concurr ence of

cir cumstanc es is, I think, cle ar. But this posi tion I shall simpl y

contr ast wi th a conclusion, which I ha ve fr equentl y heard fall fr om

sensible men in fa vour o f an aristocr acy: that the mass o f mankind

cannot be an y thing, or the obse quious slaves, who patien tl y allow

themsel ves to be penne d up, w ould f eel their o wn c onsequence,

and spurn their chains. M en, the y fur ther obser ve, submi t every

wher e to oppr ession, when the y have only to lif t up their he ads to

thr ow off the y oke; yet, inste ad of asserting their bir thrig ht, the y

quietl y lick the dust, and sa y, let us eat and drink, f or to-morr ow

we die. Women, I ar gue fr om analog y, are degraded by the same

propensi ty to en joy the pr esent momen t; and, at last, despise the

fr eedom which the y have not suf f icien t vir tue to strugg le to a t tain.

But I must be mor e explici t.

With r espect to the cultur e of the he art, i t is unanimousl y allowed

that sex is out o f the question; but the line o f subor dination in

the men tal po wers is never to be passe d over. Only Òabsolute in

loveliness,Ó the portion o f r ationali ty granted to w oman is, inde ed,

very scanty; for, denying her g enius and judgmen t, i t is scarcely

possible to divine wha t r emains to char acteriz e intelle ct.

The stamina o f immor tali ty, if I ma y be allowed the phr ase, is

the perf ecti bili ty of human r eason; for, was man created perf ect,

or did a f lood o f kno wledge break in upon him, when he arriv ed at

maturi ty, that pr eclude d err or, I should doubt whe ther his e xistenc e

would be c ontinue d after the dissolution o f the bod y. But in the
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present sta te o f things, e very dif f icult y in mor als, that escapes from

human discussion, and e qually baff les the in vestigation o f pr ofound

thinking, and the lig htning g lance of genius, is an ar gument on

which I build m y belief o f the immor tali ty of the soul. R eason is,

consequentiall y, the simple po wer of impr ovement; or , mor e

proper ly speaking, of disc erning truth. E very individual is in this

respect a wor ld in i tself. M ore or less may be conspicuous in one

being than other; but the na tur e of r eason must be the same in all,

if i t be an emana tion o f divini ty, the tie tha t connects the cr eatur e

wi th the Cr eator; f or, can that soul be stampe d wi th the he avenly

image, that is not perf ected by the e xercise of i ts own r eason?

Yet out wardly ornamen ted wi th elabor ate care, and so adorne d to

delig ht man, Òthat wi th honour he ma y love,Ó (Vide Milton ) the soul

of woman is not allo wed to ha ve this distinc tion, and man, e ver

placed between her and r eason, she is always represented as only

created to see thr ough a gross medium, and to tak e things on trust.

But, dismissing these fanciful the ories, and c onsidering w oman as a

whole, le t i t be wha t i t will, inste ad of a par t o f man, the inquir y is,

whether she has r eason or not. I f she has, which, f or a momen t, I

will tak e for gr anted, she was not cr eated mer ely to be the solac e of

man, and the sexual should not destr oy the human char acter .

Into this err or men ha ve, probably, been led by viewing e ducation

in a false lig ht; not c onsidering i t as the f irst step to f orm a being

advancing gr adually to ward perf ection; (This w ord is not stric tl y

just, but I c annot f ind a bet ter .) but onl y as a preparation f or lif e.

On this sensual err or, for I must c all i t so, has the false system

of female manners be en reared, which r obs the whole se x of i ts

digni ty, and classes the br own and fair wi th the smiling f lowers tha t

only adorn the land. This has e ver been the languag e of men, and

the f ear of depar ting fr om a supposed sexual char acter , has made

even women o f superior sense adopt the same sen timen ts. Thus

understanding, stric tl y speaking, has been denie d to w oman; and

instinc t, sublima ted in to wi t and cunning, f or the purposes o f lif e,

has been substi tute d in i ts stead.

The power of generalizing ide as, of dr awing c ompr ehensive
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conclusions fr om individual obser vations, is the onl y acquir ement

for an immor tal being, tha t r eally deserves the name o f kno wledge.

Merely to obser ve, wi thout ende avouring to ac count f or any thing,

may, (in a very inc omple te manner ) serve as the common sense o f

lif e; but wher e is the stor e laid up tha t is to clothe the soul when i t

leaves the bod y?

This po wer has not onl y been denie d to w omen; but wri ters ha ve

insiste d tha t i t is inc onsisten t, wi th a f ew exceptions, wi th their

sexual char acter . Let men pr ove this, and I shall gr ant tha t w oman

only exists f or man. I must, ho wever, previousl y remark, tha t the

power of generalizing ide as, to any great exten t, is not v ery common

amongst men or w omen. But this e xercise is the true cultiv ation

of the understanding; and e very thing c onspir es to r ender the

cultiv ation o f the understanding mor e dif f icult in the f emale than

the male w or ld.

I am natur ally led by this asser tion to the main subje ct o f the

present chapter , and shall no w at tempt to poin t out some o f the

causes that degr ade the sex, and pr event w omen fr om generalizing

their obser vations.

I shall not g o back to the r emote annals o f antiqui ty to tr ace

the histor y of woman; i t is suf f icien t to allo w, that she has always

been either a sla ve or a despot, and to r emark, tha t each of these

situations e qually retar ds the pr ogress of r eason. The grand sour ce

of female foll y and vic e has ever appeared to me to arise fr om

narr owness of mind; and the v ery consti tution o f civil g overnmen ts

has put almost insuper able obstacles in the w ay to pr event the

cultiv ation o f the f emale understanding: y et vir tue c an be built on

no other f oundation! The same obstacles ar e thr own in the w ay of

the rich, and the same c onsequences ensue.

Necessity has been pr overbiall y terme d the mother o f in vention;

the aphorism ma y be extende d to vir tue. I t is an acquir ement, and

an acquir ement to which ple asure must be sacrif iced, and who

sacrif ices pleasure when i t is wi thin the gr asp, whose mind has

not be en opened and str engthene d by adversi ty, or the pursui t o f

knowledge goaded on b y necessity? Happy is i t when pe ople have
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the c ares of lif e to strugg le wi th; f or these strugg les prevent their

becoming a pr ey to ener vating vic es, merely fr om idleness! But, if

fr om their bir th men and w omen ar e placed in a torrid z one, wi th

the meridian sun o f pleasure darting dir ectl y upon them, ho w can

they suff icien tl y br ace their minds to dischar ge the duties o f lif e, or

even to r elish the af fections tha t carr y them out o f themsel ves?

Pleasure is the business o f a womanÕs life, according to the

present modif ication o f socie ty, and while i t continues to be so,

li t tle c an be expected fr om such w eak beings. Inheri ting, in a line al

descent fr om the f irst fair def ect in na tur e, the sovereignty of

beaut y, they have, to main tain their po wer, resigned their na tur al

rig hts, which the e xercise of r eason, might have procur ed them, and

chosen r ather to be shor t-liv ed queens than labour to a t tain the

sober ple asures that arise fr om equali ty. Exalted by their inf eriori ty

(this sounds lik e a contr adiction ) they constan tl y demand homag e

as women, thoug h experienc e should te ach them tha t the men

who pride themsel ves upon paying this arbi tr ary insolen t r espect to

the sex, wi th the most scrupulous e xactness, are most incline d to

tyrannize over, and despise the v ery weakness they cherish. Of ten

do the y repeat Mr . HumeÕs sentimen ts; when c omparing the F rench

and Athenian char acter , he alludes to w omen. ÒBut wha t is mor e

singular in this whimsic al nation, say I to the A thenians, is, tha t a

fr olic o f yours during the Sa turnalia, when the sla ves are served by

their masters, is seriousl y continue d by them thr ough the whole

year, and thr ough the whole c ourse o f their liv es; accompanie d too

wi th some cir cumstanc es, which still fur ther a ugment the absur di ty

and ridicule. Y our spor t onl y elevates for a f ew days, those whom

for tune has thr own do wn, and whom she too, in spor t, may really

elevate f orever above you. But this na tion gr avely exalts those,

whom na tur e has subjected to them, and whose inf eriori ty and

inf irmi ties ar e absolutel y incur able. The women, thoug h wi thout

vir tue, ar e their masters and so vereigns.Ó

Ah! why do w omen, I wri te wi th af fectiona te solici tude,

condescend to r eceive a degree of at ten tion and r espect fr om

str angers, dif ferent fr om tha t r ecipr ocation o f civili ty which the
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dic tates of humani ty, and the poli teness of civiliza tion a uthorise

between man and man ? And why do the y not disc over, when Òin

the noon o f beaut yÕs power,Ó that the y are tr eated lik e queens only

to be delude d by hollo w r espect, till the y are led to r esign, or not

assume, their na tur al pr erogativ es? Confined then in c ages, like the

feather ed race, they have nothing to do but to plume themsel ves,

and stalk wi th mock -majest y fr om per ch to per ch. It is true, the y are

provided wi th f ood and r aiment, f or which the y nei ther toil nor spin;

but he alth, li ber ty, and vir tue ar e given in exchange. But, wher e,

amongst mankind has be en found suf f icien t str ength o f mind to

enable a being to r esign these ad venti tious pr erogativ es; one who

rising wi th the c alm digni ty of r eason above opinion, dar ed to be

proud o f the privileg es inher ent in man ? and it is vain to e xpect i t

whilst her edi tar y power chok es the af fections, and nips r eason in

the bud.

The passions of men ha ve thus plac ed women on thr ones; and,

till mankind be come mor e reasonable, it is to be f eared tha t w omen

will a vail themsel ves of the po wer which the y at tain wi th the le ast

exertion, and which is the most indisputable. The y will smile, y es,

they will smile, thoug h told tha tÑ

ÒIn beaut yÕs empir e is no mean,

And woman ei ther sla ve or queen,

Is quickl y scorn Õd when not adorÕd.Ó

But the ador ation c omes f irst, and the sc orn is not an ticipa ted.

Lewis the XIV th, in par ticular , spread facti tious manners, and

caught in a spe cious w ay, the whole na tion in his toils; f or

establishing an ar tful chain o f despotism, he made i t the in ter est of

the pe ople at lar ge, individuall y to r espect his sta tion, and suppor t

his power. And women, whom he f lat ter ed by a puerile a t ten tion to

the whole se x, obtaine d in his r eign tha t princ e-lik e distinc tion so

fatal to r eason and vir tue.

A king is always a king, and a w oman always a woman: (And a

wi t, always a wit, mig ht be adde d; for the v ain fooleries o f wi ts

and beauties to obtain a t ten tion, and mak e conquests, ar e much

upon a par .) his authori ty and her se x, ever stand be tween them and
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rational c onverse. With a lo ver, I grant she should be so, and her

sensibili ty will na tur ally lead her to ende avour to e xci te emotion,

not to gr atif y her v anity but her he art. This I do not allo w to be

coquetr y, it is the ar tless impulse o f natur e, I onl y exclaim against

the sexual desir e of conquest, when the he art is out o f the question.

This desir e is not c onf ined to w omen; ÒI have endeavour ed,Ó says

Lor d Chesterf ield, Òto gain the hearts of t wenty women, whose

persons I w ould not ha ve given a fig for.Ó The liber tine who in a

gust o f passion, tak es advantage of unsuspe cting tenderness, is a

saint when c ompar ed wi th this c old-he arted rascal; for I lik e to use

signif icant w ords. Yet onl y taught to ple ase, women ar e always on

the w atch to ple ase, and with true her oic ar dour ende avour to gain

hearts mer ely to r esign, or spurn them, when the vic tor y is decided,

and conspicuous.

I must desc end to the minutiae o f the subje ct.

I lamen t tha t w omen ar e systematic ally degr aded by receiving the

trivial a t ten tions, which men think i t manl y to pa y to the se x, when,

in fac t, the y are insulting ly suppor ting their o wn superiori ty. It is

not c ondescension to bo w to an inf erior . So ludicr ous, in fac t, do

these ceremonies appe ar to me, tha t I sc arcely am able to g overn m y

muscles, when I se e a man star t wi th eager, and serious solici tude to

lif t a handk erchief, or shut a door , when the L ADY could ha ve done

it herself, had she onl y moved a pace or t wo.

A wild wish has just f lown fr om m y heart to m y head, and I will

not stif le i t thoug h i t may exci te a horse la ugh. I do earnestl y wish

to see the distinc tion o f sex confounde d in socie ty, unless wher e

love animates the beha viour . For this distinc tion is, I am f irml y

persuaded, the f oundation o f the w eakness of char acter ascri bed

to w oman; is the c ause why the understanding is neg lected, whilst

accomplishmen ts are acquir ed wi th sedulous c are: and the same

cause accounts for their pr eferring the gr aceful bef ore the her oic

vir tues.

Mankind, including e very description, wish to be lo ved and

respected for SOMETHIN G; and the c ommon her d will al ways take

the ne arest r oad to the c omple tion o f their wishes. The r espect paid
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to w ealth and be aut y is the most c ertain and une quivocal; and of

course, will al ways at tr act the vulgar e ye of common minds. Abili ties

and vir tues ar e absolutel y necessary to r aise men fr om the middle

rank of lif e into notic e; and the na tur al consequence is notorious,

the middle r ank contains most vir tue and abili ties. M en have thus,

in one sta tion, a t le ast, an oppor tuni ty of exerting themsel ves with

digni ty, and of rising b y the e xertions which r eally impr ove a rational

creatur e; but the whole f emale sex are, till their char acter is f orme d,

in the same c ondi tion as the rich: f or the y are born, I no w speak

of a state o f civiliza tion, wi th c ertain sexual privileg es, and whilst

they are gratui tousl y granted them, f ew will e ver think o f works of

supererogation, to obtain the este em of a small number o f superior

people.

When do w e hear of women, who star ting out o f obscuri ty, boldl y

claim r espect on ac count o f their gr eat abili ties or daring vir tues?

Where are they to be f ound? ÒTo be obser ved, to be at tende d to, to

be taken notic e of wi th sympa th y, complac ency, and appr obation,

are all the ad vantages which the y seek.Ó True! m y male r eaders will

probably exclaim; but le t them, bef ore they dr aw any conclusion,

recollect, tha t this w as not wri t ten orig inall y as descriptiv e of

women, but o f the rich. I n Dr . Smi thÕs Theor y of Moral Sentimen ts,

I have found a general character o f people o f r ank and f or tune, tha t

in m y opinion, mig ht wi th the gr eatest pr oprie ty be applie d to the

female sex. I r efer the sagacious r eader to the whole c omparison;

but must be allo wed to quote a passag e to enf orce an argument

that I me an to insist on, as the one most c onclusiv e against a sexual

character . For if, e xcepting w arriors, no gr eat men o f any

denomina tion, ha ve ever appeared amongst the nobili ty, may i t not

be fair ly inf err ed, tha t their loc al situation sw allowed up the man,

and pr oduc ed a character similar to tha t o f women, who ar e

LOCALIZED, if I ma y be allowed the w ord, by the r ank the y are

placed in, b y COURTESY? Women, commonl y called Ladies, are not

to be c ontr adicted in c ompany, are not allo wed to e xert any manual

str ength; and fr om them the nega tiv e vir tues onl y are expected,

when an y vir tues ar e expected, patienc e, docili ty, good-humour ,
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and f lexibili ty; vir tues inc ompati ble wi th an y vigorous exertion o f

intelle ct. Besides by living mor e wi th each other , and to being

seldom absolutel y alone, the y are mor e under the inf luenc e of

sentimen ts than passions. Soli tude and r ef lection ar e necessary to

give to wishes the f orce of passions, and enable the imag ination to

enlar ge the obje ct and mak e it the most desir able. The same may

be said of the rich; the y do not suf f icien tl y deal in general ideas,

collected by impassiona te thinking, or c alm in vestigation, to ac quir e

that str ength o f char acter , on which gr eat r esolves are built. B ut

hear what an acute obser ver says of the gr eat.

ÒDo the great seem insensi ble of the e asy pric e at which the y may

acquir e the public admir ation ? or do the y seem to imag ine, tha t to

them, as to other men, i t must be the pur chase either o f sweat or o f

blood? By what impor tant accomplishmen ts is the y oung nobleman

instruc ted to suppor t the digni ty of his r ank, and to r ender himself

wor th y of tha t superiori ty over his f ellow ci tiz ens, to which the

vir tue o f his anc estors had r aised them ? Is it by knowledge, by

industr y, by patienc e, by self-denial, or b y vir tue o f any kind? As all

his words, as all his motions ar e at tende d to, he le arns an habi tual

regard for every cir cumstanc e of or dinar y behaviour , and studies

to perf orm all those small duties wi th the most e xact pr oprie ty. As

he is conscious ho w much he is obser ved, and how much mankind

are disposed to fa vour all his inclina tions, he ac ts, upon the most

indif ferent oc casions, wi th tha t fr eedom and ele vation which the

thoug ht o f this na tur ally inspir es. His air , his manner , his

depor tmen t all mar k tha t elegan t and gr aceful sense of his o wn

superiori ty, which those who ar e born to an inf erior sta tion c an

hardly ever arriv e at. These are the ar ts by which he pr oposes to

make mankind mor e easily submi t to his a uthori ty, and to g overn

their inclina tions ac cording to his o wn ple asure: and in this he

is seldom disappoin ted. These arts, suppor ted by rank and pr e-

eminenc e, are, upon or dinar y occasions, suff icien t to g overn the

wor ld. Lewis XIV. during the gr eater par t o f his r eign, was regarded,

not onl y in France, but o ver all Europe, as the most perf ect model

of a great princ e. But wha t w ere the talen ts and vir tues, by which
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he acquir ed this gr eat r eputa tion ? Was it by the scrupulous and

inf lexible justic e of all his under takings, b y the immense dang ers

and dif f iculties wi th which the y were at tende d, or b y the un wearied

and unr elenting applic ation wi th which he pursue d them ? Was it by

his extensiv e knowledge, by his exquisi te judgmen t, or b y his her oic

valour? I t w as by none o f these quali ties. But he w as, first o f all, the

most po werful princ e in Europe, and consequentl y held the hig hest

rank among kings; and then, sa ys his historian, Ôhe surpassed all

his cour tiers in the gr acefulness o f his shape, and the majestic

beaut y of his f eatur es. The sound o f his voice noble and af fecting,

gained those he arts which his pr esence intimida ted. He had a step

and a depor tmen t, which c ould sui t onl y him and his r ank, and

which w ould ha ve been ridiculous in an y other person. The

embarr assment which he oc casioned to those who spok e to him,

f lat ter ed tha t secret satisfac tion wi th which he f elt his o wn

superiori ty.Õ These frivolous accomplishmen ts, suppor ted by his

rank, and, no doubt, too, b y a degree of other talen ts and vir tues,

which se ems, however, not to ha ve been much abo ve mediocri ty,

establishe d this princ e in the este em of his o wn age, and have

drawn even fr om posteri ty, a good deal of r espect f or his memor y.

Compar ed wi th these, in his o wn times, and in his o wn pr esence,

no other vir tue, i t seems, appeared to ha ve any meri t. Kno wledge,

industr y, valour , and benef icence, tr embling, w ere abashed, and lost

all digni ty before them.Ó

Woman, also, thus Òin herself comple te,Ó by possessing all these

FRIVOLOUS accomplishmen ts, so changes the natur e of things,

ÑÓThat wha t she wills to do or sa y

Seems wisest, vir tuousest, discr eetest, best;

All hig her kno wledge in HER PRESENCE falls

Degraded. Wisdom in disc ourse wi th her

Loses discountenanc Õd, and lik e foll y shows;

Authori ty and r eason on her w ait.ÓÑ

And all this is built on her lo veliness!

In the middle r ank of lif e, to continue the c omparison, men, in

their y outh, ar e prepared for pr ofessions, and marriag e is not
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consider ed as the gr and featur e in their liv es; whilst w omen, on

the c ontr ary, have no other scheme to sharpen their faculties. I t

is not business, e xtensiv e plans, or an y of the e xcursiv e f lights of

ambi tion, tha t engr oss their a t ten tion; no, their thoug hts are not

emplo yed in r earing such noble struc tur es. To rise in the w or ld, and

have the li ber ty of running fr om ple asure to ple asure, they must

marr y advantageously, and to this obje ct their time is sacrif iced, and

their persons o ften legall y pr osti tute d. A man, when he en ters an y

profession, has his eye steadily f ixed on some futur e advantage (and

the mind gains gr eat str ength b y having all i ts ef for ts dir ected to

one poin t) and, full o f his business, ple asure is consider ed as mere

relaxation; whilst w omen seek for ple asure as the main purpose

of existenc e. In fact, fr om the e ducation which the y receive fr om

society, the lo ve of pleasure may be said to g overn them all; but does

this pr ove that ther e is a sex in souls? I t w ould be just as r ational

to de clare, that the c our tiers in F rance, when a destruc tiv e system

of despotism had f orme d their char acter , were not men, be cause

liber ty, vir tue, and humani ty, were sacrif iced to ple asure and vanity.

Fatal passions, which ha ve ever domine ered over the WH OLE race!

The same love of pleasure, foster ed by the whole tendenc y of

their e ducation, g ives a trif ling turn to the c onduc t o f women in

most cir cumstanc es: for instanc e, they are ever anxious about

secondar y things; and on the w atch f or adventur es, instead of being

occupie d by duties.

A man, when he under takes a journey, has, in general the end

in vie w; a woman thinks mor e of the inciden tal oc curr ences, the

str ange things tha t may possibly occur on the r oad; the impr ession

that she may make on her f ellow tr avellers; and, abo ve all, she is

anxiousl y in ten t on the c are of the f iner y tha t she carries wi th her ,

which is mor e than ever a par t o f herself, when g oing to f igur e on

a new scene; when, to use an apt F rench turn o f expr ession, she is

going to pr oduc e a sensation. Can digni ty of mind e xist wi th such

trivial c ares?

In shor t, w omen, in g eneral, as well as the rich o f both se xes,

have acquir ed all the f ollies and vic es of civiliza tion, and misse d the

80 | Rights of Woman



useful frui t. I t is not ne cessary for me al ways to pr emise, tha t I

speak of the c ondi tion o f the whole se x, leaving exceptions out o f

the question. Their senses ar e inf lamed, and their understandings

neglected; consequentl y the y become the pr ey of their senses,

delic atel y terme d sensibili ty, and are blown about b y every

momen tar y gust o f feeling. The y are, ther efore, in a much w orse

condi tion than the y would be in, w ere they in a sta te nearer to

natur e. Ever r estless and anxious, their o ver exercised sensibili ty

not onl y renders them unc omf or table themsel ves, but tr oublesome,

to use a soft phr ase, to others. All their thoug hts turn on things

calculated to e xci te emotion; and, f eeling, when the y should r eason,

their c onduc t is unstable, and their opinions ar e wavering, not the

wavering pr oduced by deli beration or pr ogressive views, but b y

contr adictor y emotions. B y f its and star ts the y are warm in man y

pursui ts; yet this w armth, ne ver concentr ated in to perse verance,

soon exhausts i tself; exhaled by i ts own he at, or me eting wi th some

other f leeting passion, to which r eason has never given any specif ic

gravity, neutr ali ty ensues. Miser able, indeed, must be tha t being

whose cultiv ation o f mind has onl y tende d to inf lame i ts passions!

A distinc tion should be made be tween inf laming and str engthening

them. The passions thus pamper ed, whilst the judgmen t is lef t

unf orme d, what c an be expected to ensue ? Undoubte dly, a mixtur e

of madness and f oll y!

This obser vation should not be c onf ined to the F AIR sex; however,

at pr esent, I onl y mean to appl y i t to them.

Novels, music, poe tr y and gallan tr y, all tend to mak e women the

creatur es of sensation, and their char acter is thus f orme d during

the time the y are acquiring ac complishmen ts, the onl y

impr ovement the y are exci ted, by their sta tion in socie ty, to acquir e.

This overstr etche d sensibili ty natur ally relaxes the other po wers

of the mind, and pr events in telle ct fr om at taining tha t sovereignty

which i t oug ht to a t tain, to r ender a r ational cr eatur e useful to

others, and c onten t wi th i ts own sta tion; f or the e xercise of the

understanding, as lif e advances, is the onl y method poin ted out b y

natur e to calm the passions.
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Satie ty has a very dif ferent ef fect, and I ha ve often be en forcibly

struck b y an emphatic al description o f damnation, when the spiri t is

represented as continuall y hovering wi th abor tiv e eagerness r ound

the def iled body, unable to en joy any thing wi thout the or gans of

sense. Yet, to their senses, ar e women made slaves, because it is b y

their sensi bili ty tha t the y obtain pr esent po wer.

And will mor alists pr etend to asser t, tha t this is the c ondi tion in

which one half o f the human r ace should be enc our aged to r emain

wi th listless inac tivi ty and stupid ac quiescence? Kind instruc tors!

what w ere we created for? To remain, i t may be said, innoc ent;

they mean in a state o f childhood. W e might as well never have

been born, unless i t w ere necessary tha t w e should be cr eated to

enable man to ac quir e the noble privileg e of r eason, the po wer

of disc erning g ood fr om evil, whilst w e lie do wn in the dust fr om

whenc e we were taken, never to rise again.

It w ould be an endless task to tr ace the variety of meannesses,

cares, and sorr ows, in to which w omen ar e plung ed by the pr evailing

opinion, tha t the y were created rather to f eel than r eason, and tha t

all the po wer the y obtain, must be obtaine d by their charms and

weakness;

ÒFine by defect, and amiabl y weak!Ó

And, made by this amiable w eakness entir ely dependen t,

excepting wha t the y gain by illici t sw ay, on man, not onl y for

protection, but ad vice, is it surprising tha t, neg lecting the duties

that r eason alone poin ts out, and shrinking fr om trials c alculated

to str engthen their minds, the y onl y exert themsel ves to give their

defects a graceful c overing, which ma y serve to heig hten their

charms in the e ye of the v oluptuar y, thoug h i t sink them belo w the

scale of mor al excellenc e?

Fragile in e very sense of the w ord, the y are oblig ed to look up

to man f or every comf or t. In the most trif ling dang ers the y cling

to their suppor t, wi th par asitic al tenaci ty, piteously demanding

succour; and their NA TURAL protector e xtends his arm, or lif ts up

his voice, to guar d the lo vely tr embler Ñfr om wha t? Perhaps the

fr own o f an old c ow, or the jump o f a mouse; a rat, w ould be a
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serious dang er. In the name o f r eason, and even common sense,

what c an save such beings fr om contempt; e ven thoug h the y be soft

and fair?

These fears, when not af fected, may be very pr et ty; but the y shew

a degree of imbe cili ty, that degr ades a rational cr eatur e in a way

women ar e not aware ofÑfor lo ve and esteem are very distinc t

things.

I am full y persuade d, tha t w e should he ar of none o f these

infan tine airs, if g ir ls were allowed to tak e suff icien t exercise and

not c onf ined in close r ooms till their muscles ar e relaxed and their

powers of dig estion destr oyed. To carr y the r emark still fur ther ,

if f ear in g ir ls, inste ad of being cherishe d, per haps, created, were

tr eated in the same manner as c owardice in bo ys, we should quickl y

see women wi th mor e dignif ied aspects. It is true, the y could not

then wi th equal pr oprie ty be terme d the sw eet f lowers tha t smile

in the w alk of man; but the y would be mor e respectable members

of socie ty, and dischar ge the impor tant duties o f lif e by the lig ht o f

their o wn r eason. ÒEducate w omen lik e men,Ó says Rousseau, Òand

the mor e they resemble our se x the less po wer will the y have over

us.Ó This is the very poin t I aim a t. I do not wish them to ha ve power

over men; but o ver themsel ves.

In the same str ain have I heard men ar gue against instruc ting the

poor; f or man y are the f orms tha t aristocr acy assumes. ÒTeach them

to r ead and wri te,Ó say the y, Òand you tak e them out o f the sta tion

assigned them b y natur e.Ó An eloquent Frenchman, has answ ered

them; I will borr ow his sen timen ts. But the y know not, when the y

make man a brute, tha t the y may expect every instan t to se e him

tr ansforme d in to a f erocious be ast. Without kno wledge ther e can be

no mor ality!

Ignor ance is a frail base for vir tue! Yet, tha t i t is the c ondi tion f or

which w oman w as organized, has been insiste d upon b y the wri ters

who ha ve most v ehementl y argued in fa vour o f the superiori ty of

man; a superiori ty not in degr ee, but essence; thoug h, to so ften the

argument, the y have labour ed to pr ove, wi th chiv alrous generosity,

that the se xes ought not to be c ompar ed; man w as made to r eason,
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woman to f eel: and tha t tog ether , f lesh and spiri t, the y make the

most perf ect whole, b y blending happil y reason and sensibili ty in to

one char acter .

And what is sensi bili ty? ÒQuickness o f sensation; quickness o f

perception; delic acy.Ó Thus is it def ined by Dr. Johnson; and the

def ini tion g ives me no other ide a than o f the most e xquisi tel y

polishe d instinc t. I disc ern not a tr ace of the imag e of God in ei ther

sensation or ma t ter . Refined seventy times se ven, the y are still

material; in telle ct d wells not ther e; nor will f ir e ever make lead gold!

I come r ound to m y old ar gument; if w oman be allo wed to ha ve

an immor tal soul, she must ha ve as the emplo yment o f lif e, an

understanding to impr ove. And when, to r ender the pr esent sta te

mor e comple te, thoug h every thing pr oves it to be but a fr action o f

a mighty sum, she is inci ted by pr esent gr atif ication to f orget her

grand destina tion. N atur e is counter acted, or she w as born onl y to

procr eate and r ot. Or , granting brutes, o f every description, a soul,

thoug h not a r easonable one, the e xercise of instinc t and sensi bili ty

may be the step, which the y are to tak e, in this lif e, towards the

at tainmen t o f r eason in the ne xt; so tha t thr ough all eterni ty the y

will lag behind man, who, wh y we cannot tell, had the po wer given

him o f at taining r eason in his f irst mode o f existenc e.

When I tr eat o f the pe culiar duties o f women, as I should tr eat o f

the pe culiar duties o f a ci tiz en or fa ther , it will be f ound tha t I do not

mean to insinua te, tha t the y should be tak en out o f their families,

speaking o f the majori ty. ÒHe that hath wif e and childr en,Ó says Lord

Bacon, Òhath g iven hostages to f or tune; f or the y are impedimen ts

to gr eat en terprises, ei ther o f vir tue or mischief. Cer tainl y the best

works, and of gr eatest meri t f or the public, ha ve proceeded fr om

the unmarrie d or childless men. Ó I say the same o f women. But,

the w elfar e of socie ty is not built on e xtr aordinar y exertions; and

were it mor e reasonably or ganized, ther e would be still less ne ed

of gr eat abili ties, or her oic vir tues. In the r egulation o f a famil y,

in the e ducation o f childr en, understanding, in an unsophistic ated

sense, is particular ly requir ed: str ength both o f bod y and mind; y et

the men who, b y their wri tings, ha ve most earnestl y labour ed to
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domestic ate w omen, have endeavour ed by arguments dic tated by a

gross appeti te, tha t satie ty had r ender ed fastidious, to w eaken their

bodies and cr amp their minds. B ut, if e ven by these sinister me thods

they really PERSUADED women, by working on their f eelings, to sta y

at home, and fulf il the duties o f a mother and mistr ess of a famil y, I

should c autiousl y oppose opinions tha t le d women to rig ht conduc t,

by pr evailing on them to mak e the dischar ge of a dut y the business

of lif e, thoug h reason were insulte d. Yet, and I appe al to experienc e,

if by neglecting the understanding the y are as much, nay, mor e

at tached fr om these domestic duties, than the y could be b y the

most serious in telle ctual pursui t, thoug h i t may be obser ved, tha t

the mass of mankind will ne ver vig orously pursue an in telle ctual

object, I ma y be allowed to inf er, that r eason is absolutel y necessary

to enable a w oman to perf orm an y dut y pr oper ly, and I must again

repeat, tha t sensibili ty is not r eason.

The comparison wi th the rich still oc curs to me; f or, when men

neglect the duties o f humani ty, women will do the same; a c ommon

str eam hurries them both along wi th thoug htless celeri ty. Riches

and honours pr event a man fr om enlar ging his understanding, and

enervate all his po wers, by reversing the or der o f natur e, which has

ever made true ple asure the r eward of labour . PleasureÑener vating

pleasure is, likewise, wi thin w omanÕs reach wi thout e arning i t. But,

till her edi tar y possessions are spread abroad, how can we expect

men to be pr oud o f vir tue? And, till the y are, women will g overn

them b y the most dir ect me ans, neglecting their dull domestic

duties, to c atch the ple asure that is on the wing o f time.

ÒThe power of women,Ó says some author , Òis her sensibili ty;Ó

and men not a ware of the c onsequence, do all the y can to mak e

this po wer swallow up e very other . Those who c onstan tl y emplo y

their sensi bili ty will ha ve most: f or example; poe ts, pain ters, and

composers. Yet, when the sensi bili ty is thus incr eased at the

expense of r eason, and even the imag ination, wh y do philosophic al

men complain o f their f ickleness? The sexual at ten tion o f man

particular ly acts on f emale sensibili ty, and this sympa th y has been

exercised fr om their y outh up. A husband c annot long pa y those
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at ten tions wi th the passion ne cessary to e xci te liv ely emotions, and

the he art, accustome d to liv ely emotions, turns to a ne w lo ver, or

pines in se cret, the pr ey of vir tue or prudenc e. I mean when the

heart has r eally been render ed suscepti ble, and the taste f orme d;

for I am apt to c onclude, fr om wha t I ha ve seen in fashionable

lif e, that vanity is oftener f oster ed than sensi bili ty by the mode o f

education, and the in ter course be tween the sexes, which I ha ve

reprobated; and tha t coquetr y mor e fr equentl y pr oceeds fr om

vanity than fr om tha t inc onstanc y, which o verstr ained sensibili ty

natur ally pr oduc es.

Another ar gument tha t has had a gr eat w eight wi th me, must,

I think, ha ve some force wi th every consider ate bene volent heart.

Gir ls, who have been thus w eakly educated, are often cruell y lef t by

their par ents wi thout an y pr ovision; and, o f course, ar e dependen t

on, not onl y the r eason, but the boun ty of their br others. These

brothers ar e, to vie w the fair est side o f the question, g ood sor t o f

men, and g ive as a favour , what childr en of the same par ents had

an equal rig ht to. I n this e quivocal humilia ting si tuation, a docile

female may remain some time, wi th a toler able degr ee of comf or t.

But, when the br other marries, a pr obable cir cumstanc e, from being

consider ed as the mistr ess of the famil y, she is viewed wi th averted

looks as an in truder , an unnecessary bur den on the bene volenc e of

the master o f the house, and his ne w par tner .

Who can recount the miser y, which man y unf or tuna te beings,

whose minds and bodies ar e equally weak, suffer in such

situationsÑunable to w ork and ashamed to beg ? The wif e, a cold-

hearted, narr ow-minde d woman, and this is not an unfair

supposi tion; f or the pr esent mode o f education does not tend to

enlar ge the he art any mor e than the understanding, is je alous of the

li t tle kindness which her husband sho ws to his r elations; and her

sensibili ty not rising to humani ty, she is displeased at seeing the

proper ty of HER childr en lavished on an helpless sister .

These are mat ters o f fact, which ha ve come under m y eye again

and again. The consequence is obvious, the wif e has recourse to

cunning to undermine the habi tual af fection, which she is afr aid
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openl y to oppose; and nei ther te ars nor c aresses are spared till

the spy is worked out o f her home, and thr own on the w or ld,

unpr epared for i ts dif f iculties; or sen t, as a great ef for t o f

generosity, or fr om some r egard to pr oprie ty, wi th a small stipend,

and an uncultiv ated mind in to joyless solitude.

These two women may be much upon a par , wi th r espect to

reason and humani ty; and chang ing si tuations, mig ht have acted

just the same self ish par t; but had the y been dif ferentl y educated,

the c ase would also ha ve been very dif ferent. The wif e would not

have had tha t sensi bili ty, of which self is the c entr e, and reason

mig ht have taught her not to e xpect, and not e ven to be f lat ter ed

by the af fection o f her husband, if i t le d him to viola te prior duties.

She would wish not to lo ve him, mer ely because he loved her , but

on account o f his vir tues; and the sister mig ht have been able to

strugg le for herself, inste ad of eating the bi t ter br ead of

dependenc e.

I am, inde ed, persuaded tha t the he art, as well as the

understanding, is opene d by cultiv ation; and b y, which ma y not

appear so clear, str engthening the or gans; I am not no w talking o f

momen tar y f lashes of sensibili ty, but o f affections. And, per haps, in

the education o f both se xes, the most dif f icult task is so to adjust

instruc tion as not to narr ow the understanding, whilst the he art is

warmed by the g enerous juic es of spring, just r aised by the ele ctric

fermen tation o f the se ason; nor to dr y up the f eelings by emplo ying

the mind in in vestigations r emote fr om lif e.

With r espect to w omen, when the y receive a careful education,

they are either made f ine ladies, brimful o f sensibili ty, and teeming

wi th c apricious fancies; or mer e notable w omen. The la t ter ar e

often friendl y, honest cr eatur es, and have a shrewd kind o f good

sense joined wi th w or ldl y prudenc e, that o ften r ender them mor e

useful members o f socie ty than the f ine sentimen tal lad y, thoug h

they possess neither gr eatness of mind nor taste. The in telle ctual

wor ld is shut against them; tak e them out o f their famil y or

neighbour hood, and the y stand still; the mind f inding no

emplo yment, f or li ter atur e affords a fund o f amusemen t, which the y
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have never soug ht to r elish, but fr equentl y to despise. The

sentimen ts and taste o f mor e cultiv ated minds appe ar ridiculous,

even in those whom chanc e and famil y connexions have led them to

love; but in mer e acquain tanc e they think i t all af fectation.

A man of sense can onl y love such a woman on ac count o f her

sex, and r espect her , because she is a trust y servant. He lets her ,

to pr eserve his own pe ace, scold the ser vants, and go to chur ch

in clothes made o f the v ery best materials. A man o f her o wn siz e

of understanding w ould, pr obably, not agr ee so well wi th her; f or

he mig ht wish to encr oach on her pr erogativ e, and manage some

domestic c oncerns himself. Y et w omen, whose minds ar e not

enlar ged by cultiv ation, or the na tur al self ishness of sensibili ty

expanded by ref lection, ar e very unf it to manag e a famil y; for b y

an undue str etch o f power, they are always tyrannizing to suppor t

a superiori ty tha t onl y rests on the arbi tr ary distinc tion o f for tune.

The evil is some times mor e serious, and domestics ar e depriv ed

of innoc ent indulg ences, and made to w ork beyond their str ength,

in or der to enable the notable w oman to k eep a bet ter table, and

outshine her neig hbours in f iner y and par ade. If she at tend to her

childr en, it is, in g eneral, to dr ess them in a c ostl y manner Ñand,

whether , this at ten tion arises fr om vanity or f ondness, i t is equally

pernicious.

Besides, how man y women o f this description pass their da ys, or,

at le ast their e venings, disc onten tedly. Their husbands ackno wledge

that the y are good managers, and chaste wiv es; but le ave home to

seek for mor e agreeable, may I be allo wed to use a signif icant French

word, piquan t socie ty; and the pa tien t drudg e, who fulf ils her task,

like a blind horse in a mill, is defr auded of her just r eward; for the

wages due to her ar e the c aresses of her husband; and w omen who

have so few r esources in themsel ves, do not v ery patien tl y bear this

priv ation o f a natur al rig ht.

A fine lad y, on the c ontr ary, has been taught to look do wn wi th

contempt on the vulgar emplo yments of lif e; thoug h she has only

been inci ted to ac quir e accomplishmen ts tha t rise a degr ee above

sense; for even corpor eal accomplishmen ts cannot be ac quir ed wi th
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any degr ee of pr ecision, unless the understanding has be en

str engthene d by exercise. Without a f oundation o f principles taste

is superf icial; and gr ace must arise fr om something de eper than

imi tation. The imag ination, ho wever, is heated, and the f eelings

render ed fastidious, if not sophistic ated; or , a counterpoise o f

judgmen t is not ac quir ed, when the he art still r emains ar tless,

thoug h i t becomes too tender .

These women ar e often amiable; and their he arts are really mor e

sensible to g eneral benevolenc e, mor e alive to the sen timen ts tha t

civiliz e lif e, than the squar e elbowed famil y drudg e; but, w anting a

due pr opor tion o f r ef lection and self -g overnmen t, the y onl y inspir e

love; and are the mistr esses of their husbands, whilst the y have

any hold on their af fections; and the pla tonic friends o f his male

acquain tanc e. These are the fair def ects in na tur e; the w omen who

appear to be cr eated not to en joy the f ellowship o f man, but to sa ve

him fr om sinking in to absolute brutali ty, by rubbing o ff the r ough

angles of his char acter; and b y playful dallianc e to g ive some digni ty

to the appe ti te tha t dr aws him to them. Gr acious Cr eator o f the

whole human r ace! hast thou cr eated such a being as w oman, who

can tr ace thy wisdom in th y works, and feel tha t thou alone ar t

by th y natur e, exalted above herÑfor no be t ter purpose ? Can she

believe that she w as only made to submi t to man her e qual; a being,

who, lik e her, was sent in to the w or ld to ac quir e vir tue? Can she

consent to be oc cupie d mer ely to ple ase him; mer ely to adorn the

earth, when her soul is c apable of rising to the e? And can she rest

supinel y dependen t on man f or r eason, when she oug ht to moun t

wi th him the ar duous ste eps of kno wledge?

Yet, if lo ve be the supr eme good, let w omen be onl y educated

to inspir e it, and le t every charm be polishe d to in toxicate the

senses; but, if the y are mor al beings, let them ha ve a chance to

become in tellig ent; and le t lo ve to man be onl y a part o f tha t g lowing

f lame of univ ersal love, which, af ter encir cling humani ty, moun ts in

grateful inc ense to God.

To fulf il domestic duties much r esolution is ne cessary, and a

serious kind o f perseverance that r equir es a more firm suppor t than
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emotions, ho wever liv ely and true to na tur e. To give an example

of or der, the soul o f vir tue, some austeri ty of behaviour must be

adopte d, scarcely to be e xpected fr om a being who, fr om i ts infanc y,

has been made the w eather cock o f i ts own sensations. W hoever

rationall y means to be useful, must ha ve a plan of conduc t; and,

in the dischar ge of the simplest dut y, we are often oblig ed to ac t

contr ary to the pr esent impulse o f tenderness or c ompassion.

Severi ty is fr equentl y the most c ertain, as w ell as the most sublime

proof of affection; and the w ant o f this po wer over the f eelings,

and of tha t lo fty, dignif ied affection, which mak es a person pr efer

the futur e good of the belo ved object to a pr esent gr atif ication, is

the r eason why so many fond mothers spoil their childr en, and has

made i t questionable, whe ther neg ligence or indulg ence is most

hur tful: but I am incline d to think, tha t the la t ter has done most

harm.

Mankind se em to agr ee, that childr en should be lef t under the

management o f women during their childhood. N ow, from all the

observation tha t I ha ve been able to mak e, women o f sensibili ty are

the most unf it f or this task, be cause they will infalli bly, carrie d away

by their f eelings, spoil a childÕs temper . The management o f the

temper , the f irst and most impor tant br anch of education, r equir es

the sober ste ady eye of r eason; a plan of conduc t equally distan t

fr om t yranny and indulg ence; yet these ar e the extr emes that

people o f sensibili ty alterna tel y fall in to; always shooting be yond

the mar k. I have follo wed this tr ain of r easoning much fur ther , till

I have conclude d, tha t a person o f genius is the most impr oper

person to be emplo yed in education, public or priv ate. Minds o f

this r are species see things too much in masses, and seldom, if

ever, have a good temper . That habi tual che erfulness, terme d good

humour , is, perhaps, as seldom uni ted wi th gr eat men tal po wers, as

wi th str ong feelings. And those pe ople who f ollo w, wi th in ter est and

admir ation, the f lights of genius; or , wi th c ooler appr obation suck

in the instruc tion, which has be en elabor atel y pr epared for them

by the pr ofound think er, ought not to be disguste d, if the y f ind the

former choleric, and the la t ter mor ose; because liveliness of fanc y,
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and a tenacious c ompr ehension o f mind, ar e scarcely compati ble

wi th tha t plian t urbani ty which le ads a man, at le ast to bend to the

opinions and pr ejudic es of others, inste ad of r oughly confr onting

them.

But, tr eating o f education or manners, minds o f a superior class

are not to be c onsider ed, the y may be lef t to chanc e; it is the

multi tude, wi th moder ate abili ties, who c all for instruc tion, and

catch the c olour o f the a tmospher e they br eathe. This r espectable

concourse, I c ontend, men and w omen, should not ha ve their

sensations heig htened in the hot-be d of luxurious indolenc e, at the

expence of their understanding; f or, unless ther e be a ballast of

understanding, the y will ne ver become ei ther vir tuous or fr ee: an

aristocr acy, founde d on pr oper ty, or ster ling talen ts, will e ver sweep

before it, the alterna tel y timid and f erocious slaves of feeling.

Number less are the ar guments, to tak e another vie w of the

subject, br ought f orward wi th a show of r eason; because supposed

to be de duced fr om natur e, that men ha ve used mor ally and

physically to degr ade the sex. I must notic e a few.

The female understanding has o ften be en spoken of wi th

contempt, as arriving sooner a t maturi ty than the male. I shall not

answer this ar gument by alluding to the e arly pr oofs of r eason, as

well as genius, in Co wley, Milton, and P ope, (Many other names

mig ht be adde d.) but onl y appeal to experienc e to de cide whe ther

young men, who ar e early in tr oduced in to c ompany (and examples

now abound) do not ac quir e the same pr ecoci ty. So notorious is this

fact, tha t the bar e mentioning o f i t must bring bef ore people, who

at all mix in the w or ld, the ide a of a number o f swaggering apes

of men whose understandings ar e narr owed by being br ought in to

the socie ty of men when the y ought to ha ve been spinning a top or

twir ling a hoop.

It has also been asserted, by some natur alists, tha t men do not

at tain their full gr owth and str ength till thir ty; but tha t w omen

arriv e at maturi ty by t wenty. I appr ehend tha t the y reason on false

ground, le d astr ay by the male pr ejudic e, which de ems beaut y the

perf ection o f womanÑmer e beaut y of featur es and comple xion, the
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vulgar ac ceptation o f the w or ld, whilst male be aut y is allowed to

have some connexion wi th the mind. S tr ength o f bod y, and tha t

character o f countenanc e, which the F rench term a ph ysionomie,

women do not ac quir e before thir ty, any mor e than men. The li t tle

artless tricks o f childr en, it is true, ar e particular ly pleasing and

at tr activ e; yet, when the pr et ty fr eshness of youth is w orn o ff, these

artless gr aces become studie d airs, and disgust e very person o f

taste. I n the c ountenanc e of gir ls we only look f or viv acity and

bashful modest y; but, the springtide o f lif e over, we look f or sober er

sense in the fac e, and for tr aces of passion, inste ad of the dimples o f

animal spiri ts; expecting to se e individuali ty of char acter , the onl y

fastener o f the af fections. W e then wish to c onverse, not to f ondle;

to g ive scope to our imag inations, as w ell as to the sensa tions o f our

hearts.

At t wenty the be aut y of both se xes is equal; but the li ber tinism

of man le ads him to mak e the distinc tion, and super annuated

coquet tes are commonl y of the same opinion; f or when the y can no

longer inspir e love, they pay for the vig our and viv acity of youth.

The French who admi t mor e of mind in to their notions o f beaut y,

give the pr eference to w omen o f thir ty. I mean to say, that the y

allow w omen to be in their most perf ect sta te, when viv acity gives

place to r eason, and to tha t majestic seriousness o f char acter , which

marks maturi ty; or, the r esting poin t. In youth, till t wenty the bod y

shoots out; till thir ty the solids ar e at taining a degr ee of densi ty; and

the f lexible muscles, gr owing dail y mor e rig id, give character to the

countenanc e; that is, the y tr ace the oper ations o f the mind wi th the

ir on pen o f fate, and tell us not onl y what po wers are wi thin, but

how the y have been emplo yed.

It is pr oper to obser ve, that animals who arriv e slowly at maturi ty,

are the long est liv ed, and of the noblest spe cies. Men cannot,

however, claim an y natur al superiori ty fr om the gr andeur o f

longevity; for in this r espect natur e has not distinguishe d the male.

Polygamy is another ph ysical degradation; and a pla usible

argument f or a custom, tha t blasts e very domestic vir tue, is dr awn

fr om the w ell-a t teste d fact, tha t in the c ountries wher e it is
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establishe d, mor e females are born than males. This appe ars to

be an indic ation o f natur e, and to na tur e apparentl y reasonable

speculations must yield. A fur ther c onclusion ob viousl y pr esents

itself; if pol ygamy be necessary, woman must be inf erior to man, and

made for him.

With r espect to the f orma tion o f the f oetus in the w omb, w e are

very ignor ant; but i t appears to me pr obable, tha t an acciden tal

physical cause may account f or this phenomenon, and pr ove it not

to be a law of natur e. I have met wi th some per tinen t obser vations

on the subje ct in F orsterÕs Account o f the I sles of the South Se a,

that will e xplain m y meaning. Af ter obser ving tha t o f the t wo sexes

amongst animals, the most vig orous and hot test c onsti tution al ways

prevails, and pr oduces its kind; he adds,ÑÓIf this be applie d to the

inhabi tants of Afric a, it is eviden t tha t the men ther e, accustome d

to pol ygamy, are enervated by the use o f so many women, and

ther efore less vigorous; the w omen on the c ontr ary, are of a hot ter

consti tution, not onl y on account o f their mor e irri table ner ves,

mor e sensitiv e organization, and mor e lively fancy; but lik ewise

because they are depriv ed in their ma trimon y of tha t shar e of

physical love which in a monogamous c ondi tion, w ould all be theirs;

and thus f or the abo ve reasons, the generality of childr en are born

females.Ó

ÒIn the gr eater par t o f Europe i t has been pr oved by the most

accur ate lists o f mor tali ty, that the pr opor tion o f men to w omen is

nearly equal, or , if any dif ference takes place, the males born ar e

mor e numer ous, in the pr opor tion o f 105 to 100.Ó

The necessity of pol ygamy, ther efore, does not appe ar; yet when a

man seduces a woman, i t should I think, be terme d a LEFT-HAND ED

marriag e, and the man should be LEGALL Y obliged to main tain the

woman and her childr en, unless adulter y, a natur al divorcement,

abrogated the la w. And this la w should r emain in f orce as long as

the w eakness of women c aused the w ord seduction to be use d as an

excuse for their fr ailt y and w ant o f principle; na y, while the y depend

on man f or a subsistenc e, instead of earning i t by the e xercise of

their o wn hands or he ads. But these w omen should not in the full
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meaning o f the r elationship, be terme d wiv es, or the v ery purpose

of marriag e would be sub verted, and all those ende aring chari ties

that f low fr om personal f ideli ty, and give a sancti ty to the tie, when

nei ther lo ve nor friendship uni tes the he arts, would melt in to

self ishness. The woman who is fai thful to the fa ther o f her childr en

demands r espect, and should not be tr eated lik e a prosti tute;

thoug h I r eadily grant, tha t if i t be ne cessary for a man and w oman

to liv e together in or der to bring up their o ffspring, na tur e never

intende d tha t a man should ha ve mor e than one wif e.

Still, hig hly as I respect marriag e, as the foundation o f almost

every social vir tue, I c annot a void f eeling the most liv ely compassion

for those unf or tuna te f emales who ar e broken off fr om socie ty, and

by one err or torn fr om all those af fections and r elationships tha t

impr ove the he art and mind. I t does not fr equentl y even deserve

the name o f err or; f or man y innoc ent g ir ls become the dupes o f a

sincere affectiona te heart, and still mor e are, as it may emphatic ally

be terme d, RUINED bef ore they know the dif ference between vir tue

and vic e: and thus pr epared by their e ducation f or infam y, they

become infamous. Asy lums and Mag dalens are not the pr oper

remedies for these abuses. I t is justic e, not chari ty, that is w anting

in the w or ld!

A woman who has lost her honour , imagines tha t she cannot fall

lower, and as for r ecovering her f ormer sta tion, i t is impossi ble;

no exertion c an wash this stain a way. Losing thus e very spur , and

having no other me ans of suppor t, pr osti tution be comes her onl y

refuge, and the char acter is quickl y depr aved by cir cumstanc es over

which the poor wr etch has li t tle po wer, unless she possesses an

uncommon por tion o f sense and lo ftiness o f spiri t. Necessity never

makes prosti tution the business o f menÕs lives; thoug h number less

are the w omen who ar e thus r ender ed systematic ally vicious. This,

however, arises, in a gr eat degr ee, from the sta te o f idleness in

which w omen ar e educated, who ar e always taught to look up to

man for a main tenanc e, and to c onsider their persons as the pr oper

return f or his e xertions to suppor t them. M eretricious airs, and the

whole scienc e of wantonness, has then a mor e powerful stimulus
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than ei ther appe ti te or v anity; and this r emark gives force to the

prevailing opinion, tha t wi th chasti ty all is lost tha t is r espectable

in w oman. Her char acter depends on the obser vance of one vir tue,

thoug h the onl y passion f oster ed in her he artÑis lo ve. Nay the

honour o f a woman is not made e ven to depend on her will.

When Richar dson makes Clarissa tell Lo velace that he had r obbed

her o f her honour , he must ha ve had str ange notions o f honour and

vir tue. For, miserable beyond all names o f miser y is the c ondi tion

of a being, who c ould be degr aded wi thout i ts own c onsent! This

excess of stric tness I have heard vindic ated as a salutary err or. I

shall answer in the w ords of Lei bni tzÑÓErr ors ar e often useful; but

it is commonl y to r emedy other err ors.Ó

Most o f the e vils of lif e arise fr om a desir e of pr esent en joyment

that outruns i tself. The obe dienc e requir ed of women in the

marriag e state, comes under this description; the mind, na tur ally

weakened by depending on a uthori ty, never exerts i ts own po wers,

and the obe dien t wif e is thus r ender ed a weak indolen t mother . Or,

supposing tha t this is not al ways the c onsequence, a futur e state o f

existenc e is scarcely taken in to the r eckoning when onl y negativ e

vir tues ar e cultiv ated. For in tr eating o f mor als, particular ly when

women ar e alluded to, wri ters ha ve too o ften c onsider ed vir tue

in a very limi ted sense, and made the f oundation o f i t SOLELY

wor ldl y utili ty; nay, a still mor e fr agile base has been given to this

stupendous fabric, and the w ayward f luc tuating f eelings o f men

have been made the standar d of vir tue. Yes, vir tue as well as relig ion,

has been subjected to the de cisions o f taste.

It w ould almost pr ovoke a smile of contempt, if the v ain

absurdi ties o f man did not strik e us on all sides, to obser ve, how

eager men ar e to degr ade the sex fr om whom the y pr etend to

receive the chief ple asure of lif e; and I have fr equentl y, wi th full

conviction, r etor ted PopeÕs sarcasm on them; or , to speak explici tl y,

it has appeared to me applic able to the whole human r ace. A love

of pleasure or sw ay seems to divide mankind, and the husband

who lor ds it in his li t tle har em, thinks onl y of his ple asure or his

convenienc e. To such lengths, inde ed, does an in temper ate lo ve
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of pleasure carr y some pruden t men, or w orn out li ber tines, who

marr y to ha ve a safe companion, tha t the y seduce their o wn wiv es.

Hymen banishes modest y, and chaste lo ve takes its f light.

Love, consider ed as an animal appe ti te, cannot long f eed on i tself

wi thout e xpiring. And this e xtinc tion, in i ts own f lame, may be

terme d the violen t death o f love. But the wif e who has thus be en

render ed lic entious, will pr obably endeavour to f ill the v oid lef t by

the loss o f her husbandÕs at ten tions; f or she c annot c onten tedly

become mer ely an upper ser vant af ter ha ving been tr eated lik e

a goddess. She is still handsome, and, inste ad of tr ansferring her

fondness to her childr en, she only dr eams of enjoying the sunshine

of lif e. Besides, there are many husbands so devoid o f sense and

parental af fection, tha t during the f irst ef fervescence of voluptuous

fondness, the y refuse to le t their wiv es suckle their childr en. They

are only to dr ess and live to ple ase them: and lo ve, even innoc ent

love, soon sinks in to lasciviousness when the e xercise of a dut y is

sacrif iced to i ts indulg ence.

Personal at tachmen t is a very happy foundation f or friendship;

yet, when e ven t wo vir tuous y oung pe ople marr y, it w ould, per haps,

be happy if some cir cumstanc e checked their passion; if the

recollection o f some prior a t tachmen t, or disappoin ted affection,

made i t on one side, a t le ast, rather a ma tch f ounde d on este em. In

that case they would look be yond the pr esent momen t, and tr y to

render the whole o f lif e respectable, by forming a plan to r egulate a

friendship which onl y death oug ht to dissol ve.

Friendship is a serious af fection; the most sublime o f all

affections, be cause it is f ounde d on principle, and c emented by

time. The v ery reverse may be said of love. In a great degr ee, love

and friendship c annot subsist in the same bosom; e ven when

inspir ed by dif ferent objects the y weaken or destr oy each other ,

and for the same obje ct c an onl y be felt in suc cession. The vain

fears and fond jealousies, the winds which fan the f lame of love,

when judiciousl y or ar tfull y temper ed, are both inc ompati ble wi th

the tender c onf idenc e and sincere respect o f friendship.

Love, such as the g lowing pen o f genius has tr aced, exists not on
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earth, or onl y resides in those e xalted, fervid imag inations tha t have

sketche d such dang erous pic tur es. Dangerous, because they not

only afford a plausible excuse to the v oluptuar y, who disguises she er

sensuali ty under a sen timen tal veil; but as the y spread affectation,

and tak e fr om the digni ty of vir tue. Vir tue, as the v ery word impor ts,

should ha ve an appearance of seriousness, if not a usteri ty; and to

endeavour to trick her out in the garb o f pleasure, because the

epi the t has been used as another name f or beaut y, is to exalt her on

a quicksand; a most insidious a t tempt to hasten her fall b y apparent

respect. Vir tue, and ple asure are not, in fac t, so nearly allied in

this lif e as some eloquent wri ters ha ve labour ed to pr ove. Pleasure

prepares the fading wr eath, and mix es the in toxicating cup; but the

frui t which vir tue g ives, is the r ecompenc e of toil: and, gr adually

seen as it ripens, onl y affords calm satisfac tion; na y, appearing to be

the r esult o f the na tur al tendenc y of things, i t is scarcely observed.

Bread, the c ommon f ood of lif e, seldom thoug ht o f as a blessing,

suppor ts the c onsti tution, and pr eserves health; still f easts delig ht

the he art o f man, thoug h disease and even death lur k in the cup

or dain ty tha t elevates the spiri ts or tickles the pala te. The liv ely

heated imag ination in the same st yle, dr aws the pic tur e of love, as

it dr aws every other pic tur e, wi th those g lowing c olours, which the

daring hand will ste al fr om the r ainbow tha t is dir ected by a mind,

condemne d, in a w or ld lik e this, to pr ove its noble orig in, by panting

after una t tainable perf ection; e ver pursuing wha t i t ackno wledges

to be a f leeting dr eam. An imagination o f this vig orous cast can

give existenc e to insubstan tial f orms, and stabili ty to the shado wy

reveries which the mind na tur ally falls in to when r ealities ar e found

vapid. I t can then depic t lo ve wi th c elestial charms, and dote on

the gr and ideal object; i t c an imagine a degr ee of mutual af fection

that shall r efine the soul, and not e xpir e when i t has served as a

Òscale to he avenly;Ó and, like devotion, mak e it absorb e very meaner

affection and desir e. In each otherÕs arms, as in a temple, wi th

its summi t lost in the clouds, the w or ld is to be shut out, and

every thoug ht and wish, tha t do not nur tur e pur e affection and

permanen t vir tue. Permanen t vir tue! alas! Rousseau, respectable
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visionar y! th y paradise would soon be viola ted by the en tr ance of

some unexpected guest. Lik e Milton Õs, it w ould onl y contain ang els,

or men sunk belo w the digni ty of r ational cr eatur es. Happiness is

not ma terial, i t cannot be se en or f elt! Yet the e ager pursui t o f

the good which e very one shapes to his o wn fanc y, proclaims man

the lor d of this lo wer w or ld, and to be an in tellig ential cr eatur e,

who is not to r eceive, but acquir e happiness. They, ther efore, who

complain o f the delusions o f passion, do not r ecollect tha t the y are

exclaiming

against a str ong pr oof of the immor tali ty of the soul.

But, le aving superior minds to c orr ect themsel ves, and pay dearly

for their e xperienc e, it is ne cessary to obser ve, that i t is not against

str ong, persevering passions; but r omantic, w avering f eelings, tha t I

wish to guar d the f emale heart by exercising the understanding; f or

these par adisiacal reveries ar e oftener the ef fect o f idleness than o f

a lively fancy.

Women have seldom suf f icien t serious emplo yment to silenc e

their f eelings; a r ound o f li t tle c ares, or vain pursui ts, fri t tering

away all str ength o f mind and or gans, they become natur ally onl y

objects of sense. In shor t, the whole tenor o f female education ( the

education o f socie ty) tends to r ender the best dispose d, romantic

and inc onstan t; and the r emainder v ain and me an. In the pr esent

state o f socie ty, this evil c an scarcely be remedied, I am afr aid, in the

slightest degr ee; should a mor e laudable ambi tion e ver gain gr ound,

they may be br ought ne arer to na tur e and reason, and become mor e

vir tuous and useful as the y grow mor e respectable.

But I will v entur e to assert, tha t their r eason will ne ver acquir e

suff icien t str ength to enable i t to r egulate their c onduc t, whilst

the making an appe arance in the w or ld is the f irst wish o f the

majori ty of mankind. T o this w eak wish the na tur al affections and

the most useful vir tues ar e sacrif iced. Gir ls marr y mer ely to BETTER

THEMSELVES, to borr ow a signif icant vulgar phr ase, and have such

perf ect po wer over their he arts as not to permi t themsel ves to FALL

IN LOVE till a man wi th a superior f or tune o ffers. On this subje ct I

mean to enlar ge in a futur e chapter; i t is onl y necessary to dr op a
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hin t at pr esent, because women ar e so often degr aded by suffering

the self ish prudenc e of age to chill the ar dour o f youth.

>From the same sour ce f lows an opinion tha t young g ir ls ought

to de dicate gr eat par t o f their time to ne edle w ork; yet, this

emplo yment contr acts their faculties mor e than an y other tha t

could ha ve been chosen f or them, b y conf ining their thoug hts to

their persons. M en or der their clothes to be made, and ha ve done

wi th the subje ct; w omen mak e their o wn clothes, ne cessary or

ornamen tal, and ar e continuall y talking about them; and their

thoug hts follo w their hands. I t is not inde ed the making o f

necessaries that w eakens the mind; but the fripper y of dr ess. For

when a w oman in the lo wer r ank of lif e makes her husbandÕs and

childr enÕs clothes, she does her dut y, this is par t o f her business; but

when w omen w ork onl y to dr ess bet ter than the y could other wise

afford, i t is w orse than she er loss of time. T o render the poor

vir tuous, the y must be emplo yed, and women in the middle r ank of

lif e did the y not ape the fashions o f the nobili ty, wi thout c atching

their e ase, might emplo y them, whilst the y themsel ves managed

their families, instruc ted their childr en, and exercised their o wn

minds. Gar dening, e xperimen tal philosoph y, and li ter atur e, would

afford them subje cts to think o f, and mat ter f or c onversation, tha t

in some degr ee would e xercise their understandings. The

conversation o f French w omen, who ar e not so rig idl y nailed to their

chairs, to t wist lappe ts, and knot ri bbands, is fr equentl y superf icial;

but, I c ontend, tha t i t is not half so insipid as tha t o f those Eng lish

women, whose time is spen t in making c aps, bonnets, and the whole

mischief o f trimmings, not to men tion shopping, bar gain-hun ting,

etc. etc.: and i t is the de cent, pruden t w omen, who ar e most

degraded by these pr actic es; for their motiv e is simpl y vanity. The

wanton, who e xercises her taste to r ender her person alluring, has

something mor e in view.

These observations all br anch out o f a general one, which I ha ve

before made, and which c annot be too o ften insiste d upon, f or,

speaking o f men, w omen, or pr ofessions, it will be f ound, tha t the

emplo yment o f the thoug hts shapes the char acter both g enerally
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and individuall y. The thoug hts of women ever ho ver around their

persons, and is i t surprising tha t their persons ar e reckoned most

valuable? Yet some degr ee of li ber ty of mind is ne cessary even to

form the person; and this ma y be one r eason why some gentle wiv es

have so few at tr actions beside tha t o f sex. Add to this, se dentar y

emplo yments r ender the majori ty of women sickl y, and false notions

of female excellenc e make them pr oud o f this delic acy, thoug h i t be

another f et ter , that by calling the a t ten tion c ontinuall y to the bod y,

cramps the ac tivi ty of the mind.

Women o f quali ty seldom do an y of the manual par t o f their

dress, consequentl y onl y their taste is e xercised, and the y acquir e,

by thinking less o f the f iner y, when the business o f their toile t is

over, that ease, which seldom appe ars in the depor tmen t o f women,

who dr ess merely for the sak e of dr essing. In fact, the obser vation

wi th r espect to the middle r ank, the one in which talen ts thriv e best,

extends not to w omen; f or those o f the superior class, b y catching,

at le ast a smat tering o f li ter atur e, and conversing mor e wi th men,

on general topics, ac quir e mor e knowledge than the w omen who

ape their fashions and fa ults wi thout sharing their ad vantages. With

respect to vir tue, to use the w ord in a c ompr ehensive sense, I have

seen most in lo w lif e. Many poor w omen main tain their childr en

by the sw eat o f their br ow, and keep tog ether families tha t the

vices of the fa thers w ould ha ve scat ter ed abroad; but g entle women

are too indolen t to be ac tiv ely vir tuous, and ar e softened rather

than r efined by civiliza tion. I ndeed the g ood sense which I ha ve

met wi th among the poor w omen who ha ve had few advantages

of education, and y et have acted her oically, str ongly conf irme d me

in the opinion, tha t trif ling emplo yments have render ed women a

trif ler. Men, taking her (ÔI take her bod y,Õ says Ranger.) body, the

mind is lef t to rust; so tha t while ph ysical love enervates man, as

being his fa vouri te r ecreation, he will ende avour to ensla ve woman:

and who c an tell ho w man y generations ma y be necessary to g ive

vigour to the vir tue and talen ts of the fr eed posteri ty of abject

slaves? (ÔSupposing tha t w omen ar e volun tar y slavesÑslavery of any
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kind is unfa vour able to human happiness and

impr ovement.ÕÑÕKnoxÕs EssaysÕ.)

In tr acing the c auses that in m y opinion, ha ve degraded woman, I

have conf ined my observations to such as univ ersally act upon the

mor als and manners o f the whole se x, and to me i t appears clear,

that the y all spring fr om w ant o f understanding. W hether this arises

fr om a physical or acciden tal w eakness of faculties, time alone c an

determine; f or I shall not la y any great str ess upon the e xample

of a few w omen (Sappho, Eloisa, Mrs. Mac aulay, the Empr ess of

Russia, Madame dÕEon, etc. These, and man y mor e, may be reckoned

exceptions; and, ar e not all her oes, as well as heroines, exceptions

to general rules? I wish to se e women nei ther her oines nor brutes;

but r easonable cr eatur es.) who, fr om having r eceived a masculine

education, ha ve acquir ed cour age and resolution; I onl y contend

that the men who ha ve been placed in similar si tuations ha ve

acquir ed a similar char acter , I speak of bodies o f men, and tha t men

of genius and talen ts have star ted out o f a class, in which w omen

have never yet been placed.
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Chapter 5: Animadversions
on Some of the Writers Who
Have Rendered Women
Objects of Pity, Bordering on
Contempt

The opinions spe ciousl y suppor ted, in some modern public ations on

the f emale char acter , and education, which ha ve given the tone to

most o f the obser vations made, in a mor e cursor y manner , on the

sex, remain no w to be e xamine d.

SECTION 5.1.

I shall beg in wi th Rousseau, and give a sketch o f the char acter o f

women in his o wn w ords, interspersing c ommen ts and r ef lections.

My commen ts, i t is true, will all spring fr om a few simple principles,

and mig ht have been deduced fr om wha t I ha ve already said; but the

artif icial struc tur e has been raised wi th so much ing enui ty, that i t

seems necessary to a t tack i t in a mor e cir cumstan tial manner , and

make the applic ation m yself.

Sophia, says Rousseau, should be as perf ect a woman as Emilius is

a man, and to r ender her so, i t is ne cessary to e xamine the char acter

which na tur e has given to the se x.

He then pr oceeds to pr ove, that w omen oug ht to be w eak and

passive, because she has less bodily str ength than man; and fr om

hence inf ers, tha t she w as forme d to ple ase and to be subject to
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him; and tha t i t is her dut y to r ender herself A GREEABLE to her

master Ñthis being the gr and end o f her e xistenc e.

Supposing w omen to ha ve been forme d onl y to ple ase, and be

subject to man, the c onclusion is just, she oug ht to sacrif ice every

other c onsider ation to r ender herself agr eeable to him: and le t this

brutal desir e of self -pr eservation be the gr and spring o f all her

actions, when i t is pr oved to be the ir on bed of fate, to f it which, her

character should be str etche d or c ontr acted, regardless of all mor al

or ph ysical distinc tions. But if, as I think ma y be demonstr ated,

the purposes o f even this lif e, viewing the whole, ar e subverted by

practic al rules built upon this ignoble base, I ma y be allowed to

doubt whe ther w oman w as created for man: and thoug h the cr y

of irr elig ion, or e ven atheism be r aised against me, I will simpl y

declare, that w ere an angel fr om heaven to tell me tha t M osesÕs

beautiful, poe tic al cosmogony, and the ac count o f the fall o f man,

were li ter ally true, I c ould not belie ve what m y reason told me w as

derogator y to the char acter o f the Supr eme Being: and, having no

fear of the de vil bef ore mine eyes, I ventur e to c all this a sugg estion

of r eason, inste ad of r esting m y weakness on the br oad shoulders o f

the f irst se ducer of my fr ail sex.

ÒIt being onc e demonstr ated,Ó continues Rousseau, Òthat man and

woman ar e not, nor oug ht to be, c onsti tute d alik e in temper ament

and char acter , it f ollo ws of course, tha t the y should not be e ducated

in the same manner . In pursuing the dir ections o f natur e, they

ought inde ed to ac t in c oncert, but the y should not be engag ed

in the same emplo yments: the end o f their pursui ts should be the

same, but the me ans they should tak e to accomplish them, and,

of consequence, their tastes and inclina tions should be dif ferent.Ó

(RousseauÕs ÔEmiliusÕ, Volume 3 page 176.)

ÒGir ls are fr om their e arliest infanc y fond o f dr ess. Not c onten t

wi th being pr et ty, they are desirous of being thoug ht so; w e see,

by all their li t tle airs, tha t this thoug ht engages their a t ten tion;

and the y are hardly capable of understanding wha t is said to them,

before they are to be governed by talking to them o f wha t people

will think o f their beha viour . The same motiv e, however, indiscr eetl y
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made use of wi th bo ys, has not the same ef fect: pr ovided the y are let

to pursue their amusemen ts at ple asure, they care very li t tle wha t

people think o f them. Time and pains ar e necessary to subje ct bo ys

to this motiv e.

ÒWhencesoever gir ls deriv e this f irst lesson i t is a very good one.

As the bod y is born, in a manner bef ore the soul, our f irst c oncern

should be to cultiv ate the f ormer; this or der is c ommon to both

sexes, but the obje ct o f tha t cultiv ation is dif ferent. In the one se x

it is the de velopemen t o f corpor eal powers; in the other , that o f

personal charms: not tha t ei ther the quali ty of str ength or be aut y

ought to be c onf ined exclusiv ely to one se x; but onl y tha t the or der

of the cultiv ation o f both is in tha t r espect r eversed. Women

certainl y requir e as much str ength as to enable them to mo ve and

act gr acefull y, and men as much addr ess as to qualif y them to ac t

wi th ease.Ó

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

ÒChildr en of both se xes have a great man y amusements in

common; and so the y ought; have they not also man y such when

they are grown up ? Each sex has also its peculiar taste to distinguish

in this par ticular . Boys love spor ts of noise and ac tivi ty; to be at the

drum, to whip the top, and to dr ag about their li t tle c arts: gir ls, on

the other hand, ar e fonder o f things o f show and ornamen t; such

as mirr ors, trink ets, and dolls; the doll is the pe culiar amusemen t o f

the f emales; fr om whenc e we see their taste plainl y adapted to their

destina tion. The ph ysical par t o f the ar t o f pleasing lies in dr ess; and

this is all which childr en are capacitated to cultiv ate of tha t ar t.Ó

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

ÒHere then w e see a primar y pr opensi ty f irml y establishe d, which

you need onl y to pursue and r egulate. The li t tle cr eatur e will

doubtless be v ery desir ous to kno w ho w to dr ess up her doll, to

make its sleeve knots, i ts f lounc es, its head dress, etc., she is oblig ed

to have so much r ecourse to the pe ople about her , for their

assistance in these ar ticles, tha t i t w ould be much mor e agreeable

to her to o we them all to her o wn industr y. Hence we have a good

reason for the f irst lessons which ar e usually taught these y oung
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females: in which w e do not appe ar to be se t ting them a task, but

oblig ing them, b y instruc ting them in wha t is imme diatel y useful to

themsel ves. And, in fact, almost all o f them le arn wi th r eluctanc e

to r ead and wri te; but v ery readily apply themsel ves to the use o f

their ne edles. They imag ine themsel ves already grown up, and think

wi th ple asure that such qualif ications will enable them to de corate

themsel ves.Ó

This is c ertainl y onl y an education o f the bod y; but Rousseau is

not the onl y man who has indir ectl y said tha t mer ely the person o f a

young w oman, wi thout an y mind, unless animal spiri ts come under

that description, is v ery pleasing. To render i t w eak, and what some

may call beautiful, the understanding is neg lected, and gir ls forced

to si t still, pla y wi th dolls, and listen to f oolish c onversations; the

effect o f habi t is insiste d upon as an undoubte d indic ation o f natur e.

I kno w i t w as RousseauÕs opinion tha t the f irst y ears of youth should

be emplo yed to f orm the bod y, thoug h in educating Emilius he

deviates fr om this plan; y et the dif ference between str engthening

the bod y, on which str ength o f mind in a gr eat me asure depends,

and onl y giving i t an easy motion, is v ery wide.

RousseauÕs observations, i t is pr oper to r emark, were made in a

countr y wher e the ar t o f pleasing was refined onl y to e xtr act the

grossness of vic e. He did not g o back to na tur e, or his ruling appe ti te

disturbe d the oper ations o f r eason, else he would not ha ve drawn

these crude inf erences.

In France, boys and gir ls, particular ly the la t ter , are only educated

to ple ase, to manage their persons, and r egulate their e xterior

behaviour; and their minds ar e corrupte d at a very early age, by

the w or ldl y and pious c autions the y receive, to guar d them against

immodest y. I speak of past times. The v ery confessions which mer e

childr en are oblig ed to mak e, and the questions ask ed by the hol y

men I asser t these fac ts on g ood authori ty, were suff icien t to

impr ess a sexual char acter; and the e ducation o f socie ty was a

school o f coquetr y and ar t. At the ag e of ten or ele ven; nay, often

much sooner , gir ls began to c oquet, and talk ed, unr eproved, of

establishing themsel ves in the w or ld by marriag e.
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In shor t, the y were made women, almost fr om their v ery bir th,

and complimen ts were listene d to inste ad of instruc tion. These,

weakening the mind, N atur e was supposed to ha ve acted lik e a step-

mother , when she f orme d this af ter -thoug ht o f cr eation.

Not allo wing them understanding, ho wever, it w as but consisten t

to subject them to a uthori ty, independen t o f r eason; and to pr epare

them f or this subje ction, he g ives the follo wing ad vice:

ÒGir ls ought to be ac tiv e and dilig ent; nor is tha t all; the y should

also be early subjected to r estr aint. This misf or tune, if i t r eally be

one, is insepar able fr om their se x; nor do the y ever thr ow i t o ff but

to suf fer mor e cruel e vils. They must be subje ct, all their liv es, to the

most c onstan t and severe restr aint, which is tha t o f decorum: i t is,

ther efore, necessary to ac custom them e arly to such c onf inemen t,

that i t may not af ter ward cost them too de ar; and to the

suppr ession of their c apric es, that the y may the mor e readily submi t

to the will o f others. I f, inde ed, the y are fond o f being al ways at w ork,

they should be some times c ompelle d to la y i t aside. Dissipa tion,

levity, and inc onstanc y, are faults tha t r eadily spring up fr om their

f irst pr opensi ties, when c orrupte d or per verted by too much

indulg ence. To pr event this abuse, w e should le arn them, abo ve all

things, to la y a due r estr aint on themsel ves. The lif e of a modest

woman is r educed, by our absur d insti tutions, to a perpe tual

conf lic t wi th herself: not but i t is just tha t this se x should par take of

the suf ferings which arise fr om those e vils i t hath c aused us.Ó

And wh y is the lif e of a modest w oman a perpe tual c onf lic t?

I should answ er, that this v ery system o f education mak es it so.

Modesty, temper ance, and self-denial, ar e the sober o ffspring o f

reason; but when sensi bili ty is nur tur ed at the e xpense of the

understanding, such w eak beings must be r estr ained by arbi tr ary

means, and be subjected to c ontinual c onf lic ts; but g ive their

activi ty of mind a wider r ange, and nobler passions and motiv es will

govern their appe ti tes and sentimen ts.

ÒThe common a t tachmen t and r egard of a mother , nay, mere

habi t, will mak e her belo ved by her childr en, if she does nothing

to incur their ha te. Even the r estr aint she lays them under , if w ell
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dir ected, will incr ease their af fection, inste ad of lessening i t;

because a state o f dependenc e being natur al to the se x, they

perceive themsel ves forme d for obe dienc e.Ó

This is begg ing the question; f or ser vitude not onl y debases the

individual, but i ts ef fects seem to be tr ansmi t ted to posteri ty.

Considering the length o f time tha t w omen have been dependen t,

is i t surprising tha t some o f them hug their chains, and fa wn lik e

the spaniel? ÒThese dogs,Ó observes a natur alist, Òat f irst k ept their

ears erect; but custom has superse ded natur e, and a tok en of fear is

become a beaut y.Ó

ÒFor the same r eason,Ó adds Rousseau, Òwomen have or oug ht

to have, but li t tle li ber ty; the y are apt to indulg e themsel ves

excessively in wha t is allo wed them. Addic ted in every thing to

extr emes, they are even mor e tr anspor ted at their div ersions than

boys.Ó

The answer to this is v ery simple. Slaves and mobs have always

indulg ed themsel ves in the same e xcesses, when once they br oke

loose fr om authori ty. The bent bo w r ecoils wi th violenc e, when the

hand is suddenl y relaxed tha t f orcibly held i t: and sensi bili ty, the

plaything o f out ward cir cumstanc es, must be subjected to authori ty,

or moder ated by reason.

ÒTher e results,Ó he continues, Òfrom this habi tual r estr aint, a

tr actableness which the w omen have occasion for during their

whole liv es, as they constan tl y remain ei ther under subje ction to

the men, or to the opinions o f mankind; and ar e never permi t ted to

set themsel ves above those opinions. The f irst and most impor tant

qualif ication in a w oman is good-na tur e or sw eetness of temper;

forme d to obe y a being so imperf ect as man, often full o f vic es,

and always full o f faults, she oug ht to le arn betimes e ven to suf fer

in justic e, and to be ar the insults o f a husband wi thout c omplain t;

it is not f or his sak e, but her o wn, tha t she should be o f a mild

disposi tion. The per verseness and ill-na tur e of the w omen onl y

serve to aggr avate their o wn misf or tunes, and the misc onduc t o f

their husbands; the y mig ht plainl y per ceive that such ar e not the

arms by which the y gain the superiori ty.Ó
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Forme d to liv e wi th such an imperf ect being as man, the y ought

to le arn fr om the e xercise of their faculties the ne cessity of

forbe arance; but all the sacr ed rig hts of humani ty are violated by

insisting on blind obe dienc e; or, the most sacr ed rig hts belong

ONLY to man.

The being who pa tien tl y endur es injustic e, and silentl y bears

insults, will soon be come un just, or unable to disc ern rig ht fr om

wr ong. Besides, I deny the fac t, this is not the true w ay to f orm or

melior ate the temper; f or, as a sex, men have bet ter tempers than

women, because they are occupie d by pursui ts tha t in ter est the

head as well as the he art; and the ste adiness of the he ad gives a

health y temper atur e to the he art. People o f sensibili ty have seldom

good tempers. The f orma tion o f the temper is the c ool w ork of

reason, when, as lif e advances, she mixes with happ y art, jarring

elements. I never kne w a weak or ignor ant person who had a g ood

temper , thoug h tha t consti tutional g ood humour , and tha t docili ty,

which f ear stamps on the beha viour , often obtains the name. I sa y

behaviour , for genuine me ekness never r eached the he art or mind,

unless as the ef fect o f r ef lection; and, tha t simple r estr aint pr oduces

a number o f peccant humours in domestic lif e, many sensible men

will allo w, who f ind some o f these gentle irri table cr eatur es, very

tr oublesome c ompanions.

ÒEach sex,Ó he further ar gues, Òshould pr eserve its peculiar tone

and manner: a me ek husband ma y make a wif e imper tinen t; but

mildness o f disposi tion on the w omanÕs side will al ways bring a man

back to r eason, at le ast if he be not absolutel y a brute, and will

sooner or la ter triumph o ver him.Ó True, the mildness o f r eason; but

abject f ear always inspir es contempt; and te ars are only eloquen t

when the y f low down fair che eks.

Of wha t materials c an that heart be c omposed, which c an melt

when insulte d, and inste ad of r evolting a t in justic e, kiss the r od?

Is it unfair to inf er, that her vir tue is built on narr ow views and

self ishness, who c an caress a man, with true f eminine so ftness,

the very momen t when he tr eats her t yrannic ally? Natur e never

dic tated such insinc eri ty; and thoug h prudenc e of this sor t be
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terme d a vir tue, mor ality becomes vague when an y par t is suppose d

to r est on falsehood. These ar e mere expedien ts, and expedien ts are

only useful f or the momen t.

Let the husband be ware of trusting too implici tl y to this ser vile

obedienc e; for if his wif e can wi th winning sw eetness caress him

when angr y, and when she oug ht to be angr y, unless contempt had

stif led a natur al effervescence, she may do the same af ter par ting

wi th a lo ver. These are all pr eparations f or adulter y; or, should the

fear of the w or ld, or o f hell, r estr ain her desir e of pleasing other

men, when she c an no long er ple ase her husband, wha t substi tute

can be found b y a being who w as only forme d by natur e and art

to ple ase man? what can make her amends f or this priv ation, or

wher e is she to seek for a fr esh emplo yment? wher e find suf f icien t

str ength o f mind to de termine to beg in the se arch, when her habi ts

are fixed, and vanity has long rule d her chaotic mind?

But this par tial mor alist r ecommends cunning systema tic ally and

plausibly.

ÒDaughters should be al ways submissive; their mothers, ho wever,

should not be ine xorable. To make a young person tr actable, she

ought not to be made unhapp y; to mak e her modest she oug ht not

to be r ender ed stupid. On the c ontr ary, I should not be disple ased

at her being permi t ted to use some ar t, not to elude punishmen t in

case of disobe dienc e, but to e xempt herself fr om the ne cessity of

obeying. I t is not ne cessary to mak e her dependenc e bur densome,

but onl y to le t her f eel i t. Subtilt y is a talen t natur al to the se x; and

as I am persuaded, all our na tur al inclina tions ar e rig ht and g ood in

themsel ves, I am of opinion this should be cultiv ated as well as the

others: i t is r equisi te f or us onl y to pr event i ts abuse.Ó

ÒWhatever is, is rig ht,Ó he then proceeds triumphan tl y to inf er.

Granted; yet, per haps, no aphorism e ver containe d a mor e

paradoxical assertion. I t is a solemn truth wi th r espect to God.

He, reverentiall y I speak, sees the whole a t onc e, and saw i ts just

propor tions in the w omb o f time; but man, who c an onl y inspect

disjoin ted par ts, f inds man y things wr ong; and i t is a par t o f the

system, and ther efore rig ht, tha t he should ende avour to alter wha t
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appears to him to be so, e ven while he bo ws to the wisdom o f his

Creator , and respects the dar kness he labours to disperse.

The inf erence that f ollo ws is just, supposing the principle to be

sound: ÒThe superiori ty of addr ess, peculiar to the f emale sex, is

a very equi table indemnif ication f or their inf eriori ty in poin t o f

str ength: wi thout this, w oman w ould not be the c ompanion o f man;

but his sla ve: it is b y her superiour ar t and ing enui ty tha t she

preserves her equali ty, and governs him while she af fects to obe y.

Woman has every thing against her , as well our fa ults as her o wn

timidi ty and w eakness: she has nothing in her fa vour , but her

subtilt y and her be aut y. Is it not v ery reasonable, ther efore, she

should cultiv ate both ?Ó Greatness of mind c an never dwell wi th

cunning or addr ess; for I shall not bogg le about w ords, when their

dir ect signif ication is insinc eri ty and falsehood; but c onten t m yself

wi th obser ving, tha t if an y class of mankind be so cr eated tha t i t

must ne cessarily be educated by rules, not stric tl y deduci ble fr om

truth, vir tue is an af fair o f convention. H ow could Rousseau dare to

assert, af ter g iving this ad vice, that in the gr and end o f existenc e,

the obje ct o f both se xes should be the same, when he w ell kne w,

that the mind f orme d by i ts pursui ts, is expanded by great vie ws

swallowing up li t tle ones, or tha t i t becomes i tself li t tle?

Men have superiour str ength o f bod y; but w ere it not f or mistak en

notions o f beaut y, women w ould ac quir e suff icien t to enable them

to earn their o wn subsistenc e, the true def ini tion o f independenc e;

and to be ar those bodil y inc onvenienc es and exertions tha t ar e

requisi te to str engthen the mind.

Let us then, b y being allo wed to tak e the same exercise as boys,

not onl y during infanc y, but y outh, arriv e at perf ection o f bod y, that

we may know ho w far the na tur al superiori ty of man extends. For

what r eason or vir tue c an be expected fr om a cr eatur e when the

seed-time o f lif e is neglected? NoneÑdid not the winds o f heaven

casually scat ter man y useful seeds in the fallo w gr ound.

ÒBeaut y cannot be ac quir ed by dr ess, and coquetr y is an ar t not so

early and speedil y at taine d. While g ir ls are yet young, ho wever, they

are in a capacity to stud y agreeable gestur e, a pleasing modula tion
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of voice, an easy carriag e and behaviour; as w ell as to tak e the

advantage of gr acefull y adapting their looks and a t ti tudes to time,

place, and occasion. Their applic ation, ther efore, should not be

solely conf ined to the ar ts of industr y and the ne edle, when the y

come to displa y other talen ts, whose utili ty is alr eady apparent.Ó ÒFor

my par t I w ould ha ve a young Eng lishwoman cultiv ate her agr eeable

talen ts, in or der to ple ase her futur e husband, wi th as much c are

and assidui ty as a young Cir cassian cultiv ates herÕs, to f it her f or the

Haram of an Eastern bashaw.Ó

To render w omen c omple tel y insignif icant, he adds,ÑÓThe

tongues o f women ar e very voluble; the y speak earlier , mor e readily,

and mor e agreeably than the men; the y are accused also of speaking

much mor e: but so i t oug ht to be, and I should be v ery ready to

convert this r eproach in to a complimen t; their lips and e yes have

the same activi ty, and for the same r eason. A man speaks of wha t he

knows, a woman of wha t ple ases her; the one r equir es knowledge,

the other taste; the principal obje ct o f a manÕs discourse should be

what is useful, tha t o f a womanÕs what is agr eeable. Ther e ought

to be nothing in c ommon be tween their dif ferent conversation but

truth. Ó

ÒWe ought not, ther efore, to r estr ain the pr at tle o f gir ls, in the

same manner as w e should tha t o f boys, wi th tha t severe question,

ÔTo what purpose ar e you talking ?Õ but by another , which is no less

dif f icult to answ er, ÔHow will y our disc ourse be r eceived?Õ In infanc y,

while the y are as yet inc apable to disc ern good fr om evil, the y ought

to obser ve it as a law, never to say any thing disagr eeable to those

whom the y are speaking to: wha t will r ender the pr actic e of this rule

also the mor e dif f icult, is, tha t i t must e ver be subor dinate to the

former , of never speaking falsel y or telling an un truth. Ó To govern

the tongue in this manner must r equir e great addr ess indeed; and

it is too much pr actised both b y men and w omen. Out o f the

abundanc e of the he art ho w few speak! So few, that I, who lo ve

simplici ty, would g ladly give up poli teness for a quar ter o f the vir tue

that has been sacrif iced to an e quivocal quali ty, which, a t best,

should onl y be the polish o f vir tue.
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But to c omple te the sk etch. ÒIt is easy to be conceived, tha t if male

childr en be not in a c apacity to f orm an y true notions o f r elig ion,

those ide as must be gr eatl y above the c onception o f the f emales: it

is for this v ery reason, I would beg in to spe ak to them the e arlier

on this subje ct; f or if w e were to w ait till the y were in a capacity

to discuss me thodic ally such pr ofound questions, w e should run a

risk o f never speaking to them on this subje ct as long as the y lived.

Reason in w omen is a pr actic al reason, capacitating them ar tfull y

to disc over the me ans of at taining a kno wn end, but which w ould

never enable them to disc over tha t end i tself. The social r elations o f

the sexes are indeed trul y admir able: fr om their union ther e results

a mor al person, o f which w oman may be terme d the e yes, and man

the hand, wi th this dependenc e on each other , that i t is fr om the

man tha t the w oman is to le arn wha t she is to se e, and it is o f the

woman tha t man is to le arn wha t he oug ht to do. I f woman could

recur to the f irst principles o f things as w ell as man, and man w as

capacitated to en ter in to their minutae as w ell as woman, always

independen t o f each other , they would liv e in perpe tual disc ord, and

their union c ould not subsist. B ut in the pr esent harmon y which

natur ally subsists between them, their dif ferent faculties tend to

one common end; i t is dif f icult to sa y which o f them c onduc es the

most to i t: each follo ws the impulse o f the other; e ach is obedien t,

and both ar e masters.Ó

ÒAs the conduc t o f a woman is subser vient to the public opinion,

her fai th in ma t ters o f r elig ion, should f or tha t very reason, be

subject to a uthori ty. ÔEvery daughter oug ht to be o f the same

relig ion as her mother , and every wif e to be o f the same r elig ion as

her husband: f or, thoug h such r elig ion should be false, tha t docili ty

which induc es the mother and da ughter to submi t to the or der

of natur e, takes away, in the sig ht o f God, the criminali ty of their

err orÕ.1 As they are not in a c apacity to judg e for themsel ves, they

1.What is to be the c onsequence, if the mother's and

husband's opinion should chanc e not to agr ee? An
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ought to abide b y the de cision o f their fa thers and husbands as

conf iden tl y as by tha t o f the chur ch.Ó

ÒAs authori ty ought to r egulate the r elig ion o f the w omen, i t is not

so needful to e xplain to them the r easons for their belief, as to la y

down pr ecisely the tene ts the y are to belie ve: for the cr eed, which

presents onl y obscur e ideas to the mind, is the sour ce of fanaticism;

and tha t which pr esents absur di ties, leads to inf ideli ty.Ó

Absolute, unc ontr overted authori ty, it seems, must subsist

somewher e: but is not this a dir ect and e xclusiv e appropria tion

of r eason? The RIGHTS of humani ty have been thus c onf ined to

the male line fr om Adam do wnwards. Rousseau would c arr y his

male aristocr acy still fur ther , for he insinua tes, tha t he should not

blame those, who c ontend f or le aving w oman in a sta te o f the most

profound ignor ance, if i t w ere not ne cessary, in or der to pr eserve

her chasti ty, and justif y the man Õs choic e in the e yes of the w or ld,

to g ive her a li t tle kno wledge of men, and the customs pr oduced by

human passions; else she mig ht pr opagate at home wi thout being

render ed less voluptuous and innoc ent by the e xercise of her

understanding: e xcepting, inde ed, during the f irst y ear of marriag e,

when she mig ht emplo y i t to dr ess, like Sophia. ÒHer dr ess is

extr emely modest in appe arance, and yet very coquet tish in fac t:

she does not mak e a display of her charms, she c onceals them;

but, in c oncealing them, she kno ws how to af fect your imag ination.

Every one who se es her, will say, There is a modest and discr eet

gir l; but while y ou are near her , your e yes and affections w ander all

over her person, so tha t you cannot wi thdr aw them; and y ou would

ignor ant person c annot be r easoned out o f an err or, and

when persuade d to g ive up one pr ejudic e for another the

mind is unse t tle d. Indeed, the husband ma y not ha ve any

relig ion to te ach her thoug h in such a si tuation she will

be in gr eat w ant o f a suppor t to her vir tue, independen t

of wor ldl y consider ations.
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conclude tha t every par t o f her dr ess, simple as it seems, was only

put in i ts pr oper or der to be tak en to pie ces by the imag ination.Ó

Is this modest y? Is this a pr eparation f or immor tali ty? Again. What

opinion ar e we to f orm o f a system o f education, when the a uthor

says of his her oine, Òthat wi th her , doing things w ell is but a

SECONDARY concern; her principal c oncern is to do them NEA TLY.Ó

Secondar y, in fac t, are all her vir tues and quali ties, f or, respecting

relig ion, he mak es her par ents thus addr ess her, accustome d to

submissionÑÓYour husband will instruc t you in g ood time. Ó

After thus cr amping a w omanÕs mind, if, in or der to k eep i t fair ,

he has not made i t qui te a blank, he ad vises her to r ef lect, tha t a

ref lecting man ma y not ya wn in her c ompany, when he is tir ed of

caressing her. What has she to r ef lect about, who must obe y? and

would i t not be a r efinemen t on cruelt y onl y to open her mind to

make the dar kness and miser y of her fa te VISIBLE? Yet these ar e

his sensible r emarks; how consisten t wi th wha t I ha ve already been

oblig ed to quote, to g ive a fair vie w of the subje ct, the r eader may

determine.

ÒThey who pass their whole liv es in working f or their dail y br ead,

have no ide as beyond their business or their in ter est, and all their

understanding se ems to lie in their f ingersÕ ends. This ignorance

is nei ther pr ejudicial to their in tegri ty nor their mor als; it is o ften

of service to them. Some times, b y means of r ef lection, w e are led

to c ompound wi th our dut y, and we conclude, b y substi tuting a

jargon of words, in the r oom o f things. Our o wn c onscienc e is the

most enlig htened philosopher . There is no need of being ac quain ted

wi th T ull yÕs off ices, to make a man of pr obi ty: and per haps the

most vir tuous w oman in the w or ld is the le ast acquain ted wi th

the def ini tion o f vir tue. But i t is no less true, than an impr oved

understanding onl y can render socie ty agreeable; and i t is a

melanchol y thing f or a father o f a famil y, who is f ond o f home, to

be oblig ed to be al ways wr apped up in himself, and to ha ve nobod y

about him to whom he c an impar t his sen timen ts.

ÒBesides, how should a w oman void o f r ef lection be c apable of

educating her childr en? How should she disc ern wha t is pr oper
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for them ? How should she incline them to those vir tues she is

unacquain ted wi th, or to tha t meri t o f which she has no ide a? She

can onl y sooth or chide them; r ender them insolen t or timid; she will

make them f ormal c oxcombs, or ignor ant blockhe ads; but will ne ver

make them sensi ble or amiable.Ó How inde ed should she, when her

husband is not al ways at hand to lend her his r eason Ñwhen the y

both tog ether mak e but one mor al being ? A blind will, Òeyes without

hands,Ó would g o a very li t tle w ay; and per chance his abstr act

reason, that should c oncentr ate the sc at ter ed beams of her

practic al reason, may be emplo yed in judg ing o f the f lavour o f wine,

discanting on the sa uces most pr oper f or tur tle; or , mor e profoundl y

inten t at a card-table, he ma y be generalizing his ide as as he bets

away his f or tune, le aving all the minutiae o f education to his

helpma te or chanc e.

But, gr anting tha t w oman oug ht to be be autiful, innoc ent, and

sill y, to r ender her a mor e alluring and indulg ent companionÑ what

is her understanding sacrif iced for? And wh y is all this pr eparation

necessary onl y, according to R ousseauÕs own account, to mak e her

the mistr ess of her husband, a v ery shor t time ? For no man e ver

insiste d mor e on the tr ansient natur e of love. Thus speaks the

philosopher . ÒSensual pleasures are tr ansient. The habi tual sta te o f

the af fections al ways loses by their gr atif ication. The imag ination,

which de cks the obje ct o f our desir es, is lost in frui tion. Ex cepting

the Supr eme Being, who is self -existen t, ther e is nothing be autiful

but wha t is ide al.Ó

But he r eturns to his unin tellig ible par adoxes again, when he thus

addresses Sophia. ÒEmilius, in becoming y our husband, is be come

your master , and claims y our obe dienc e. Such is the or der o f natur e.

When a man is marrie d, however, to such a wif e as Sophia, it is

proper he should be dir ected by her: this is also agr eeable to the

order o f natur e: it is, ther efore, to g ive you as much authori ty over

his heart as his sex gives him over your person, tha t I ha ve made

you the arbi ter o f his ple asures. It may cost you, per haps, some

disagreeable self-denial; but y ou will be c ertain o f main taining y our

empir e over him, if y ou can pr eserve it over yourself; wha t I ha ve
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already observed, also shows me, tha t this dif f icult a t tempt does not

surpass your c our age.

ÒWould y ou have your husband c onstan tl y at your f eet? keep

him at some distanc e fr om your person. Y ou will long main tain the

authori ty of love, if you kno w but ho w to r ender y our fa vours r are

and valuable. It is thus y ou may emplo y even the ar ts of coquetr y in

the ser vice of vir tue, and those o f love in tha t o f r eason.Ó

I shall close m y extr acts wi th a just description o f a comf or table

couple. ÒAnd yet you must not imag ine, tha t even such manag ement

will al ways suff ice. Whatever pr ecaution be tak en, enjoyment will,

by degr ees, take off the e dge of passion. But when lo ve hath laste d

as long as possible, a pleasing habi tude supplies i ts plac e, and the

at tachmen t o f a mutual c onf idenc e succeeds to the tr anspor ts of

passion. Childr en often f orm a mor e agreeable and permanen t

connexion be tween marrie d people than e ven love itself. W hen you

cease to be the mistr ess of Emilius, y ou will c ontinue to be his

wif e and friend; y ou will be the mother o f his childr en.Ó (RousseauÕs

Emilius.)

Childr en, he trul y observes, form a much mor e permanen t

connexion be tween marrie d people than lo ve. Beaut y he declares

will not be v alued, or even seen, after a c ouple have lived six mon ths

together; ar tif icial gr aces and coquetr y will lik ewise pall on the

senses: why then does he sa y, that a gir l should be e ducated for her

husband wi th the same c are as for an eastern har am?

I now appeal fr om the r everies of fanc y and r efined lic entiousness

to the g ood sense of mankind, whe ther , if the obje ct o f education

be to pr epare women to be come chaste wiv es and sensible mothers,

the me thod so pla usibly recommende d in the f oregoing sketch, be

the one best c alculated to pr oduce those ends? Will i t be allo wed

that the sur est way to mak e a wif e chaste, is to te ach her to pr actise

the w anton ar ts of a mistr ess, termed vir tuous c oquetr y by the

sensualist who c an no long er r elish the ar tless charms o f sinc eri ty,

or taste the ple asure arising fr om a tender in timac y, when

conf idenc e is unche cked by suspicion, and r ender ed in ter esting b y

sense?
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The man who c an be conten ted to liv e wi th a pr et ty useful

companion wi thout a mind, has lost in v oluptuous gr atif ications

a taste f or mor e refined enjoyments; he has never f elt the c alm

satisfac tion tha t r efr eshes the par ched heart, lik e the silen t dew of

heavenÑo f being belo ved by one who c ould understand him. I n the

society of his wif e he is still alone, unless when the man is sunk in

the brute. ÒThe charm o f lif e,Ó says a grave philosophic al reasoner, is

Òsympath y; nothing ple ases us more than to obser ve in other men a

fellow-f eeling wi th all the emotions o f our o wn br east.Ó

But, according to the tenor o f r easoning by which w omen ar e

kept fr om the tr ee of kno wledge, the impor tant years of youth,

the usefulness o f age, and the r ational hopes o f futuri ty, are all

to be sacrif iced, to r ender w oman an object o f desir e for a shor t

time. Besides, ho w could Rousseau expect them to be vir tuous and

constan t when r eason is nei ther allo wed to be the f oundation o f

their vir tue, nor truth the obje ct o f their inquiries?

But all RousseauÕs err ors in r easoning ar ose from sensibili ty, and

sensibili ty to their charms w omen ar e very ready to f orgive! When

he should ha ve reasoned he became impassione d, and r ef lection

inf lamed his imag ination, inste ad of enlig htening his understanding.

Even his vir tues also led him far ther astr ay; for, born wi th a w arm

consti tution and liv ely fancy, natur e carrie d him to ward the other

sex wi th such e ager f ondness, tha t he soon be came lascivious. H ad

he given way to these desir es, the f ir e would ha ve extinguishe d i tself

in a natur al manner , but vir tue, and a r omantic kind o f delic acy,

made him pr actise self -denial; y et, when f ear, delic acy, or vir tue

restr ained him, he deba uched his imag ination; and r ef lecting on the

sensations to which fanc y gave force, he tr aced them in the most

glowing c olours, and sunk them de ep in to his soul.

He then soug ht f or soli tude, not to sle ep wi th the man o f natur e;

or c almly investigate the c auses of things under the shade wher e

Sir I saac Newton indulg ed contempla tion, but mer ely to indulg e his

feelings. And so w arml y has he pain ted what he f orcibly felt, tha t,

inter esting the he art and inf laming the imag ination o f his r eaders;

in pr opor tion to the str ength o f their fanc y, they imag ine tha t their
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understanding is c onvinc ed, when the y onl y sympathiz e wi th a

poetic wri ter , who skilfull y exhi bi ts the obje cts of sense, most

voluptuousl y shadowed, or gr acefull y veiled; and thus making us

feel, whilst dr eaming tha t w e reason, err oneous conclusions ar e left

in the mind.

Why was RousseauÕs life divide d between ecstasy and miser y? Can

any other answ er be g iven than this, tha t the ef fervescence of his

imagination pr oduced both; but, had his fanc y been allowed to c ool,

it is possi ble tha t he mig ht have acquir ed mor e str ength o f mind.

Still, if the purpose o f lif e be to educate the in telle ctual par t o f

man, all wi th r espect to him w as right; yet, had not de ath le d to a

nobler sc ene of action, i t is pr obable tha t he w ould ha ve enjoyed

mor e equal happiness on e arth, and ha ve felt the c alm sensations

of the man o f natur e, instead of being pr epared for another stag e

of existenc e by nourishing the passions which ag itate the civiliz ed

man.

But pe ace to his manes! I w ar not wi th his ashes, but his opinions.

I war onl y wi th the sensi bili ty tha t le d him to degr ade woman by

making her the sla ve of love.

É.ÓCursÕd vassalage,

First idolizÕd till lo veÕs hot f ir e be oÕer,

Then slaves to those who c our ted us before.Ó

Dr yden.

The pernicious tendenc y of those books, in which the wri ters

insidiousl y degr ade the sex, whilst the y are prostr ate bef ore their

personal charms, c annot be too o ften or too se verely exposed.

Let us, m y dear contempor aries, arise above such narr ow

prejudic es! If wisdom is desir able on i ts own account, if vir tue, to

deserve the name, must be f ounde d on kno wledge; let us ende avour

to str engthen our minds b y ref lection, till our he ads become a

balance for our he arts; let us not c onf ine all our thoug hts to the

pet ty occurr ences of the da y, nor our kno wledge to an acquain tanc e

wi th our lo versÕ or husbandsÕ hearts; but le t the pr actic e of every

dut y be subor dinate to the gr and one o f impr oving our minds, and

preparing our af fections f or a mor e exalted state!
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Beware then, m y friends, o f suf fering the he art to be mo ved by

every trivial inciden t: the r eed is shaken by a breeze, and annuall y

dies, but the oak stands f irm, and f or ages braves the storm.

Were we, indeed, onl y cr eated to f lut ter our hour out and

dieÑ why let us then indulg e sensibili ty, and laugh at the se veri ty

of r eason. Yet, alas! even then w e should w ant str ength o f bod y

and mind, and lif e would be lost in f everish ple asures or w earisome

languor .

But the system o f education, which I e arnestl y wish to se e

explode d, seems to pr esuppose, what oug ht ne ver to be tak en for

granted, tha t vir tue shields us fr om the c asualties of lif e; and tha t

for tune, slipping o ff her bandag e, will smile on a w ell-e ducated

female, and bring in her hand an Emilius or a T elemachus. W hilst,

on the c ontr ary, the r eward which vir tue pr omises to her v otaries

is conf ined, i t is cle ar, to their o wn bosoms; and o ften must the y

contend wi th the most v exatious w or ldl y cares, and bear wi th the

vices and humours o f r elations f or whom the y can never f eel a

friendship.

Ther e have been many women in the w or ld who, inste ad of being

suppor ted by the r eason and vir tue o f their fa thers and br others,

have str engthene d their o wn minds b y strugg ling wi th their vic es

and follies; y et have never met wi th a her o, in the shape o f a

husband; who, pa ying the debt tha t mankind o wed them, mig ht

chance to bring back their r eason to i ts natur al dependen t sta te,

and r estor e the usurpe d pr erogativ e, of rising abo ve opinion, to

man.

SECTION 5.2.

Dr. FordyceÕs sermons have long made a par t o f a young w omanÕs

library; nay, gir ls at school ar e allowed to r ead them; but I should

instan tl y dismiss them fr om m y pupilÕs, if I wishe d to str engthen her

understanding, b y leading her to f orm sound principles on a br oad
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basis; or, were I onl y anxious to cultiv ate her taste; thoug h the y

must be allo wed to c ontain man y sensible obser vations.

Dr. Fordyce may have had a very laudable end in vie w; but these

discourses are wri t ten in such an af fected style, that w ere it onl y on

that account, and had I nothing to obje ct against his MELLIFL UOUS

precepts, I should not allo w gir ls to peruse them, unless I designe d

to hun t every spark of natur e out o f their c omposi tion, melting

every human quali ty in to f emale weakness and artif icial gr ace. I say

artif icial, f or true gr ace arises fr om some kind o f independenc e of

mind.

Childr en, careless of pleasing, and onl y anxious to amuse

themsel ves, are often v ery graceful; and the nobili ty who ha ve

mostl y lived wi th inf eriors, and al ways had the c ommand o f mone y,

acquir e a graceful ease of depor tmen t, which should r ather be

terme d habi tual gr ace of bod y, than tha t superiour gr acefulness

which is trul y the e xpr ession of the mind. This men tal gr ace, not

notic ed by vulgar e yes, often f lashes across a rough countenanc e,

and irr adiating e very featur e, shows simplici ty and independenc e

of mind. I t is then w e read characters o f immor tali ty in the e ye,

and see the soul in e very gestur e, thoug h when a t r est, nei ther

the fac e nor limbs ma y have much be aut y to r ecommend them; or

the beha viour , any thing pe culiar to a t tr act univ ersal at ten tion. The

mass of mankind, ho wever, look f or mor e TANGIBLE beaut y; yet

simplici ty is, in general, admir ed, when pe ople do not c onsider wha t

they admir e; and can ther e be simplici ty wi thout sinc eri ty? but, to

have done wi th r emarks that ar e in some me asure desultor y, thoug h

natur ally exci ted by the subject.

In declamator y periods Dr . Fordyce spins out R ousseauÕs

eloquenc e; and in most sen timen tal r ant, details his opinions

respecting the f emale char acter , and the beha viour which w oman

ought to assume to r ender her lo vely.

He shall speak for himself, f or thus he mak es natur e address

man. ÒBehold these smiling innoc ents, whom I ha ve graced wi th

my fair est gif ts, and commi t ted to y our pr otection; behold them

wi th lo ve and respect; tr eat them wi th tenderness and honour . They
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are timid and w ant to be def ended. They are fr ail; O do not tak e

advantage of their w eakness! Let their f ears and blushes ende ar

them. Le t their c onf idenc e in you never be abused. But is i t possi ble,

that any of you can be such barbarians, so supr emely wick ed, as

to abuse i t? Can you f ind in y our he arts2 to despoil the g entle,

trusting cr eatur es of their tr easure, or do an y thing to strip them o f

their na tiv e robe of vir tue? Curst be the impious hand tha t w ould

dare to viola te the unblemishe d form o f Chasti ty! Thou wr etch!

thou ruf f ian! forbear; nor v entur e to pr ovoke heavenÕs fier cest

vengeance.Ó I know not an y commen t tha t can be made seriousl y on

this curious passag e, and I could pr oduce many similar ones; and

some, so very sentimen tal, tha t I ha ve heard rational men use the

word inde cent, when the y mentione d them wi th disgust.

Thr oughout ther e is a display of cold, ar tif icial f eelings, and tha t

parade of sensibili ty which bo ys and gir ls should be ta ught to

despise as the sur e mark of a li t tle v ain mind. Florid appe als are

made to he aven, and to the B EAUTEOUS INNOCENTS, the fair est

images of heaven her e below, whilst sober sense is lef t far behind.

This is not the languag e of the he art, nor will i t ever r each i t, thoug h

the ear may be tickle d.

I shall be told, per haps, that the public ha ve been pleased wi th

these volumes. TrueÑand H erveyÕs Medi tations ar e still r ead,

thoug h he equally sinned against sense and taste.

I par ticular ly object to the lo ver-lik e phr ases of pumpe d up

passion, which ar e every wher e intersperse d. If women be ever

allowed to w alk wi thout le ading-strings, wh y must the y be cajoled

into vir tue b y artful f lat ter y and sexual complimen ts? Speak to them

the languag e of truth and soberness, and a way wi th the lullab y

str ains of condescending ende armen t! Let them be ta ught to

respect themsel ves as rational cr eatur es, and not le d to ha ve a

passion for their o wn insipid persons. I t mo ves my gall to he ar a

2. Can you?ÑCan you? would be the most empha tic al

commen t, were it dr awled out in a whining v oice.
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preacher desc anting on dr ess and needle-w ork; and still mor e, to

hear him addr ess the ÔBri tish fair , the fair est of the fairÕ, as if the y had

only feelings.

Even recommending pie ty he uses the f ollo wing ar gument.

ÒNever, perhaps, does a fine w oman strik e mor e deeply, than when,

composed in to pious r ecollection, and possesse d wi th the noblest

consider ations, she assumes, wi thout kno wing i t, superiour digni ty

and new gr aces; so that the be auties o f holiness se em to r adiate

about her , and the b y-standers ar e almost induc ed to fanc y her

already worshipping amongst her kindr ed angels!Ó Why are women

to be thus br ed up wi th a desir e of conquest? the v ery epi the t,

used in this sense, g ives me a sickly qualm! Does r elig ion and vir tue

offer no str onger motiv es, no brig hter r eward? Must the y always be

debased by being made to c onsider the se x of their c ompanions?

Must the y be taught always to be ple asing? And when le velling their

small ar tiller y at the he art o f man, is i t ne cessary to tell them tha t

a li t tle sense is suf f icien t to r ender their a t ten tion IN CREDIBLY

SOOTHIN G? ÒAs a small degree of kno wledge enter tains in a w oman,

so fr om a woman, thoug h for a dif ferent r eason, a small expr ession

of kindness delig hts, par ticular ly if she have beaut y!Ó I should have

supposed for the same r eason.

Why are gir ls to be told tha t the y resemble angels; but to sink

them belo w w omen? Or, that a gentle, innoc ent f emale is an object

that comes nearer to the ide a which w e have forme d of angels than

any other . Yet the y are told, a t the same time, tha t the y are only lik e

angels when the y are young and be autiful; c onsequentl y, it is their

persons, not their vir tues, tha t pr ocur e them this homag e.

Idle empt y words! what can such delusiv e f lat ter y lead to, but

vanity and foll y? The lover, it is true, has a poe tic lic ence to exalt

his mistr ess; his reason is the bubble o f his passion, and he does

not ut ter a falsehood when he borr ows the languag e of ador ation.

His imag ination ma y raise the idol o f his he art, unblame d, above

humani ty; and happ y would i t be f or w omen, if the y were only

f lat ter ed by the men who lo ved them; I me an, who lo ve the
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individual, not the se x; but should a gr ave preacher in ter lard his

discourses wi th such f ooleries?

In sermons or no vels, however, voluptuousness is al ways true to

its te xt. M en are allowed by mor alists to cultiv ate, as natur e dir ects,

dif ferent quali ties, and assume the dif ferent char acters, tha t the

same passions, modif ied almost to inf ini ty, give to each individual.

A vir tuous man ma y have a choleric or a sanguine c onsti tution, be

gay or gr ave, unr eproved; be f irm till be is almost o ver-be aring, or ,

weakly submissiv e, have no will or opinion o f his o wn; but all w omen

are to be le velled, by meekness and docili ty, into one char acter o f

yielding so ftness and gentle c omplianc e.

I will use the pr eacherÕs own w ords. ÒLet i t be obser ved, tha t in

your sex manl y exercises are never gr aceful; tha t in them a tone and

figur e, as well as an air and depor tmen t, of the masculine kind, ar e

always forbidding; and tha t men o f sensibili ty desir e in every woman

soft f eatur es, and a flowing v oice, a form not r obust, and deme anour

delic ate and gentle.Ó

Is not the f ollo wing por tr aitÑthe por tr ait o f a house slave? ÒI am

astonishe d at the f oll y of many women, who ar e still r eproaching

their husbands f or le aving them alone, f or pr eferring this or tha t

company to theirs, f or tr eating them wi th this and the other mar k

of disr egard or indif ference; when, to spe ak the truth, the y have

themsel ves in a great me asure to blame. N ot tha t I w ould justif y

the men in an y thing wr ong on their par t. But had y ou behaved to

them wi th mor e RESPECTFUL OBSERVANCE, and a more EQUAL

TENDERNESS; STUDYING THEIR HUM OURS, OVERLOOKING

THEIR MISTAKES, SUBMITTIN G TO THEIR OPINI ONS in mat ters

indif ferent, passing by li t tle instanc es of unevenness, capric e, or

passion, giving SOFT answers to hast y words, complaining as

seldom as possible, and making i t your dail y care to r elieve their

anxieties and pr event their wishes, to enliv en the hour o f dulness,

and call up the ide as of felici ty: had you pursue d this c onduc t, I

doubt not but y ou would ha ve maintaine d and even incr eased their

esteem, so far as to ha ve secur ed every degr ee of inf luenc e that

could c onduc e to their vir tue, or y our mutual sa tisfac tion; and y our
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house mig ht at this da y have been the abode o f domestic bliss. Ó Such

a woman oug ht to be an ang elÑor she is an assÑ for I disc ern not

a tr ace of the human char acter , neither r eason nor passion in this

domestic drudg e, whose being is absorbe d in tha t o f a tyrantÕs.

Still Dr . Fordyce must ha ve very li t tle acquain tanc e wi th the

human he art, if he r eally supposed tha t such c onduc t w ould bring

back wandering lo ve, instead of exci ting c ontempt. N o, beaut y,

gentleness, etc. etc. may gain a heart; but este em, the onl y lasting

affection, c an alone be obtaine d by vir tue suppor ted by reason. It

is respect f or the understanding tha t keeps alive tenderness f or the

person.

As these volumes ar e so frequentl y put in to the hands o f young

people, I have taken mor e notic e of them than stric tl y speaking,

they deserve; but as the y have contri bute d to vi tia te the taste, and

enervate the understanding o f many of my fellow-cr eatur es, I could

not pass them silen tl y over.

SECTION 5.3.

Such paternal solici tude per vades Dr. Gregor yÕs Legacy to his

daughters, tha t I en ter on the task o f cri ticism wi th af fectiona te

respect; but as this li t tle v olume has man y at tr actions to

recommend i t to the notic e of the most r espectable par t o f my sex,

I cannot silen tl y pass over ar guments tha t so speciousl y suppor t

opinions which, I think, ha ve had the most baneful ef fect on the

mor als and manners o f the f emale wor ld.

His easy familiar st yle is par ticular ly sui ted to the tenor o f his

advice, and the melanchol y tenderness which his r espect f or the

memor y of a beloved wif e dif fuses thr ough the whole w ork, renders

it very in ter esting; y et ther e is a degree of concise eleganc e

conspicuous in man y passages, that disturbs this sympa th y; and we

pop on the a uthor , when w e only expected to me et theÑ father .

Besides, having t wo objects in vie w, he seldom adher ed steadily
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to ei ther; f or, wishing to mak e his daughters amiable, and f earing

lest unhappiness should onl y be the c onsequence, of instilling

sentimen ts, tha t mig ht dr aw them out o f the tr ack of common lif e,

wi thout enabling them to ac t wi th c onsonan t independenc e and

digni ty, he checks the na tur al f low of his thoug hts, and nei ther

advises one thing nor the other .

In the pr eface he tells them a mournful truth, Òtha t the y will he ar,

at le ast onc e in their liv es, the genuine sen timen ts of a man, who has

no in ter est in de ceiving them. Ó

Hapless woman! wha t c an be expected fr om the e, when the

beings on whom thou ar t said na tur ally to depend f or r eason and

suppor t, have all an in ter est in de ceiving the e! This is the r oot o f

the evil tha t has shed a corr oding milde w on all th y vir tues; and

blig hting in the bud th y opening faculties, has r ender ed the e the

weak thing thou ar t! I t is this separ ate in ter estÑ this insidious sta te

of warfar e, that undermines mor ality, and divides mankind!

If love has made some women wr etche dÑho w man y mor e has the

cold unme aning in ter course o f gallan tr y render ed vain and useless!

yet this he artless at ten tion to the se x is r eckoned so manl y, so

poli te, tha t till socie ty is very dif ferentl y or ganized, I fear, this

vestige of gothic manners will not be done a way by a mor e

reasonable and af fectiona te mode o f conduc t. Besides, to strip i t

of i ts imag inar y digni ty, I must obser ve, that in the most civiliz ed

European states, this lip-ser vice prevails in a very great degr ee,

accompanie d wi th extr eme dissoluteness o f mor als. In Por tugal,

the c ountr y tha t I par ticular ly allude to, i t tak es place of the most

serious mor al obliga tions; f or a man is seldom assassina ted when in

the c ompany of a woman. The savage hand of r apine is unner ved

by this chiv alrous spiri t; and, if the str oke of vengeance cannot be

stayedÑthe lad y is entr eated to par don the rudeness and depar t in

peace, thoug h sprinkle d, per haps, wi th her husbandÕs or br otherÕs

blood.

I shall pass over his stric tur es on relig ion, because I mean to

discuss tha t subject in a separ ate chapter .

The r emarks relativ e to behaviour , thoug h many of them v ery
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sensible, I en tir ely disappr ove of, because it appears to me to be

beginning, as i t w ere at the wr ong end. A cultiv ated understanding,

and an affectiona te heart, will ne ver w ant star ched rules o f

decorum, some thing mor e substantial than se emliness will be the

result; and, wi thout understanding, the beha viour her e

recommende d, would be r ank affectation. De corum, inde ed, is the

one thing ne edful! de corum is to supplan t natur e, and banish all

simplici ty and variety of char acter out o f the f emale wor ld. Yet wha t

good end c an all this superf icial c ounsel pr oduce? It is, ho wever,

much e asier to poin t out this or tha t mode o f behaviour , than to se t

the r eason to w ork; but, when the mind has be en stor ed wi th useful

knowledge, and str engthene d by being emplo yed, the r egulation o f

the behaviour ma y safely be lef t to i ts guidanc e.

Why, for instanc e, should the f ollo wing c aution be g iven, when

art o f every kind must c ontamina te the mind; and wh y entang le the

grand motiv es of action, which r eason and r elig ion equally combine

to enf orce, wi th pi tiful w or ldl y shif ts and slig ht o f hand tricks to

gain the appla use of gaping tasteless f ools? ÒBe even cautious in

displaying y our g ood sense.3 It will be thoug ht you assume a

superiori ty over the r est of the c ompanyÑ But if y ou happen to

have any learning k eep i t a pr ofound secret, especiall y fr om the

men, who g enerally look wi th a jealous and malignan t eye on a

woman of gr eat par ts, and a cultiv ated understanding. Ó If men o f

real meri t, as he after wards observes, are superior to this me anness,

wher e is the ne cessity tha t the beha viour o f the whole se x should

be modula ted to ple ase fools, or men, who ha ving li t tle claim to

respect as individuals, choose to k eep close in their phalanx. M en,

indeed, who insist on their c ommon superiori ty, having onl y this

sexual superiori ty, are certainl y very excusable.

3. Let w omen onc e acquir e good senseÑand if i t deser ve

the name, i t will te ach them; or , of what use will i t be

how to emplo y i t.
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Ther e would be no end to rules f or behaviour , if i t be pr oper

always to adopt the tone o f the c ompany; for thus, f or ever varying

the k ey, a FLAT would o ften pass for a NATURAL note.

Surely i t w ould ha ve been wiser to ha ve advised women to

impr ove themsel ves till the y rose above the fumes o f vanity; and

then to le t the public opinion c ome r oundÑ for wher e are rules

of accommoda tion to stop ? The narr ow path o f truth and vir tue

inclines nei ther to the rig ht nor lef t, i t is a str aight-f orward

business, and the y who ar e earnestl y pursuing their r oad, may

bound o ver man y decorous pr ejudic es, without le aving modest y

behind. Mak e the he art cle an, and give the he ad emplo yment, and

I will v entur e to pr edic t tha t ther e will be nothing o ffensive in the

behaviour .

The air o f fashion, which man y young pe ople ar e so eager to

at tain, al ways strik es me like the studie d at ti tudes o f some modern

prin ts, copied wi th tasteless ser vili ty after the an tiques; the soul

is lef t out, and none o f the par ts are tied tog ether b y what may

proper ly be terme d char acter . This varnish o f fashion, which seldom

sticks v ery close to sense, ma y dazzle the w eak; but le ave natur e to

itself, and i t will seldom disgust the wise. Besides, when a w oman

has suff icien t sense not to pr etend to an y thing which she does not

understand in some degr ee, ther e is no need of determining to hide

her talen ts under a bushel. Le t things tak e their na tur al course, and

all will be w ell.

It is this system o f dissimula tion, thr oughout the v olume, tha t I

despise. Women ar e always to SEEM to be this and tha tÑ yet vir tue

mig ht apostr ophiz e them, in the w ords of HamletÑ Seems! I kno w

not seems!ÑHave that wi thin tha t passeth sho w!Ñ

Still the same tone oc curs; f or in another plac e, after

recommending, ( wi thout suf f icien tl y discrimina ting) delic acy, he

adds, ÒThe men will c omplain o f your r eserve. They will assur e

you tha t a fr anker behaviour w ould mak e you mor e amiable. But,

trust me, the y are not sinc ere when the y tell y ou so. I ackno wledge

that on some oc casions i t mig ht r ender y ou mor e agreeable as
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companions, but i t w ould mak e you less amiable as women: an

impor tant distinc tion, which man y of your sex are not aware of.Ó

This desir e of being al ways women, is the v ery consciousness

that degr ades the sex. Excepting wi th a lo ver, I must r epeat wi th

emphasis, a former obser vationÑi t w ould be w ell if the y were only

agreeable or r ational c ompanions. B ut in this r espect his ad vice is

even inc onsisten t wi th a passage which I me an to quote wi th the

most mar ked appr obation.

ÒThe sentimen t, tha t a woman may allow all innoc ent fr eedoms,

provided her vir tue is secur e, is both gr ossly indelic ate and

dangerous, and has pr oved fatal to man y of your sex.Ó With this

opinion I perf ectl y coincide. A man, or a w oman, of any feeling must

always wish to c onvinc e a beloved object tha t i t is the c aresses of the

individual, not the se x, that is r eceived and r eturne d wi th ple asure;

and, tha t the he art, r ather than the senses, is mo ved. Without this

natur al delic acy, love becomes a self ish personal gr atif ication tha t

soon degr ades the char acter .

I carr y this sen timen t still fur ther . Affection, when lo ve is out o f

the question, a uthorises man y personal ende armen ts, tha t natur ally

f lowing fr om an innoc ent heart g ive lif e to the beha viour; but the

personal in ter course o f appeti te, gallan tr y, or vanity, is despicable.

When a man squeezes the hand o f a pr et ty woman, handing her to

a carriag e, whom he has ne ver seen before, she will c onsider such

an imper tinen t fr eedom in the lig ht o f an insult, if she ha ve any

true delic acy, inste ad of being f lat ter ed by this unme aning homag e

to be aut y. These are the privileg es of friendship, or the momen tar y

homage which the he art pays to vir tue, when i t f lashes suddenl y on

the notic eÑmer e animal spiri ts have no claim to the kindnesses o f

affection.

Wishing to f eed the af fections wi th wha t is no w the f ood o f vanity,

I would fain persuade m y sex to ac t fr om simpler principles. Le t

them meri t lo ve, and the y will obtain i t, thoug h the y may never be

told tha t: ÒThe power of a f ine w oman over the he arts of men, o f

men of the f inest par ts, is even beyond wha t she conceives.Ó

I have already notic ed the narr ow cautions wi th r espect to

128 | Rights of Woman



duplici ty, female softness, delic acy of consti tution; f or these ar e the

changes which he rings r ound wi thout c easing, in a mor e decorous

manner , it is true, than R ousseau; but i t all c omes home to the same

poin t, and whoe ver is at the tr ouble to anal yze these sentimen ts,

will f ind the f irst principles not qui te so delic ate as the

superstruc tur e.

The subject o f amusemen ts is tr eated in too cursor y a manner;

but wi th the same spiri t.

When I tr eat o f friendship, lo ve, and marriag e, it will be f ound tha t

we materiall y dif fer in opinion; I shall not then f orestall wha t I ha ve

to obser ve on these impor tant subjects; but c onf ine m y remarks

to the g eneral tenor o f them, to tha t cautious famil y prudenc e,

to those c onf ined views of par tial unenlig htened affection, which

exclude ple asure and impr ovement, by vainly wishing to w ard off

sorr ow and err orÑand b y thus guar ding the he art and mind, destr oy

also all their ener gy. It is far be t ter to be o ften de ceived than ne ver

to trust; to be disappoin ted in lo ve, than ne ver to lo ve; to lose a

husbandÕs fondness, than f orf eit his este em.

Happy would i t be f or the w or ld, and f or individuals, o f course,

if all this una vailing solici tude to a t tain w or ldl y happiness, on a

conf ined plan, w ere turne d in to an anxious desir e to impr ove the

understanding. ÒWisdom is the principal thing: THEREF ORE get

wisdom; and wi th all th y get tings g et understanding. Ó ÒHow long

ye simple ones, will y e love simplici ty, and hate kno wledge?Ó Saith

Wisdom to the da ughters o f men!

SECTION 5.4.

I do not me an to allude to all the wri ters who ha ve wri t ten on the

subject o f female mannersÑi t w ould in fac t be onl y beating o ver the

old gr ound, f or the y have, in general, wri t ten in the same str ain; but

at tacking the boaste d pr erogativ e of manÑthe pr erogativ e that may

emphatic ally be called the ir on sceptr e of t yranny, the orig inal sin
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of t yrants, I declare against all po wer built on pr ejudic es, however

hoar y.

If the submission demande d be founde d on justic eÑther e is no

appealing to a hig her po werÑfor God is justic e itself. Le t us then, as

childr en of the same par ent, if not bastar dized by being the y ounger

born, r eason together , and learn to submi t to the a uthori ty of r eason

when her v oice is distinc tl y heard. But, if i t be pr oved tha t this

thr one of pr erogativ e only rests on a chaotic mass o f pr ejudic es,

that have no inher ent principle o f or der to k eep them tog ether , or

on an elephan t, tor toise, or e ven the mig hty shoulders o f a son of

the earth, the y may escape, who dar e to br ave the c onsequence

wi thout an y br each of dut y, wi thout sinning against the or der o f

things.

Whilst r eason raises man above the brutal her d, and death is big

wi th pr omises, the y alone ar e subject to blind a uthori ty who ha ve

no r eliance on their o wn str ength. ÒThey are fr ee who will be fr ee!Ó4

The being who c an govern i tself, has nothing to f ear in lif e; but

if any thing is de arer than i ts own r espect, the pric e must be paid

to the last far thing. V ir tue, lik e every thing v aluable, must be lo ved

for herself alone; or she will not tak e up her abode wi th us. She will

not impar t tha t peace, Òwhich passeth understanding, Ó when she is

mer ely made the stilts o f r eputa tion and r espected wi th pharisaic al

exactness, because Òhonesty is the best polic y.Ó

That the plan o f lif e which enables us to c arr y some kno wledge

and vir tue in to another w or ld, is the one best c alculated to ensur e

conten t in this, c annot be denie d; yet f ew people act according to

this principle, thoug h i t be univ ersally allowed tha t i t admi ts not o f

dispute. Pr esent ple asure, or pr esent po wer, carr y before it these

sober convictions; and i t is f or the da y, not f or lif e, that man bar gains

wi th happiness. H ow few! how very few! have suff icien t f oresight or

resolution, to endur e a small evil at the momen t, to a void a gr eater

hereafter .

4. "He is the fr ee man, whom TRUTH mak es free!" Cowper .
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Woman in par ticular , whose vir tue 5 is built on mutual pr ejudic es,

seldom at tains to this gr eatness of mind; so tha t, becoming the sla ve

of her o wn f eelings, she is easily subjugated by those o f others.

Thus degr aded, her r eason, her mist y reason! is emplo yed rather to

burnish than to snap her chains.

Indignan tl y have I heard women ar gue in the same tr ack as men,

and adopt the sen timen ts tha t brutaliz e them wi th all the

per tinaci ty of ignor ance.

I must illustr ate m y assertion b y a few examples. Mrs. Pioz zi, who

often r epeated by rote, wha t she did not understand, c omes forward

wi th Johnsonian periods.

ÒSeek not f or happiness in singulari ty; and dr ead a refinemen t o f

wisdom as a deviation in to f oll y.Ó Thus she dogmatic ally addr esses

a new marrie d man; and to elucida te this pompous e xordium, she

adds, ÒI said that the person o f your lad y would not gr ow mor e

pleasing to y ou, but pr ay let her ne ver suspect tha t i t gr ows less

so: that a woman will par don an af fr ont to her understanding much

sooner than one to her person, is w ell kno wn; nor will an y of us

contr adict the asser tion. All our a t tainmen ts, all our ar ts, are

emplo yed to gain and k eep the he art o f man; and wha t mor tif ication

can exceed the disappoin tmen t, if the end be not obtaine d: Ther e

is no r eproof however poin ted, no punishmen t ho wever severe, that

a woman of spiri t will not pr efer to neg lect; and if she c an endur e

it wi thout c omplain t, i t onl y pr oves that she me ans to mak e herself

amends by the at ten tion o f others f or the slig hts of her husband!Ó

These are true masculine sen timen ts. ÒAll our ARTS are emplo yed

to gain and k eep the he art o f man:ÓÑand what is the inf erence?Ñif

her person, and w as ther e ever a person, thoug h forme d wi th

Medicisan symme tr y, that w as not slig hted? be neglected, she will

make herself amends b y endeavouring to ple ase other men. N oble

mor ality! But thus is the understanding o f the whole se x affr onted,

5. I mean to use a word tha t compr ehends mor e than

chasti ty, the sexual vir tue.
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and their vir tue depriv ed of the c ommon basis o f vir tue. A woman

must kno w, that her person c annot be as ple asing to her husband

as it w as to her lo ver, and if she be o ffended wi th him f or being a

human cr eatur e, she may as well whine about the loss o f his he art as

about an y other f oolish thing. And this v ery want o f disc ernmen t or

unr easonable anger, proves that he c ould not chang e his fondness

for her person in to af fection f or her vir tues or r espect f or her

understanding.

Whilst w omen avow, and act up to such opinions, their

understandings, a t le ast, deserve the c ontempt and obloqu y tha t

men, WH O NEVER insult their persons, ha ve poin tedly levelled at

the f emale mind. And i t is the sen timen ts of these poli te men,

who do not wish to be encumber ed wi th mind, tha t vain women

thoug htlessly adopt. Yet the y should kno w, that insulte d reason

alone can spread that SACRED reserve about the persons which

renders human af fections, f or human af fections ha ve always some

base alloy, as permanent as is consisten t wi th the gr and end o f

existenc eÑthe a t tainmen t o f vir tue.

The Baroness de Stael speaks the same language as the lady just

ci ted, wi th mor e enthusiasm. H er eulog ium on R ousseau was

acciden tall y put in to m y hands, and her sen timen ts, the sen timen ts

of too man y of my sex, may serve as the text f or a f ew commen ts.

ÒThoug h Rousseau,Ó she observes, Òhas endeavour ed to pr event

women fr om in terf ering in public af fairs, and ac ting a brillian t par t

in the the atr e of poli tics; y et, in spe aking o f them, ho w much has

he done i t to their sa tisfac tion! I f he wishe d to depriv e them o f

some rig hts, foreign to their se x, how has he for ever r estor ed

to them all those to which i t has a claim! And in a t tempting to

diminish their inf luenc e over the deli berations o f men, ho w sacredly

has he established the empir e they have over their happiness! I n

aiding them to desc end fr om an usurpe d thr one, he has f irml y

seated them upon tha t to which the y were destine d by natur e; and

thoug h he be full o f indigna tion against them when the y endeavour

to r esemble men, y et when the y come bef ore him wi th all THE

CHARMS WEAKNESSES, VIRTUES, and ERRORS, OF their se x, his
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respect f or their P ERSONS amounts almost to ador ation.Ó True!Ñ For

never w as ther e a sensualist who paid mor e fervent ador ation a t

the shrine o f beaut y. So devout, inde ed, was his respect f or the

person, tha t excepting the vir tue o f chasti ty, for ob vious r easons,

he onl y wishe d to see it embellishe d by charms, w eaknesses, and

err ors. He was afraid lest the a usteri ty of r eason should disturb the

soft pla yfulness o f love. The master wishe d to ha ve a meretricious

slave to f ondle, en tir ely dependen t on his r eason and boun ty; he did

not w ant a companion, whom he should be c ompelle d to este em,

or a friend to whom he c ould c onf ide the c are of his childr enÕs

education, should de ath depriv e them o f their fa ther , before he had

fulf ille d the sacr ed task. He denies w oman r eason, shuts her out

fr om kno wledge, and turns her aside fr om truth; y et his par don is

granted, because, Òhe admits the passion o f love.Ó It w ould r equir e

some ing enui ty to sho w wh y women w ere to be under such an

obligation to him f or thus admi t ting lo ve; when i t is cle ar tha t he

admi ts i t onl y for the r elaxation o f men, and to perpe tuate the

species; but he talk ed wi th passion, and tha t po werful spell w orked

on the sensi bili ty of a young enc omiast. ÒWhat signif ies it,Ó pursues

this r hapsodist, Òto women, tha t his r eason disputes wi th them the

empir e, when his he art is de votedly theirs.Ó It is not empir eÑbut

equali ty, that the y should c ontend f or. Yet, if the y onl y wishe d to

lengthen out their sw ay, they should not en tir ely trust to their

persons, f or thoug h beaut y may gain a heart, i t cannot k eep i t, even

while the be aut y is in full bloom, unless the mind lend, a t le ast, some

graces.

When w omen ar e once suff icien tl y enlig htened to disc over their

real in ter est, on a gr and scale, they will, I am persuade d, be very

ready to r esign all the pr erogativ es of love, that ar e not mutual,

(speaking o f them as lasting pr erogativ es,) for the c alm satisfac tion

of friendship, and the tender c onf idenc e of habi tual este em. Before

marriag e they will not assume an y insolen t airs, nor af ter ward

abjectl y submi t; but, ende avouring to ac t lik e reasonable cr eatur es,

in both si tuations, the y will not be tumble d fr om a thr one to a stool.

Madame Genlis has wri t ten several enter taining books f or
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childr en; and her le t ters on Educ ation af ford many useful hin ts, tha t

sensible par ents will c ertainl y avail themsel ves of; but her vie ws are

narr ow, and her pr ejudic es as unreasonable as strong.

I shall pass over her v ehement ar gument in fa vour o f the e terni ty

of futur e punishmen ts, because I blush to think tha t a human being

should e ver ar gue vehementl y in such a c ause, and onl y make a few

remarks on her absur d manner o f making the par ental authori ty

supplan t r eason. For every wher e does she inculc ate not onl y BLIND

submission to par ents; but to the opinion o f the w or ld.6

She tells a stor y of a young man engag ed by his fatherÕs expr ess

desir e to a gir l of for tune. Bef ore the marriag e could tak e place

she is depriv ed of her f or tune, and thr own friendless on the w or ld.

The father pr actises the most infamous ar ts to separ ate his son

fr om her , and when the son de tects his villan y, and, follo wing the

dic tates of honour , marries the g ir l, nothing but miser y ensues,

because forsooth he marrie d WITH OUT his fa therÕs consent. On

what gr ound c an relig ion or mor ality rest, when justic e is thus set at

def iance? In the same st yle she represents an accomplishe d young

woman, as ready to marr y any body tha t her MAMMA ple ased to

recommend; and, as ac tuall y marr ying the y oung man o f her o wn

choic e, wi thout f eeling an y emotions o f passion, because that a

6. A person is not to ac t in this or tha t w ay, thoug h

convinc ed the y are rig ht in so doing, be cause some

equivocal cir cumstanc es may lead the w or ld to SUSPECT

that the y acted fr om dif ferent motiv es. This is sacrif icing

the substanc e for a shadow. Let people but w atch their

own he arts, and act rig htl y as far as they can judge, and

they may patien tl y wait till the opinion o f the w or ld

comes round. I t is best to be dir ected by a simple

motiv eÑfor justic e has too often been sacrif iced to

proprie ty;Ñanother w ord for c onvenienc e.)
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well educated gir l had not time to be in lo ve. Is it possi ble to ha ve

much r espect f or a system o f education tha t thus insults r eason and

natur e?

Many similar opinions oc cur in her wri tings, mix ed wi th

sentimen ts tha t do honour to her he ad and heart. Yet so much

supersti tion is mix ed wi th her r elig ion, and so much w or ldl y wisdom

wi th her mor ality, that I should not le t a young person r ead her

works, unless I could af ter wards converse on the subje cts, and poin t

out the c ontr adictions.

Mrs. Chapone Õs Let ters ar e wri t ten wi th such g ood sense, and

unaf fected humili ty, and contain so man y useful obser vations, tha t I

only mention them to pa y the w or th y wri ter this tri bute o f r espect.

I cannot, i t is true, al ways coincide in opinion wi th her; but I al ways

respect her .

The very word respect brings Mrs. Mac aulay to m y remembr ance.

The woman of the gr eatest abili ties, undoubte dly, that this c ountr y

has ever pr oduc ed. And yet this w oman has been suf fered to die

wi thout suf f icien t r espect being paid to her memor y.

Posteri ty, however, will be mor e just; and r emember tha t

Catharine Mac aulay was an example o f in telle ctual ac quir ements

supposed to be inc ompati ble wi th the w eakness of her sex. In her

style of wri ting, inde ed, no sex appears, for i t is lik e the sense i t

conveys, strong and cle ar.

I will not c all herÕs a masculine understanding, be cause I admi t not

of such an arr ogant assumption o f r eason; but I c ontend tha t i t w as

a sound one, and tha t her judgmen t, the ma tur ed frui t o f pr ofound

thinking, w as a proof tha t a woman can acquir e judgmen t, in the

full e xten t o f the w ord. Possessing mor e penetr ation than sagaci ty,

mor e understanding than fanc y, she wri tes wi th sober ener gy, and

argumentativ e closeness; yet sympa th y and benevolenc e give an

inter est to her sen timen ts, and tha t vi tal he at to ar guments, which

forces the r eader to w eigh them. 7

7.Coinciding in opinion wi th Mrs. Mac aulay relativ e to
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When I f irst thoug ht o f wri ting these stric tur es I anticipa ted Mrs.

MacaulayÕs approbation wi th a li t tle o f tha t sanguine ar dour which

it has been the business o f my lif e to depr ess; but soon he ard wi th

the sickl y qualm o f disappoin ted hope, and the still seriousness o f

regretÑtha t she w as no mor e!

SECTION 5.5.

Taking a view of the dif ferent w orks which ha ve been wri t ten on

education, Lor d Chesterf ieldÕs Let ters must not be silen tl y passed

over. Not tha t I me an to anal yze his unmanl y, immor al system,

or even to cull an y of the useful shr ewd remarks which oc cur in

his friv olous c orr espondenc eÑNo, I onl y mean to mak e a few

ref lections on the a vowed tendenc y of themÑthe ar t o f acquiring an

early knowledge of the w or ld. An ar t, I will v entur e to assert, tha t

preys secretl y, like the w orm in the bud, on the e xpanding po wers,

and turns to poison the g enerous juic es which should moun t wi th

vigour in the y outhful fr ame, inspiring w arm af fections and gr eat

resolves.

For every thing, sai th the wise man, ther e is reason; and who

would look f or the frui ts of autumn during the g enial mon ths o f

spring ? But this is mer e declamation, and I me an to r eason wi th

those w or ldl y-wise instruc tors, who, inste ad of cultiv ating the

judgmen t, instil pr ejudic es, and render har d the he art tha t gr adual

experienc e would onl y have cooled. An early acquain tanc e wi th

human inf irmi ties; or , what is terme d kno wledge of the w or ld, is

the sur est way, in my opinion, to c ontr act the he art and damp

many branches of education, I r efer to her v aluable

work, inste ad of quoting her sen timen ts to suppor t m y

own.)
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the na tur al youthful ar dour which pr oduces not onl y great talen ts,

but gr eat vir tues. For the v ain at tempt to bring f or th the frui t o f

experienc e, before the sapling has thr own out i ts leaves, only

exhausts i ts str ength, and pr events i ts assuming a na tur al form; just

as the form and str ength o f subsiding me tals are injured when the

at tr action o f cohesion is disturbe d. Tell me, ye who have studie d the

human mind, is i t not a str ange way to f ix principles b y showing

young pe ople tha t the y are seldom stable ? And how can the y be

for tif ied by habi ts when the y are proved to be fallacious b y

example? Why is the ar dour o f youth thus to be dampe d, and the

luxurianc y of fanc y cut to the quick? This dr y caution ma y, it is

true, guar d a character fr om w or ldl y mischanc es; but will infalli bly

preclude excellenc e in ei ther vir tue or kno wledge. The stumbling-

block thr own acr oss every path b y suspicion, will pr event any

vigorous exertions o f genius or bene volenc e, and lif e will be

strippe d of i ts most alluring charm long bef ore its calm evening,

when man should r etir e to contempla tion f or c omf or t and suppor t.

A young man who has be en br ed up wi th domestic friends, and

led to stor e his mind wi th as much spe culativ e knowledge as can

be acquir ed by reading and the na tur al ref lections which y outhful

ebulli tions o f animal spiri ts and instinc tiv e feelings inspir e, will

enter the w or ld wi th w arm and err oneous expectations. But this

appears to be the c ourse o f natur e; and in mor als, as well as in w orks

of taste, w e should be obser vant o f her sacr ed indic ations, and not

presume to le ad when w e ought obsequiousl y to f ollo w.

In the w or ld f ew people act fr om principle; pr esent f eelings, and

early habi ts, are the gr and springs: but ho w w ould the f ormer be

deadened, and the la t ter r ender ed ir on corr oding f et ters, if the

wor ld w ere shown to y oung pe ople just as i t is; when no kno wledge

of mankind or their o wn he arts, slowly obtaine d by experienc e

render ed them f orbearing ? Their f ellow cr eatur es would not then

be viewed as frail beings; lik e themsel ves, condemne d to strugg le

wi th human inf irmi ties, and some times displa ying the lig ht and

sometimes the dar k side of their char acter; e xtor ting alterna te

feelings o f love and disgust; but guar ded against as beasts of pr ey,
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till e very enlar ged social f eeling, in a w ordÑhumani ty, was

eradicated.

In lif e, on the c ontr ary, as we gradually discover the imperf ections

of our na tur e, we discover vir tues, and various cir cumstanc es at tach

us to our f ellow cr eatur es, when w e mix wi th them, and vie w the

same objects, tha t ar e never thoug ht o f in ac quiring a hast y

unnatur al knowledge of the w or ld. We see a foll y swell in to a vic e,

by almost imper cepti ble degr ees, and pity while w e blame; but, if

the hide ous monster burst suddenl y on our sig ht, f ear and disgust

rendering us mor e severe than man oug ht to be, mig ht le ad us wi th

blind z eal to usurp the char acter o f omnipotenc e, and denounc e

damnation on our f ellow mor tals, forget ting tha t w e cannot r ead the

heart, and tha t w e have seeds of the same vic es lurking in our o wn.

I have already remarked, tha t w e expect mor e fr om instruc tion,

than mer e instruc tion c an pr oduce: for, inste ad of pr eparing y oung

people to enc ounter the e vils of lif e wi th digni ty, and to ac quir e

wisdom and vir tue b y the e xercise of their o wn faculties, pr ecepts

are heaped upon pr ecepts, and blind obe dienc e requir ed, when

conviction should be br ought home to r eason.

Suppose, for instanc e, that a young person in the f irst ar dour o f

friendship deif ies the belo ved objectÑ what harm c an arise fr om this

mistak en enthusiastic a t tachmen t? Perhaps it is ne cessary for vir tue

first to appe ar in a human f orm to impr ess youthful he arts; the

ideal model, which a mor e matur ed and exalted mind looks up to,

and shapes for i tself, w ould elude their sig ht. He who lo ves not his

brother whom he ha th seen, how can he love God? asked the wisest

of men.

It is na tur al for y outh to adorn the f irst obje ct o f i ts af fection wi th

every good quali ty, and the emula tion pr oduced by ignor ance, or,

to speak wi th mor e proprie ty, by inexperienc e, brings f orward the

mind c apable of forming such an af fection, and when, in the lapse

of time, perf ection is f ound not to be wi thin the r each of mor tals,

vir tue, abstr actl y, is thoug ht beautiful, and wisdom sublime.

Admir ation then g ives place to friendship, pr oper ly so called,

because it is c emented by esteem; and the being w alks alone onl y
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dependen t on he aven for tha t emulous pan ting af ter perf ection

which e ver glows in a noble mind. B ut this kno wledge a man must

gain by the e xertion o f his o wn faculties; and this is sur ely the

blessed frui t o f disappoin ted hope! f or H e who delig hteth to dif fuse

happiness and sho w mer cy to the w eak creatur es, who are learning

to kno w him, ne ver implan ted a good pr opensi ty to be a tormen ting

ignis fa tu us.

Our tr ees are now allo wed to spr ead wi th wild luxurianc e, nor

do we expect by force to c ombine the majestic mar ks of time wi th

youthful gr aces; but w ait patien tl y till the y have struck de ep their

root, and br aved many a storm. I s the mind then, which, in

propor tion to i ts digni ty advances more slowly to wards perf ection,

to be tr eated wi th less r espect? To argue fr om analog y, every thing

around us is in a pr ogressive state; and when an un welcome

knowledge of lif e produces almost a satie ty of lif e, and we discover

by the na tur al course o f things tha t all tha t is done under the sun

is vanity, we are drawing ne ar the a wful close o f the dr ama. The

days of activi ty and hope ar e over, and the oppor tuni ties which the

first stag e of existenc e has afforded of advancing in the sc ale of

intellig ence, must soon be summe d up. A kno wledge at this period

of the futili ty of lif e, or earlier , if obtaine d by experienc e, is very

useful, because it is na tur al; but when a fr ail being is sho wn the

follies and vic es of man, tha t he ma y be taught pruden tl y to guar d

against the c ommon c asualties of lif e by sacrif icing his he artÑsur ely

it is not spe aking harshl y to c all i t the wisdom o f this w or ld,

contr asted wi th the nobler frui t o f pie ty and experienc e.

I will v entur e a paradox, and deliv er m y opinion wi thout r eserve;

if men w ere only born to f orm a cir cle of lif e and death, i t w ould be

wise to tak e every step tha t f oresight could sugg est to r ender lif e

happy. Moder ation in e very pursui t w ould then be supr eme wisdom;

and the pruden t voluptuar y mig ht en joy a degree of conten t, thoug h

he nei ther cultiv ated his understanding nor k ept his he art pur e.

Prudenc e, supposing w e were mor tal, w ould be true wisdom, or , to

be mor e explici t, w ould pr ocur e the gr eatest por tion o f happiness,
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considering the whole o f lif e; but kno wledge beyond the

convenienc es of lif e would be a curse.

Why should w e injure our he alth b y close stud y? The exalted

pleasure which in telle ctual pursui ts af ford would sc arcely be

equivalent to the hours o f languor tha t f ollo w; especiall y, if i t be

necessary to tak e into the r eckoning the doubts and

disappoin tmen ts tha t cloud our r esearches. Vanity and vexation

close every inquir y: for the c ause which w e particular ly wishe d

to disc over f lies lik e the horiz on bef ore us as we advance. The

ignor ant, on the c ontr ary, resemble childr en, and suppose, tha t if

they could w alk str aight f orward the y should a t last arriv e wher e

the earth and clouds me et. Yet, disappoin ted as we are in our

researches, the mind gains str ength b y the e xercise, suff icien t,

perhaps, to c ompr ehend the answ ers which, in another step o f

existenc e, it may receive to the anxious questions i t asked, when

the understanding wi th f eeble wing w as flut tering r ound the visi ble

effects to div e into the hidden c ause.

The passions also, the winds o f lif e, would be useless, if not

in jurious, did the substanc e which c omposes our thinking being,

after w e have thoug ht in v ain, onl y become the suppor t o f vegetable

lif e, and invigorate a cabbage, or blush in a r ose. The appeti tes

would answ er every earthl y purpose, and pr oduce mor e moder ate

and permanen t happiness. But the po wers of the soul tha t ar e of

li t tle use her e, and, probably, disturb our animal en joyments, even

while c onscious digni ty makes us glor y in possessing them, pr ove

that lif e is mer ely an education, a sta te o f infanc y, of which the onl y

hopes wor th cherishing should not be sacrif iced. I mean, ther efore

to inf er, that w e ought to ha ve a precise idea of wha t w e wish to

at tain b y education, f or the immor tali ty of the soul is c ontr adicted

by the ac tions o f many people, who f irml y pr ofess the belief.

If you mean to secur e ease and prosperi ty on earth as the f irst

consider ation, and le ave futuri ty to pr ovide f or i tself, y ou act

pruden tl y in g iving y our child an e arly insig ht in to the w eaknesses

of his na tur e. You may not, i t is true, mak e an Inkle o f him; but do

not imag ine tha t he will stick to mor e than the le t ter o f the la w,
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who has very early imbi bed a mean opinion o f human na tur e; nor

will he think i t ne cessary to rise much abo ve the c ommon standar d.

He may avoid gr oss vices, because honest y is the best polic y; but he

will ne ver aim at at taining gr eat vir tues. The example o f wri ters and

artists will illustr ate this r emark.

I must ther efore ventur e to doubt, whe ther wha t has been

thoug ht an axiom in mor als, may not ha ve been a dogmatic al

assertion made b y men who ha ve cooll y seen mankind thr ough the

medium o f books, and say, in dir ect contr adiction to them, tha t the

regulation o f the passions is not al ways wisdom. On the c ontr ary,

it should se em, tha t one r eason why men have superiour judgmen t

and mor e for ti tude than w omen, is undoubte dly this, tha t the y give

a freer scope to the gr and passions, and by mor e fr equentl y going

astray, enlarge their minds. I f then b y the e xercise of their o wn

reason, they f ix on some stable principle, the y have probably to

thank the f orce of their passions, nourishe d by FALSE views of lif e,

and permi t ted to o verleap the boundar y tha t secur es conten t. But

if, in the da wn o f lif e, we could sober ly sur vey the sc enes before us

as in perspe ctiv e, and see every thing in i ts true c olours, ho w could

the passions gain suf f icien t str ength to unf old the faculties?

Let me no w, as from an eminenc e, survey the w or ld strippe d of all

its false delusiv e charms. The cle ar atmospher e enables me to see

each object in i ts true poin t o f view, while m y heart is still. I am c alm

as the pr ospect in a morning when the mists, slo wly dispersing,

silentl y unveil the be auties o f natur e, refr eshed by rest.

In wha t lig ht will the w or ld no w appear? I rub m y eyes and think,

perchance, that I am just a waking fr om a lively dr eam.

I see the sons and da ughters o f men pursuing shado ws, and

anxiousl y wasting their po wers to f eed passions which ha ve no

adequate objectÑif the v ery excess of these blind impulses

pamper ed by tha t l ying, yet constan tl y-truste d guide, the

imagination, did not, b y pr eparing them f or some other sta te,

render shor t sig hted mor tals wiser wi thout their o wn c oncurr ence;

or, what comes to the same thing, when the y were pursuing some

imaginar y pr esent good.

Chapter 5: Animad versions on Some o f the W ri ters W ho Have Render ed
Women Objects of Pity, Bordering on Con tempt | 141



After vie wing obje cts in this lig ht, i t w ould not be v ery fanciful to

imagine, tha t this w or ld w as a stage on which a pan tomime is dail y

perf orme d for the amusemen t o f superiour beings. H ow w ould the y

be diverted to see the ambi tious man c onsuming himself b y running

after a phan tom, and, pursuing the bubble fame in Òthe c annonÕs

mouth Ó that w as to blo w him to nothing: f or when c onsciousness is

lost, i t mat ters not whe ther w e moun t in a whir lwind or desc end

in r ain. And should the y compassionatel y invigorate his sig ht, and

show him the thorn y path which le d to eminenc e, that lik e a

quicksand sinks as he asc ends, disappoin ting his hopes when almost

wi thin his gr asp, would he not le ave to others the honour o f

amusing them, and labour to se cur e the pr esent momen t, thoug h

fr om the c onsti tution o f his na tur e he would not f ind i t very easy to

catch the f lying str eam? Such slaves are we to hope and f ear!

But, vain as the ambi tious man Õs pursui t w ould be, he is o ften

striving f or some thing mor e substantial than fameÑtha t inde ed

would be the v eriest me teor, the wildest f ir e that could lur e a man to

ruin. W hat! r enounc e the most trif ling gr atif ication to be appla uded

when he should be no mor e! Wherefore this strugg le, whether man

is mor tal or immor tal, if tha t noble passion did not r eally raise the

being above his fellows?

And love! What div erting sc enes would i t pr oduceÑPantaloon Õs

tricks must yield to mor e egregious f oll y. To see a mor tal adorn an

object wi th imag inar y charms, and then fall do wn and w orship the

idol which he had himself se t upÑho w ridiculous! B ut wha t serious

consequences ensue to r ob man o f tha t por tion o f happiness, which

the Dei ty by calling him in to existenc e has (or, on wha t can his

at tri butes r est?) indubi tabl y pr omised; would not all the purposes

of lif e have been much be t ter fulf ille d if he had onl y felt wha t has

been terme d physical love? And, would not the sig ht o f the obje ct,

not seen thr ough the me dium o f the imag ination, soon r educe the

passion to an appe ti te, if r ef lection, the noble distinc tion o f man, did

not g ive it f orce, and make it an instrumen t to r aise him abo ve this

earth y dr oss, by teaching him to lo ve the c entr e of all perf ection!

whose wisdom appe ars clearer and cle arer in the w orks of natur e,
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in pr opor tion as r eason is illumina ted and exalted by contempla tion,

and by acquiring tha t lo ve of or der which the strugg les of passion

produc e?

The habi t o f r ef lection, and the kno wledge at taine d by fostering

any passion, mig ht be sho wn to be e qually useful thoug h the obje ct

be pr oved equally fallacious; f or the y would all appe ar in the same

light, if the y were not magnif ied by the g overning passion implan ted

in us by the Author o f all good, to c all for th and str engthen the

faculties o f each individual, and enable i t to a t tain all the e xperienc e

that an infan t can obtain, who does c ertain things, i t cannot tell wh y.

I descend fr om m y height, and mixing wi th m y fellow cr eatur es,

feel myself hurrie d along the c ommon str eam; ambi tion, lo ve, hope,

and fear, exert their w onted power, thoug h we be convinc ed by

reason that their pr esent and most a t tr activ e promises are only

lying dr eams; but had the c old hand o f cir cumspection dampe d

each generous feeling bef ore it had lef t any permanen t char acter , or

f ixed some habi t, wha t could be e xpected, but self ish prudenc e and

reason just rising abo ve instinc t? Who tha t has r ead Dean Swif tÕs

disgusting description o f the Yahoos, and insipid one o f Houyhnhnm

wi th a philosophic al eye, can avoid seeing the futili ty of degr ading

the passions, or making man r est in c onten tmen t?

The youth should A CT; for had he the e xperienc e of a grey head,

he would be f it ter f or de ath than lif e, thoug h his vir tues, r ather

residing in his he ad than his he art could pr oduce nothing gr eat, and

his understanding pr epared for this w or ld, would not, b y i ts noble

f lights, pr ove that i t had a ti tle to a be t ter .

Besides, it is not possi ble to g ive a young person a just vie w of

lif e; he must ha ve strugg led wi th his o wn passions bef ore he can

estima te the f orce of the tempta tion which be tr ayed his br other

into vic e. Those who ar e entering lif e, and those who ar e depar ting,

see the w or ld fr om such v ery dif ferent poin ts of view, that the y can

seldom think alik e, unless the unf ledged reason of the f ormer ne ver

at tempte d a soli tar y f light.

When w e hear of some daring crimeÑi t comes full upon us in

the de epest shade of turpi tude, and r aises indigna tion; but the e ye
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that gr adually saw the dar kness thick en, must obser ve it wi th mor e

compassionate f orbearance. The wor ld cannot be se en by an

unmo ved spectator , we must mix in the thr ong, and f eel as men

feel before we can judge of their f eelings. I f we mean, in shor t, to

live in the w or ld to gr ow wiser and be t ter , and not mer ely to en joy

the good things o f lif e, we must at tain a kno wledge of others a t the

same time tha t w e become acquain ted wi th oursel vesÑ kno wledge

acquir ed any other w ay onl y hardens the he art and perple xes the

understanding.

I may be told, tha t the kno wledge thus acquir ed, is sometimes

pur chased at too de ar a rate. I c an onl y answer, that I v ery much

doubt whe ther an y knowledge can be at taine d wi thout labour and

sorr ow; and those who wish to spar e their childr en both, should

not c omplain if the y are neither wise nor vir tuous. The y onl y aimed

at making them pruden t; and prudenc e, early in lif e, is but the

cautious cr aft o f ignor ant self -lo ve. I have observed, tha t young

people, to whose e ducation par ticular a t ten tion has be en paid, have,

in general, been very superf icial and c onceited, and far fr om

pleasing in an y respect, because they had nei ther the unsuspe cting

warmth o f youth, nor the c ool depth o f age. I cannot help imputing

this unna tur al appearance principall y to tha t hast y pr ematur e

instruc tion, which le ads them pr esumptuousl y to r epeat all the

crude notions the y have taken upon trust, so tha t the c areful

education which the y received, makes them all their liv es the slaves

of pr ejudic es.

Mental as well as bodil y exertion is, a t f irst, ir ksome; so much

so, that the man y would fain le t others both w ork and think f or

them. An obser vation which I ha ve often made will illustr ate m y

meaning. W hen in a cir cle of str angers, or ac quain tanc es, a person

of moder ate abili ties, asserts an opinion wi th he at, I will v entur e

to af f irm, f or I ha ve tr aced this fac t home, v ery often, tha t i t is a

prejudic e. These echoes have a high respect f or the understanding

of some r elation or friend, and wi thout full y compr ehending the

opinions, which the y are so eager to r etail, the y main tain them wi th
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a degree of obstinac y, that w ould surprise e ven the person who

concocted them.

I kno w tha t a kind o f fashion no w pr evails of r especting

prejudic es; and when an y one dar es to face them, thoug h actuated

by humani ty and arme d by reason, he is super ciliousl y asked,

whether his anc estors w ere fools. No, I should r eply; opinions, a t

f irst, o f every description, w ere all, pr obably, consider ed, and

ther efore were founde d on some r eason; yet not unfr equentl y, of

course, i t w as rather a loc al expedien t than a fundamen tal principle,

that w ould be r easonable at all times. B ut, moss-c overed opinions

assume the dispr opor tione d form o f pr ejudic es, when the y are

indolen tl y adopte d onl y because age has given them a v enerable

aspect, thoug h the r eason on which the y were built c eases to be a

reason, or cannot be tr aced. Why are we to lo ve prejudic es, merely

because they are prejudic es? A prejudic e is a fond obstina te

persuasion, f or which w e can give no r eason; for the momen t a

reason can be given for an opinion, i t ceases to be a prejudic e,

thoug h i t may be an err or in judgmen t: and ar e we then ad vised

to cherish opinions onl y to set r eason at def iance? This mode o f

arguing, if ar guing i t may be called, reminds me o f wha t is vulgar ly

terme d a womanÕs reason. For w omen some times de clare that the y

love, or belie ve certain things, B ECAUSE they love, or belie ve them.

It is impossi ble to c onverse wi th pe ople to an y purpose, who,

in this st yle, onl y use aff irma tiv es and negativ es. Before you can

bring them to a poin t, to star t fair ly fr om, you must g o back to the

simple principles tha t w ere antecedent to the pr ejudic es broached

by power; and i t is ten to one but y ou are stoppe d by the

philosophic al assertion, tha t certain principles ar e as practic ally

false as they are abstractl y true. N ay, it may be inf err ed, tha t r eason

has whisper ed some doubts, f or i t generally happens tha t people

assert their opinions wi th the gr eatest he at when the y begin to

waver; striving to driv e out their o wn doubts b y convincing their

opponen t, the y grow angr y when those gna wing doubts ar e thr own

back to pr ey on themsel ves.

The fact is, tha t men e xpect fr om education, wha t education
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cannot g ive. A sagacious parent or tutor ma y str engthen the bod y

and sharpen the instrumen ts by which the child is to ga ther

knowledge; but the hone y must be the r eward of the individualÕs

own industr y. It is almost as absur d to a t tempt to mak e a youth wise

by the e xperienc e of another , as to expect the bod y to gr ow str ong

by the exercise which is onl y talk ed of, or seen.

Many of those childr en whose c onduc t has been most narr owly

watche d, become the w eakest men, because their instruc tors onl y

instill c ertain notions in to their minds, tha t have no other

foundation than their a uthori ty; and if the y are loved or r espected,

the mind is cr amped in i ts exertions and w avering in i ts advances.

The business o f education in this c ase, is only to c onduc t the

shooting tendrils to a pr oper pole; y et af ter la ying pr ecept upon

precept, wi thout allo wing a child to ac quir e judgmen t i tself, par ents

expect them to ac t in the same manner b y this borr owed fallacious

light, as if the y had illumina ted i t themsel ves; and be, when the y

enter lif e, what their par ents are at the close. The y do not c onsider

that the tr ee, and even the human bod y, does not str engthen i ts

f ibres till i t has r eached i ts full gr owth.

Ther e appears to be some thing analog ous in the mind. The senses

and the imag ination g ive a form to the char acter , during childhood

and youth; and the understanding as lif e advances, gives firmness

to the f irst fair purposes o f sensibili tyÑtill vir tue, arising r ather

fr om the cle ar conviction o f r eason than the impulse o f the he art,

mor ality is made to r est on a r ock against which the storms o f

passion vainly beat.

I hope I shall not be misunderstood when I sa y, that r elig ion will

not ha ve this c ondensing ener gy, unless i t be f ounde d on r eason.

If i t be mer ely the r efuge of weakness or wild fana ticism, and not

a governing principle o f conduc t, dr awn fr om self -kno wledge, and

a rational opinion r especting the a t tri butes o f God, wha t can it be

expected to pr oduce? The relig ion which c onsists in w arming the

affections, and e xalting the imag ination, is onl y the poe tic al par t,

and may afford the individual ple asure wi thout r endering i t a mor e

mor al being. I t may be a substi tute f or w or ldl y pursui ts; yet narr ow
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inste ad of enlar ging the he art: but vir tue must be lo ved as in i tself

sublime and e xcellent, and not f or the ad vantages it pr ocur es or the

evils i t averts, if an y great degr ee of excellenc e be expected. Men

will not be come mor al when the y onl y build air y castles in a futur e

wor ld to c ompensate f or the disappoin tmen ts which the y meet wi th

in this; if the y turn their thoug hts fr om r elativ e duties to r elig ious

reveries.

Most pr ospects in lif e are marr ed by the shuf f ling w or ldl y wisdom

of men, who, f orget ting tha t the y cannot ser ve God and mammon,

endeavour to blend c ontr adictor y things. I f you wish to mak e your

son rich, pursue one c ourse Ñif y ou are only anxious to mak e him

vir tuous, y ou must tak e another; but do not imag ine tha t you can

bound fr om one r oad to the other wi thout losing y our w ay.8

8. See an excellent essay on this subje ct by Mrs. Barbauld,

in Misc ellaneous pieces in Prose.
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Chapter 6: The Effect Which
an Early Association of Ideas
Has Upon the Character

Educated in the ener vating st yle recommende d by the wri ters on

whom I ha ve been animad verting; and not ha ving a chanc e, from

their subor dinate sta te in socie ty, to r ecover their lost gr ound, is

it surprising tha t w omen every wher e appear a defect in na tur e? Is

it surprising, when w e consider wha t a determina te ef fect an early

association o f ide as has on the char acter , that the y neglect their

understandings, and turn all their a t ten tion to their persons?

The gr eat advantages which na tur ally result fr om storing the

mind wi th kno wledge, are obvious fr om the f ollo wing

consider ations. The associa tion o f our ide as is either habi tual or

instan taneous; and the la t ter mode se ems rather to depend on the

orig inal temper atur e of the mind than on the will. W hen the ide as,

and mat ters o f fact, are once taken in, the y lie b y for use, till some

for tui tous cir cumstanc e makes the inf orma tion dar t in to the mind

wi th illustr ativ e force, that has been received at very dif ferent

periods o f our liv es. Like the lig htningÕs flash are many recollections;

one ide a assimilating and e xplaining another , wi th astonishing

rapidi ty. I do not no w allude to tha t quick per ception o f truth, which

is so in tui tiv e that i t baf f les research, and mak es us at a loss to

determine whe ther i t is r eminisc ence or r atiocina tion, lost sig ht o f

in i ts celeri ty, that opens the dar k cloud. Ov er those instan taneous

associations w e have li t tle po wer; for when the mind is onc e

enlar ged by excursiv e f lights, or pr ofound r ef lection, the r aw

materials, will, in some degr ee, arrange themsel ves. The

understanding, i t is true, ma y keep us fr om going out o f dr awing

when w e group our thoug hts, or tr anscri be fr om the imag ination

the w arm sketches o f fanc y; but the animal spiri ts, the individual
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character g ive the c olouring. Ov er this subtile ele ctric f luid, 1 how

li t tle po wer do w e possess, and over i t ho w li t tle po wer can reason

obtain! These f ine in tr actable spiri ts appear to be the essenc e of

genius, and beaming in i ts eagle eye, produce in the most eminen t

degree the happ y ener gy of associating thoug hts tha t surprise,

delig ht, and instruc t. These are the g lowing minds tha t concentr ate

pic tur es for their f ellow-cr eatur es; forcing them to vie w wi th

inter est the obje cts r ef lected fr om the impassione d imag ination,

which the y passed over in na tur e.

I must be allo wed to e xplain m yself. The generality of people

cannot se e or f eel poetic ally, they want fanc y, and ther efore f ly fr om

soli tude in se arch of sensible objects; but when an a uthor lends

them his e yes, they can see as he saw, and be amused by images they

could not sele ct, thoug h lying bef ore them.

Education thus onl y supplies the man o f genius wi th kno wledge

to g ive variety and contr ast to his associa tions; but ther e is an

habi tual associa tion o f ide as, that gr ows Òwith our gr owth,Ó which

has a great ef fect on the mor al character o f mankind; and b y which

a turn is g iven to the mind, tha t commonl y remains thr oughout

lif e. So ductile is the understanding, and y et so stubborn, tha t the

associations which depend on ad venti tious cir cumstanc es, during

the period tha t the bod y takes to arriv e at maturi ty, can seldom be

disentang led by reason. One idea calls up another , its old associa te,

1.I have sometimes, when incline d to la ugh at materialists,

asked whe ther , as the most po werful ef fects in na tur e

are apparentl y pr oduced by f luids, the magne tic, e tc. the

passions mig ht not be f ine volatile f luids tha t embr aced

humani ty, keeping the mor e refr actor y elementar y par ts

together Ñor whe ther the y were simpl y a liquid f ir e that

pervaded the mor e sluggish materials g iving them lif e

and heat?
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and memor y, faithful to the f irst impr essions, particular ly when

the in telle ctual po wers are not emplo yed to c ool our sensa tions,

retr aces them wi th me chanic al exactness.

This habi tual slavery, to f irst impr essions, has a more baneful

effect on the f emale than the male char acter , because business

and other dr y emplo yments of the understanding, tend to de aden

the f eelings and br eak associations tha t do violenc e to r eason. But

females, who ar e made women o f when the y are mere childr en,

and br ought back to childhood when the y ought to le ave the go-

cart f orever, have not suf f icien t str ength o f mind to ef face the

superinduc tions o f ar t tha t have smother ed natur e.

Every thing tha t the y see or he ar serves to f ix impr essions, call

for th emotions, and associa te ide as, that g ive a sexual char acter to

the mind. F alse notions o f beaut y and delic acy stop the gr owth o f

their limbs and pr oduce a sickly soreness, rather than delic acy of

organs; and thus w eakened by being emplo yed in unf olding inste ad

of examining the f irst associa tions, f orced on them b y every

surr ounding obje ct, ho w can the y at tain the vig our ne cessary to

enable them to thr ow off their fac ti tious char acter?Ñ wher e find

str ength to r ecur to r eason and rise superior to a system o f

oppr ession, tha t blasts the fair pr omises of spring ? This cruel

association o f ide as, which every thing c onspir es to t wist in to all

their habi ts of thinking, or , to speak wi th mor e precision, o f feeling,

receives new force when the y begin to ac t a li t tle f or themsel ves;

for the y then per ceive, that i t is onl y thr ough their addr ess to

exci te emotions in men, tha t ple asure and power are to be obtaine d.

Besides, all the books pr ofessedly wri t ten f or their instruc tion,

which mak e the f irst impr ession on their minds, all inculc ate the

same opinions. Educ ated in w orse than E gyptian bondag e, it is

unr easonable, as well as cruel, to upbr aid them wi th fa ults tha t c an

scarcely be avoided, unless a degr ee of nativ e vigour be suppose d,

that falls to the lot o f very few amongst mankind.

For instanc e, the severest sarcasms have been levelled against the

sex, and the y have been ridicule d for r epeating Òa set o f phr ases

learnt by rote,Ó when nothing could be mor e natur al, considering
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the education the y receive, and that their Òhig hest pr aise is to obe y,

unar guedÓÑthe will o f man. I f the y are not allo wed to ha ve reason

suff icien t to g overn their o wn c onduc tÑ why, all the y learnÑmust be

learned by rote! And when all their ing enui ty is called for th to adjust

their dr ess, Òa passion for a scarlet coat,Ó is so natur al, that i t ne ver

surprise d me; and, allo wing PopeÕs summar y of their char acter to

be just, Òthat every woman is at heart a r ake,Ó why should the y be

bi t ter ly censured for seeking a congenial mind, and pr eferring a

rake to a man o f sense?

Rakes know ho w to w ork on their sensi bili ty, whilst the modest

meri t o f r easonable men has, of course, less ef fect on their f eelings,

and the y cannot r each the he art by the w ay of the understanding,

because they have few sentimen ts in c ommon.

It seems a li t tle absur d to e xpect w omen to be mor e reasonable

than men in their LIKIN GS, and still to den y them the unc ontr oled

use of r eason. When do men F ALL IN LOVE with sense? When do

they, wi th their superior po wers and advantages, turn fr om the

person to the mind? And ho w can the y then e xpect w omen, who

are only taught to obser ve behaviour , and acquir e manners r ather

than mor als, to despise wha t the y have been all their liv es labouring

to at tain ? Where are they suddenl y to f ind judgmen t enoug h to

weigh patien tl y the sense o f an awkw ard vir tuous man, when his

manners, o f which the y are made cri tic al judges, are rebuf f ing, and

his conversation c old and dull, be cause it does not c onsist o f pr et ty

repartees, or well-turne d complimen ts? In or der to admir e or

esteem any thing f or a continuanc e, we must, at le ast, have our

curiosi ty exci ted by knowing, in some degr ee, what w e admir e; for

we are unable to estima te the v alue of quali ties and vir tues above

our c ompr ehension. Such a r espect, when i t is f elt, may be very

sublime; and the c onfused consciousness o f humili ty may render

the dependen t cr eatur e an inter esting obje ct, in some poin ts of

view; but human lo ve must ha ve grosser ingr edien ts; and the person

very natur ally will c ome in f or i ts shareÑand, an ample shar e it

mostl y has!

Love is, in a gr eat degr ee, an arbi tr ary passion, and will r eign
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lik e some other stalking mischiefs, b y i ts own authori ty, wi thout

deigning to r eason; and i t may also be easily distinguishe d fr om

esteem, the f oundation o f friendship, be cause it is o ften exci ted by

evanescent beauties and gr aces, thoug h to g ive an energy to the

sentimen t some thing mor e solid must de epen their impr ession and

set the imag ination to w ork, to mak e the most fair Ñ the f irst g ood.

Common passions ar e exci ted by common quali ties. M en look

for beaut y and the simper o f good humour ed docili ty: women ar e

captiv ated by easy manners: a gentleman-lik e man seldom fails to

please them, and their thirst y ears eagerly drink the insinua ting

nothings o f poli teness, whilst the y turn fr om the unin tellig ible

sounds of the charmer Ñr eason, charm he ne ver so wisel y. With

respect to superf icial ac complishmen ts, the r ake certainl y has the

advantage; and of these, f emales can form an opinion, f or i t is their

own gr ound. Render ed gay and giddy by the whole tenor o f their

lives, the very aspect o f wisdom, or the se vere graces of vir tue

must ha ve a lugubrious appe arance to them; and pr oduce a kind o f

restr aint fr om which the y and lo ve, sportiv e child, na tur ally revolt.

Without taste, e xcepting o f the lig hter kind, f or taste is the o ffspring

of judgmen t, ho w can the y discover, that true be aut y and gr ace must

arise fr om the pla y of the mind? and ho w can the y be expected

to r elish in a lo ver wha t the y do not, or v ery imperf ectl y, possess

themsel ves? The sympath y tha t uni tes hearts, and in vites to

conf idenc e, in them is so v ery fain t, tha t i t c annot tak e fir e, and thus

moun t to passion. N o, I r epeat i t, the lo ve cherishe d by such minds,

must ha ve grosser fuel!

The inf erence is obvious; till w omen ar e led to e xercise their

understandings, the y should not be sa tiriz ed for their a t tachmen t to

rakes; nor even for being r akes at heart, when i t appears to be the

inevitable c onsequence of their e ducation. The y who liv e to ple ase

must f ind their en joyments, their happiness, in ple asure! It is a tri te,

yet true r emark, tha t w e never do an y thing w ell, unless w e love it

for i ts own sake.

Supposing, ho wever, for a momen t, tha t w omen w ere, in some

futur e revolution o f time, to be come, what I sinc erely wish them to
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be, even love would ac quir e mor e serious digni ty, and be purif ied

in i ts own f ir es; and vir tue g iving true delic acy to their af fections,

they would turn wi th disgust fr om a r ake. Reasoning then, as w ell

as feeling, the onl y pr ovinc e of woman, at pr esent, the y mig ht easily

guard against exterior gr aces, and quickl y learn to despise the

sensibili ty tha t had be en exci ted and hackne yed in the w ays of

women, whose tr ade was vice; and allur ementÕs wanton airs. The y

would r ecollect tha t the f lame, (one must use appr opria te

expr essions,) which the y wishe d to lig ht up, had be en exhausted by

lust, and tha t the sa ted appeti te, losing all r elish f or pur e and simple

pleasures, could onl y be roused by lic entious ar ts of variety. What

satisfac tion c ould a w oman of delic acy pr omise herself in a union

wi th such a man, when the v ery artlessness of her af fection mig ht

appear insipid? Thus does Dr yden descri be the si tuation:

ÒWhere love is dut y on the f emale side,

On theirs mer e sensual gust, and sought wi th sur ly pride.Ó

But one gr and truth w omen have yet to le arn, thoug h much i t

impor ts them to ac t according ly. In the choic e of a husband the y

should not be le d astr ay by the quali ties o f a loverÑfor a lo ver the

husband, even supposing him to be wise and vir tuous, c annot long

remain.

Were women mor e rationall y educated, could the y take a more

compr ehensive view of things, the y would be c onten ted to lo ve but

once in their liv es; and after marriag e calmly let passion subside in to

friendshipÑin to tha t tender in timac y, which is the best r efuge fr om

care; yet is built on such pur e, still af fections, tha t idle je alousies

would not be allo wed to disturb the dischar ge of the sober duties

of lif e, nor to engr oss the thoug hts tha t oug ht to be other wise

emplo yed. This is a state in which man y men liv e; but f ew, very few

women. And the dif ference may easily be accounted for, wi thout

recurring to a se xual char acter . Men, for whom w e are told w omen

are made, have too much oc cupie d the thoug hts of women; and this

association has so en tang led love, wi th all their motiv es of action;

and, to harp a li t tle on an old string, ha ving been solely emplo yed

either to pr epare themsel ves to exci te lo ve, or actuall y put ting their
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lessons in pr actic e, they cannot liv e wi thout lo ve. But, when a sense

of dut y, or f ear of shame, oblig es them to r estr ain this pamper ed

desir e of pleasing beyond c ertain lengths, too far f or delic acy, it

is true, thoug h far fr om criminali ty, they obstina tel y determine to

love, I speak of their passion, their husbands to the end o f the

chapter Ñand then ac ting the par t which the y foolishl y exacted fr om

their lo vers, the y become abject w ooers, and f ond slaves.

Men of wi t and fanc y are often r akes; and fancy is the f ood o f love.

Such men will inspir e passion. Half the se x, in i ts pr esent infan tine

state, would pine f or a Lovelace; a man so wi t ty, so graceful, and

so valiant; and c an the y DESERVE blame for ac ting ac cording to

principles so c onstan tl y inculc ated? They want a lo ver and

protector: and behold him kne eling bef ore themÑbr avery pr ostr ate

to be aut y! The vir tues o f a husband ar e thus thr own b y love into

the backgr ound, and gay hopes, or liv ely emotions, banish r ef lection

till the da y of r eckoning c omes; and come i t sur ely will, to turn the

sprig htl y lover in to a sur ly suspicious t yrant, who c ontemptuousl y

insults the v ery weakness he foster ed. Or, supposing the r ake

reforme d, he cannot quickl y get rid o f old habi ts. When a man o f

abili ties is f irst c arrie d away by his passions, i t is ne cessary tha t

sentimen t and taste v arnish the enormi ties o f vic e, and give a zest

to brutal indulg ences: but when the g loss of novelt y is worn o ff, and

pleasure palls upon the sense, lasciviousness be comes barefaced,

and enjoyment onl y the desper ate ef for t o f weakness flying fr om

ref lection as fr om a legion o f devils. Oh! vir tue, thou ar t not an

empt y name! All tha t lif e can giveÑ thou g ivest!

If much c omf or t cannot be e xpected fr om the friendship o f a

reforme d rake of superior abili ties, wha t is the c onsequence when

he lacketh sense, as well as principles? V eril y miser y in i ts most

hideous shape. When the habi ts of weak people ar e consolida ted by

time, a r eforma tion is bar ely possible; and actuall y makes the beings

miser able who ha ve not suf f icien t mind to be amuse d by innoc ent

pleasure; like the tr adesman who r etir es from the hurr y of business,

natur e presents to them onl y a universal blank; and the r estless

thoug hts pr ey on the dampe d spiri ts. Their r eforma tion as w ell as

154 | Rights of Woman



his r etir ement actuall y makes them wr etche d, because it depriv es

them o f all emplo yment, by quenching the hopes and f ears tha t set

in motion their slugg ish minds.

If such be the f orce of habi t; if such be the bondag e of foll y,

how carefull y ought w e to guar d the mind fr om storing up vicious

associations; and e qually careful should w e be to cultiv ate the

understanding, to sa ve the poor wig ht fr om the w eak dependen t

state o f even harmless ignor ance. For i t is the rig ht use o f r eason

alone which mak es us independen t o f every thingÑe xcepting the

uncloude d ReasonÑÓWhose service is perf ect fr eedom.Ó
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Chapter 7: Modesty
Comprehensively Considered
and Not as a Sexual Virtue

Modesty! Sacred offspring o f sensibili ty and r eason! true delic acy of

mind! ma y I unblame d pr esume to in vestigate th y natur e, and tr ace

to i ts covert the mild charm, tha t mello wing e ach harsh f eatur e

of a char acter , renders wha t w ould other wise onl y inspir e cold

admir ationÑlo vely! Thou tha t smoothest the wrinkles o f wisdom,

and softenest the tone o f the mor e sublime vir tues till the y all

melt in to humani ty! thou tha t spr eadest the e ther eal cloud tha t

surr ounding lo ve heightens every beaut y, it half shades, br eathing

those c oy sweets tha t ste al in to the he art, and charm the

sensesÑmodula te f or me the languag e of persuasiv e reason, till I

rouse my sex fr om the f lowery bed, on which the y supinel y sleep lif e

away!

In speaking o f the associa tion o f our ide as, I have notic ed t wo

distinc t modes; and in def ining modest y, it appears to me e qually

proper to discrimina te tha t puri ty of mind, which is the ef fect o f

chasti ty, from a simplici ty of char acter tha t le ads us to f orm a just

opinion o f oursel ves, equally distan t fr om vanity or pr esumption,

thoug h by no me ans incompati ble wi th a lo fty consciousness o f our

own digni ty. Modesty in the la t ter signif ication o f the term, is tha t

soberness of mind which te aches a man not to think mor e highly

of himself than he oug ht to think, and should be distinguishe d fr om

humili ty, because humili ty is a kind o f self -abasemen t. A modest

man often c onceives a great plan, and tenaciousl y adher es to i t,

conscious o f his o wn str ength, till suc cess gives it a sanction tha t

determines i ts char acter . Milton w as not arr ogant when he suf fered

a suggestion o f judgmen t to esc ape him tha t pr oved a prophesy;

nor w as General Washington when he ac cepted of the c ommand o f
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the Americ an forces. The lat ter has al ways been char acteriz ed as a

modest man; but had he be en mer ely humble, he w ould pr obably

have shrunk back irr esolute, afr aid of trusting to himself the

dir ection o f an enterprise on which so much depende d.

A modest man is ste ady, an humble man timid, and a v ain one

presumptuous; this is the judgmen t, which the obser vation o f many

characters, has led me to f orm. Jesus Christ w as modest, M oses was

humble, and Peter v ain.

Thus discrimina ting modest y fr om humili ty in one c ase, I do not

mean to c onfound i t wi th bashfulness in the other . Bashfulness,

in fac t, is so distinc t fr om modest y, that the most bashful lass,

or r aw countr y lout, o ften be comes the most impuden t; f or their

bashfulness being mer ely the instinc tiv e timidi ty of ignor ance,

custom soon chang es it in to assur ance.1

The shameless behaviour o f the pr osti tutes who inf est the str eets

of London, r aising alterna te emotions o f pi ty and disgust, ma y serve

to illustr ate this r emark. They tr ample on vir gin bashfulness wi th

a sort o f br avado, and glor ying in their shame, be come mor e

audaciousl y lewd than men, ho wever depr aved, to whom the se xual

quali ty has not be en gratui tousl y granted, ever appear to be. But

these poor ignor ant wr etches ne ver had any modest y to lose, when

they consigned themsel ves to infam y; for modest y is a vir tue not

a quali ty. No, they were only bashful, shame-fac ed innoc ents; and

losing their innoc ence, their shame-fac edness was rudel y brushe d

1."Such is the c ountr y-maiden 's frig ht, W hen f irst a r ed-

coat is in sig ht; Behind the door she hides her fac e, Next

time a t distanc e eyes the lace: She now can all his

terr ors stand, N or fr om his squeeze wi thdr aws her hand,

She plays familiar in his arms, And e very soldier ha th his

charms; >From ten t to ten t she spr eads her f lame; For

custom c onquers f ear and shame."
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off; a vir tue w ould ha ve left some v estiges in the mind, had i t been

sacrif iced to passion, to mak e us respect the gr and ruin.

Puri ty of mind, or tha t genuine delic acy, which is the onl y vir tuous

suppor t o f chasti ty, is near a-kin to tha t r efinemen t o f humani ty,

which ne ver r esides in any but cultiv ated minds. I t is some thing

nobler than innoc ence; it is the delic acy of r ef lection, and not the

coyness of ignor ance. The reserve of r eason, which lik e habitual

cleanliness, is seldom se en in an y great degr ee, unless the soul is

activ e, may easily be distinguishe d fr om rustic sh yness or w anton

skit tishness; and so far fr om being inc ompati ble wi th kno wledge, it

is i ts fair est frui t. W hat a gr oss idea of modest y had the wri ter o f

the f ollo wing r emark! ÒThe lady who asked the question whe ther

women may be instruc ted in the modern system o f botan y,

consisten tl y wi th f emale delic acy?Ó was accused of ridiculous

pruder y: nevertheless, if she had pr oposed the question to me, I

should c ertainl y have answeredÑThey cannot.Ó Thus is the fair book

of kno wledge to be shut wi th an e verlasting seal! On r eading similar

passages I have reverentiall y lif ted up m y eyes and heart to H im who

liveth f or ever and ever, and said, O my Father , hast Thou b y the v ery

consti tution o f her na tur e forbid Th y child to se ek Thee in the fair

forms o f truth ? And, can her soul be sullie d by the kno wledge that

awfull y calls her to The e?

I have then philosophic ally pursue d these r ef lections till I

inf err ed, tha t those w omen who ha ve most impr oved their r eason

must ha ve the most modest y Ñthoug h a dignif ied sedateness of

depor tmen t may have succeeded the pla yful, be wi tching

bashfulness o f youth. 2

And thus ha ve I argued. To render chasti ty the vir tue fr om which

unsophistic ated modest y will na tur ally f low, the at ten tion should be

called away fr om emplo yments, which onl y exercise the sensi bili ty;

and the he art made to be at time to humani ty, rather than to thr ob

2. Modesty, is the gr aceful c alm vir tue o f maturi ty;

bashfulness, the charm o f vivacious youth.
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wi th lo ve. The woman who has de dicated a consider able por tion o f

her time to pursui ts pur ely in telle ctual, and whose af fections ha ve

been exercised by humane plans o f usefulness, must ha ve mor e

puri ty of mind, as a na tur al consequence, than the ignor ant beings

whose time and thoug hts have been occupie d by gay pleasures

or schemes to c onquer he arts. The r egulation o f the beha viour is

not modest y, thoug h those who stud y rules o f decorum, ar e, in

general terme d modest w omen. Mak e the he art cle an, let i t expand

and feel for all tha t is human, inste ad of being narr owed by self ish

passions; and let the mind fr equentl y contempla te subjects tha t

exercise the understanding, wi thout he ating the imag ination, and

artless modest y will g ive the f inishing touches to the pic tur e.

She who can discern the da wn o f immor tali ty, in the str eaks that

shoot a th wart the mist y nig ht o f ignor ance, promising a cle arer day,

will r espect, as a sacred temple, the bod y tha t enshrines such an

impr ovable soul. True lo ve, likewise, spr eads this kind o f mysterious

sancti ty round the belo ved object, making the lo ver most modest

when in her pr esence. So reserved is affection, tha t, r eceiving or

returning personal ende armen ts, i t wishes, not onl y to shun the

human eye, as a kind of pr ofanation; but to dif fuse an encir cling

cloud y obscuri ty to shut out e ven the saucy sparkling sunbe ams.

Yet, tha t af fection does not deser ve the epi the t o f chaste which does

not r eceive a sublime g loom o f tender melanchol y, that allo ws the

mind f or a momen t to stand still and en joy the pr esent satisfac tion,

when a c onsciousness o f the Divine pr esence is feltÑ for this must

ever be the f ood of joy!

As I have always been fond o f tr acing to i ts sour ce in natur e any

prevailing custom, I ha ve fr equentl y thoug ht tha t i t w as a sentimen t

of affection f or wha tever had touche d the person o f an absent or

lost friend, which ga ve bir th to tha t r espect f or r elics, so much

abused by self ish priests. De votion, or lo ve, may be allowed to

hallow the garmen ts as well as the person; f or the lo ver must w ant

fancy, who has not a sor t o f sacred respect f or the g love or slipper

of his mistr ess. He could not c onfound them wi th vulgar things o f

the same kind.
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This f ine sentimen t, per haps, would not be ar to be anal yzed by

the experimen tal philosopher Ñbut o f such stuf f is human r aptur e

made up!Ñ A shado wy phan tom g lides bef ore us, obscuring e very

other obje ct; yet when the so ft cloud is gr asped, the f orm melts

into c ommon air , leaving a soli tar y void, or sw eet perfume, stolen

fr om the viole t, tha t memor y long holds de ar. But, I ha ve trippe d

unawares on fair y ground, f eeling the balm y gale of spring ste aling

on me, thoug h November fr owns.

As a sex, women ar e mor e chaste than men, and as modest y is

the ef fect o f chasti ty, they may deserve to have this vir tue ascri bed

to them in r ather an appr opria ted sense; yet, I must be allo wed to

add an hesi tating if:Ñ f or I doubt, whe ther chasti ty will pr oduce

modest y, thoug h i t may pr oprie ty of conduc t, when i t is mer ely

a respect f or the opinion o f the w or ld, and when c oquetr y and

the lo velorn tales o f novelists emplo y the thoug hts. Nay, from

experienc e, and reason, I should be le ad to expect to me et wi th

mor e modest y amongst men than w omen, simpl y because men

exercise their understandings mor e than w omen.

But, wi th r espect to pr oprie ty of behaviour , excepting one class

of females, women have eviden tl y the ad vantage. What can be mor e

disgusting than tha t impuden t dr oss of gallan tr y, thoug ht so manl y,

which mak es many men star e insulting ly at every female the y meet?

Is this r espect f or the se x? This loose behaviour sho ws such habi tual

depr avity, such weakness of mind, tha t i t is vain to e xpect much

public or priv ate vir tue, till both men and w omen gr ow mor e

modestÑtill men, curbing a sensual f ondness f or the se x, or an

affectation o f manl y assurance, mor e proper ly speaking, impudenc e,

tr eat each other wi th r espectÑunless appe ti te or passion g ives the

tone, pe culiar to i t, to their beha viour . I mean even personal

respectÑthe modest r espect o f humani ty, and fellow-f eeling; not

the li bidinous mock ery of gallan tr y, nor the insolen t condescension

of pr otectorship.

To carr y the obser vation still fur ther , modest y must he artil y

disclaim, and r efuse to d well wi th tha t debaucher y of mind, which

leads a man cooll y to bring f orward, wi thout a blush, inde cent
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allusions, or obsc ene wi t ticisms, in the pr esence of a fellow

creatur e; women ar e now out o f the question, f or then i t is brutali ty.

Respect f or man, as man is the f oundation o f every noble sen timen t.

How much mor e modest is the li ber tine who obe ys the c all of

appeti te or fanc y, than the le wd joker who se ts the table in a r oar.

This is one o f the man y instanc es in which the se xual distinc tion

respecting modest y has proved fatal to vir tue and happiness. I t is,

however, carrie d still fur ther , and woman, w eak woman! made b y

her education the sla ve of sensibili ty, is requir ed, on the most tr ying

occasions, to r esist tha t sensi bili ty. ÒCan any thing,Ó says Knox, be

mor e absurd than k eeping w omen in a sta te o f ignor ance, and yet

so vehementl y to insist on their r esisting tempta tion ? Thus when

vir tue or honour mak e it pr oper to che ck a passion, the bur den

is thr own on the w eaker shoulders, c ontr ary to r eason and true

modest y, which, a t le ast, should r ender the self -denial mutual, to

say nothing o f the g enerosity of br avery, supposed to be a manl y

vir tue.

In the same str ain runs RousseauÕs and Dr. Gregor yÕs advice

respecting modest y, str angely misc alled! for the y both desir e a wif e

to le ave it in doubt, whe ther sensi bili ty or w eakness led her to her

husbandÕs arms. The w oman is immodest who c an let the shado w of

such a doubt r emain on her husbandÕs mind a momen t.

But to sta te the subje ct in a dif ferent lig ht. The w ant o f modest y,

which I principall y deplor e as subversive of mor ality, arises fr om

the sta te o f warfar e so str enuousl y suppor ted by voluptuous men

as the very essence of modest y, thoug h, in fac t, i ts bane; because

it is a r efinemen t on sensual desir e, that men fall in to who ha ve

not suf f icien t vir tue to r elish the innoc ent ple asures of love. A man

of delic acy carries his notions o f modest y still fur ther , for nei ther

weakness nor sensi bili ty will gr atif y himÑhe looks f or af fection.

Again; men boast o f their triumphs o ver w omen, wha t do the y

boast of? Trul y the cr eatur e of sensibili ty was surprise d by her
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sensibili ty in to f oll yÑin to vic e;3 and the dr eadful r eckoning falls

heavily on her o wn w eak head, when r eason wakes. For wher e art

thou to f ind c omf or t, f or lorn and disc onsolate one ? He who oug ht to

have dir ected th y reason, and suppor ted th y weakness, has betr ayed

thee! In a dr eam of passion thou c onsentedst to w ander thr ough

f lowery lawns, and he edlessly stepping o ver the pr ecipic e to which

th y guide, inste ad of guar ding, lur ed the e, thou star test fr om th y

dream onl y to fac e a sneering, fr owning w or ld, and to f ind th yself

alone in a w aste, for he tha t triumphe d in th y weakness is now

pursuing ne w conquests; but f or the eÑther e is no r edemption on

this side the gr ave! And what r esource hast thou in an ener vated

mind to r aise a sinking heart?

But, if the se xes be really to liv e in a state o f warfar e, if natur e

has poin ted i t out, le t men ac t nobl y, or le t pride whisper to them,

that the vic tor y is mean when the y mer ely vanquish sensi bili ty. The

real conquest is tha t over af fection not tak en by surpriseÑ when,

like Heloisa, a woman g ives up all the w or ld, deli beratel y, for lo ve.

I do not no w consider the wisdom or vir tue o f such a sacrif ice, I

only contend tha t i t w as a sacrif ice to af fection, and not mer ely

to sensi bili ty, thoug h she had her shar e. And I must be allo wed to

call her a modest w oman, bef ore I dismiss this par t o f the subje ct,

by saying, tha t till men ar e mor e chaste, women will be immodest.

Where, indeed, could modest w omen f ind husbands fr om whom

they would not c ontinuall y turn wi th disgust? M odesty must be

equally cultiv ated by both se xes, or i t will e ver r emain a sickl y hot-

house plan t, whilst the af fectation o f i t, the f ig leaf borr owed by

wantonness, may give a zest to v oluptuous en joyments.)

Men will pr obably still insist tha t w oman oug ht to ha ve mor e

modest y than man; but i t is not dispassiona te r easoners who will

most e arnestl y oppose m y opinion. N o, they are the men o f fanc y,

the fa vouri tes of the se x, who out wardly respect, and in wardly

3. The poor moth f lut tering r ound a candle, burns i ts

wings.
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despise the w eak creatur es whom the y thus spor t wi th. The y cannot

submi t to r esign the hig hest sensual gr atif ication, nor e ven to r elish

the epicurism o f vir tueÑself -denial.

To take another vie w of the subje ct, conf ining m y remarks to

women.

The ridiculous falsi ties which ar e told to childr en, fr om mistak en

notions o f modest y, tend v ery early to inf lame their imag inations

and set their li t tle minds to w ork, respecting subje cts, which na tur e

never in tende d the y should think o f, till the bod y arriv ed at some

degree of maturi ty; then the passions na tur ally begin to tak e place

of the senses, as instrumen ts to unf old the understanding, and f orm

the mor al character .

In nurseries, and boar ding schools, I f ear, gir ls are first spoile d;

par ticular ly in the la t ter . A number o f gir ls sleep in the same r oom,

and wash together . And, thoug h I should be sorr y to c ontamina te

an innoc ent cr eatur eÕs mind b y instilling false delic acy, or those

indecent prudish notions, which e arly cautions r especting the other

sex natur ally engender , I should be v ery anxious to pr event their

acquiring indelic ate, or immodest habi ts; and as many gir ls have

learned very indelic ate tricks, fr om ignor ant ser vants, the mixing

them thus indiscrimina tel y tog ether , is very impr oper .

To say the truth, w omen ar e, in general, too familiar wi th each

other , which le ads to tha t gr oss degree of familiari ty tha t so

fr equentl y renders the marriag e state unhapp y. Why in the name

of decency are sisters, f emale in tima tes, or ladies and their w aiting

women, to be so gr ossly familiar as to f orget the r espect which

one human cr eatur e owes to another? Tha t squeamish delic acy

which shrinks fr om the most disgusting o ff ices when af fection or

humani ty lead us to w atch a t a sick pillo w, is despicable. But, wh y

women in he alth should be mor e familiar wi th each other than men

are, when the y boast o f their superiour delic acy, is a solecism in

manners which I c ould ne ver solve.

In or der to pr eserve health and be aut y, I should e arnestl y

recommend fr equent ablutions, to dignif y my advice that i t may not

offend the fastidious e ar; and, by example, g ir ls ought to be ta ught
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to w ash and dr ess alone, wi thout an y distinc tion o f r ank; and if

custom should mak e them r equir e some li t tle assistanc e, let them

not r equir e it till tha t par t o f the business is o ver which oug ht ne ver

to be done bef ore a fellow-cr eatur e; because it is an insult to the

majesty of human na tur e. Not on the sc ore of modest y, but de cency;

for the c are which some modest w omen tak e, making at the same

time a displa y of tha t care, not to le t their legs be se en, is as childish

as immodest. 4

I could pr oceed still fur ther , till I animad verted on some still

mor e indelic ate customs, which men ne ver fall in to. Secrets are

toldÑ wher e silence ought to r eign; and tha t r egard to cle anliness,

which some r elig ious sects have, perhaps, carrie d too far , especiall y

the Essenes, amongst the J ews, by making tha t an insult to God

which is onl y an insult to humani ty, is violated in a brutal manner .

How can DELICATE women obtrude on notic e that par t o f the

animal econom y, which is so v ery disgusting ? And is it not v ery

rational to c onclude, tha t the w omen who ha ve not be en taught to

respect the human na tur e of their o wn sex, in these par ticulars, will

not long r espect the mer e dif ference of sex, in their husbands? Af ter

their maidenish bashfulness is onc e lost, I, in fac t, have generally

observed, tha t w omen fall in to old habi ts; and tr eat their husbands

as they did their sisters or f emale acquain tanc e.

Besides, women fr om necessity, because their minds ar e not

cultiv ated, have recourse very often, to wha t I familiar ly term bodil y

wi t; and their in timacies ar e of the same kind. I n shor t, wi th r espect

to both mind and bod y, they are too in tima te. That decent personal

reserve, which is the f oundation o f digni ty of char acter , must be

4. I r emember to ha ve met wi th a sentenc e, in a book o f

education tha t made me smile. "I t w ould be ne edless to

caution y ou against put ting y our hand, b y chance, under

your ne ck-handk erchief; f or a modest w oman never did

so!"
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kept up be tween women, or their minds will ne ver gain str ength or

modest y.

On this ac count also, I obje ct to man y females being shut up

together in nurseries, schools, or c onvents. I cannot r ecollect

wi thout indigna tion, the jok es and hoiden tricks, which knots o f

young w omen indulg ed themsel ves in, when in m y youth ac ciden t

thr ew me, an awkw ard rustic, in their w ay. They were almost on a

par wi th the double me anings, which shak e the c onvivial table when

the g lass has circulated fr eely. But i t is vain to a t tempt to k eep the

heart pur e, unless the he ad is furnishe d wi th ide as, and set to w ork

to c ompar e them, in or der, to acquir e judgmen t, by generalizing

simple ones; and modest y by making the understanding damp the

sensibili ty.

It may be thoug ht tha t I la y too gr eat a str ess on personal r eserve;

but i t is ever the hand-maid o f modest y. So that w ere I to name

the gr aces that oug ht to adorn be aut y, I should instan tl y exclaim,

cleanliness, neatness, and personal r eserve. It is ob vious, I suppose,

that the r eserve I mean, has nothing se xual in i t, and tha t I think

it EQUALLY necessary in both se xes. So necessary inde ed, is tha t

reserve and cleanliness which indolen t w omen too o ften neg lect,

that I will v entur e to af f irm, tha t when t wo or thr ee women liv e in

the same house, the one will be most r espected by the male par t

of the famil y, who r eside wi th them, le aving lo ve entir ely out o f the

question, who pa ys this kind o f habi tual r espect to her person.

When domestic friends me et in a morning, ther e will na tur ally

prevail an af fectiona te seriousness, espe ciall y, if each look f orward

to the dischar ge of dail y duties; and i t may be reckoned fanciful,

but this sen timen t has fr equentl y risen spon taneously in m y mind.

I have been pleased after br eathing the sw eet br acing morning air ,

to see the same kind o f fr eshness in the c ountenanc es I par ticular ly

loved; I w as glad to see them br aced, as it w ere, for the da y, and

ready to run their c ourse wi th the sun. The gr eetings o f affection in

the morning ar e by these me ans mor e respectful, than the familiar

tenderness which fr equentl y pr olongs the e vening talk. N ay, I have

often f elt hur t, not to sa y disguste d, when a friend has appe ared,
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whom I par ted wi th full dr essed the e vening bef ore, wi th her clothes

huddle d on, because she chose to indulg e herself in be d till the last

momen t.

Domestic af fection c an onl y be kept aliv e by these neg lected

at ten tions; y et if men and w omen took half as much pains to dr ess

habi tuall y neat, as the y do to ornamen t, or r ather to disf igur e their

persons, much w ould be done to wards the at tainmen t o f puri ty of

mind. But w omen onl y dr ess to gr atif y men o f gallan tr y; for the lo ver

is always best ple ased wi th the simple garb tha t si ts close to the

shape. There is an imper tinenc e in ornamen ts tha t r ebuf fs affection;

because love always clings r ound the ide a of home.

As a sex, women ar e habituall y indolen t; and every thing tends to

make them so. I do not f orget the star ts of activi ty which sensi bili ty

produc es; but as these f lights of feeling onl y incr ease the evil, the y

are not to be c onfounde d wi th the slo w, order ly walk of r eason.

So great, in r eality, is their men tal and bodil y indolenc e, that till

their bod y be str engthene d and their understanding enlar ged by

activ e exertions, ther e is li t tle r eason to expect tha t modest y will

take place of bashfulness. The y may f ind i t pruden t to assume i ts

semblance; but the fair v eil will onl y be worn on gala da ys.

Perhaps ther e is not a vir tue tha t mix es so kindl y wi th every other

as modesty. It is the pale moon-be am tha t r enders mor e inter esting

every vir tue i t softens, g iving mild gr andeur to the c ontr acted

horiz on. Nothing c an be mor e beautiful than the poe tic al f iction,

which mak es Diana wi th her sil ver cr escent, the g oddess of chasti ty.

I have sometimes thoug ht, tha t w andering wi th sedate step in some

lonel y recess, a modest dame of antiqui ty must ha ve felt a g low

of conscious digni ty, when, af ter c ontempla ting the so ft shadowy

landscape, she has invited wi th placid f ervour the mild r ef lection o f

her sisterÕs beams to turn to her chaste bosom.

A Christian has still nobler motiv es to inci te her to pr eserve her

chasti ty and acquir e modest y, for her bod y has been called the

Temple o f the living God; o f tha t God who r equir es more than

modest y of mien. H is eye searcheth the he art; and le t her

remember , that if she hope th to f ind fa vour in the sig ht o f puri ty
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itself, her chasti ty must be f ounde d on modest y, and not on w or ldl y

prudenc e; or veril y a good r eputa tion will be her onl y reward; for

that awful in ter course, tha t sacr ed communion, which vir tue

establishes between man and his Mak er, must g ive rise to the wish

of being pur e as he is pure!

After the f oregoing r emarks, it is almost superf luous to add, tha t

I consider all those f eminine airs o f maturi ty, which suc ceed

bashfulness, to which truth is sacrif iced, to secur e the he art o f a

husband, or r ather to f orce him to be still a lo ver when na tur e

would, had she not be en in terrupte d in her oper ations, ha ve made

love give place to friendship, as immodest. The tenderness which a

man will f eel for the mother o f his childr en is an excellent substi tute

for the ar dour o f unsatisf ied passion; but to pr olong tha t ar dour i t

is indelic ate, not to sa y immodest, f or w omen to f eign an unna tur al

coldness of consti tution. W omen as well as men oug ht to ha ve the

common appe ti tes and passions o f their na tur e, they are only brutal

when unche cked by reason: but the obliga tion to che ck them is

the dut y of mankind, not a se xual dut y. Natur e, in these r espects,

may safely be lef t to herself; le t w omen onl y acquir e knowledge and

humani ty, and love will te ach them modest y.5 Ther e is no need of

falsehoods, disgusting as futile, f or studie d rules o f behaviour onl y

impose on shallo w obser vers; a man of sense soon sees thr ough, and

despises the af fectation.

The behaviour o f young pe ople, to e ach other , as men and women,

is the last thing tha t should be thoug ht o f in e ducation. I n fact,

5. The behaviour o f many newly marrie d women has often

disguste d me. They seem anxious ne ver to le t their

husbands forget the privileg e of marriag e, and to f ind no

pleasure in his socie ty unless he is acting the lo ver.

Short, inde ed, must be the r eign of love, when the f lame

is thus c onstan tl y blown up, wi thout i ts r eceiving an y

solid fuel.
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behaviour in most cir cumstanc es is now so much thoug ht o f, tha t

simplici ty of char acter is r arely to be seen; yet, if men w ere only

anxious to cultiv ate each vir tue, and le t i t tak e root f irml y in the

mind, the gr ace resulting fr om i t, i ts natur al exteriour mar k, would

soon strip af fectation o f i ts f launting plumes; be cause, fallacious as

unstable, is the c onduc t tha t is not f ounde d upon truth!

Would y e, O my sisters, r eally possess modesty, ye must

remember tha t the possession o f vir tue, o f any denomina tion, is

incompati ble wi th ignor ance and vanity! ye must ac quir e that

soberness of mind, which the e xercise of duties, and the pursui t

of kno wledge, alone inspir e, or ye will still r emain in a doubtful

dependen t si tuation, and onl y be loved whilst y e are fair! the

downc ast eye, the r osy blush, the r etiring gr ace, are all pr oper in

their se ason; but modest y, being the child o f r eason, cannot long

exist wi th the sensi bili ty tha t is not temper ed by ref lection. Besides,

when lo ve, even innoc ent lo ve, is the whole emplo y of your liv es,

your he arts will be too so ft to af ford modest y tha t tr anquil r etr eat,

wher e she delights to d well, in close union wi th humani ty.
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Chapter 8: Morality
Undermined by Sexual
Notions of the Importance of
a Good Reputation

It has long sinc e occurr ed to me, tha t advice respecting beha viour ,

and all the v arious modes o f pr eserving a good r eputa tion, which

have been so str enuousl y inculc ated on the f emale wor ld, were

specious poisons, tha t incrusting mor ality eat away the substanc e.

And, tha t this me asuring o f shadows pr oduced a false calculation,

because their length depends so much on the heig ht o f the sun, and

other ad venti tious cir cumstanc es.

>From whenc e arises the easy fallacious beha viour o f a cour tier?

>From this si tuation, undoubte dly: for standing in ne ed of

dependen ts, he is oblig ed to le arn the ar t o f denying wi thout g iving

offence, and, of evasively feeding hope wi th the chamele onÕs food;

thus does poli teness spor t wi th truth, and e ating a way the sinc eri ty

and humani ty natur al to man, pr oduce the f ine gentleman.

Women in the same w ay acquir e, from a supposed necessity, an

equally artif icial mode o f behaviour . Yet truth is not wi th impuni ty

to be spor ted wi th, f or the pr actised dissembler , at last, be comes

the dupe o f his o wn ar ts, loses tha t sagacity which has be en justl y

terme d common sense; namel y, a quick per ception o f common

truths: which ar e constan tl y received as such by the

unsophistic ated mind, thoug h i t mig ht not ha ve had suf f icien t

energy to disc over them i tself, when obscur ed by local pr ejudic es.

The gr eater number o f people tak e their opinions on trust, to a void

the tr ouble o f exercising their o wn minds, and these indolen t beings

natur ally adher e to the le t ter , rather than the spiri t o f a law, divine

or human. ÒWomen,Ó says some author , I cannot r ecollect who,
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Òmind not wha t onl y heaven sees.Ó Why, indeed should the y? it is

the eye of man tha t the y have been taught to dr eadÑand if the y can

lull their Ar gus to sleep, they seldom think o f heaven or themsel ves,

because their r eputa tion is saf e; and i t is r eputa tion not chasti ty and

all i ts fair tr ain, tha t the y are emplo yed to k eep fr ee fr om spot, not

as a virtue, but to pr eserve their sta tion in the w or ld.

To pr ove the truth o f this r emark, I need onl y advert to the

intrigues o f marrie d women, par ticular ly in hig h lif e, and in

countries wher e women ar e suitabl y marrie d, according to their

respectiv e ranks by their par ents. If an innoc ent g ir l become a pr ey

to lo ve, she is degraded forever, thoug h her mind w as not pollute d

by the ar ts which marrie d women, under the c onvenien t cloak o f

marriag e, practise; nor has she viola ted any dut yÑbut the dut y of

respecting herself. The marrie d woman, on the c ontr ary, breaks a

most sacr ed engagement, and be comes a cruel mother when she is

a false and fai thless wif e. If her husband has still an af fection f or

her, the ar ts which she must pr actise to de ceive him, will r ender

her the most c ontempti ble of human beings; and a t any rate, the

contriv ances necessary to pr eserve appearances, will k eep her mind

in tha t childish or vicious tumult which destr oys all i ts ener gy.

Besides, in time, lik e those people who habi tuall y take cordials to

raise their spiri ts, she will w ant an in trigue to g ive lif e to her

thoug hts, having lost all r elish f or ple asures that ar e not hig hly

seasoned by hope or f ear.

Sometimes marrie d women act still mor e audaciousl y; I will

mention an instanc e.

A woman of quali ty, notorious f or her gallan tries, thoug h as she

still liv ed wi th her husband, nobod y chose to plac e her in the class

wher e she ought to ha ve been placed, made a poin t o f tr eating wi th

the most insulting c ontempt a poor timid cr eatur e, abashed by a

sense of her f ormer w eakness, whom a neig hbouring g entleman

had seduced and af ter wards marrie d. This w oman had ac tuall y

confounde d vir tue wi th r eputa tion; and, I do belie ve, valued herself

on the pr oprie ty of her beha viour bef ore marriag e, thoug h when

once set tle d, to the sa tisfac tion o f her famil y, she and her lor d were
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equally fai thlessÑso tha t the half aliv e heir to an immense esta te

came fr om heaven knows wher e!

To view this subje ct in another lig ht.

I have known a number o f women who, if the y did not lo ve their

husbands, loved nobod y else, giving themsel ves entir ely up to v anity

and dissipa tion, neg lecting e very domestic dut y; nay, even

squandering a way all the mone y which should ha ve been saved for

their helpless y ounger childr en, yet have plume d themsel ves on

their unsullie d reputa tion, as if the whole c ompass of their dut y as

wives and mothers w as only to pr eserve it. W hilst other indolen t

women, neg lecting e very personal dut y, have thoug ht tha t the y

deserved their husbandÕs affection, be cause they acted in this

respect wi th pr oprie ty.

Weak minds ar e always fond o f r esting in the c eremonials o f

dut y, but mor ality offers much simpler motiv es; and it w ere to be

wished tha t superf icial mor alists had said less r especting beha viour ,

and out ward obser vances, for unless vir tue, o f any kind, is built on

knowledge, it will onl y pr oduce a kind o f insipid de cency. Respect

for the opinion o f the w or ld, has, however, been terme d the

principal dut y of woman in the most e xpr ess words, for Rousseau

declares, Òthat r eputa tion is no less indispensable than chasti ty.Ó ÒA

man,Ó adds he, Òsecur e in his o wn good conduc t, depends onl y on

himself, and ma y br ave the public opinion; but a w oman, in beha ving

well, perf orms but half her dut y; as what is thoug ht o f her , is as

impor tant to her as wha t she r eally is. It f ollo ws henc e, that the

system o f a womanÕs education should, in this r espect, be dir ectl y

contr ary to tha t o f ours. Opinion is the gr ave of vir tue among the

men; but i ts thr one among w omen.Ó It is stric tl y log ical to inf er, that

the vir tue tha t r ests on opinion is mer ely wor ldl y, and tha t i t is the

vir tue o f a being to whom r eason has been denie d. But, even wi th

respect to the opinion o f the w or ld, I am c onvinc ed, tha t this class

of r easoners are mistak en.

This r egard for r eputa tion, independen t o f i ts being one o f the

natur al rewards of vir tue, ho wever, took i ts rise fr om a cause that

I have already deplor ed as the gr and sour ce of female depr avity,
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the impossi bili ty of r egaining r espectabili ty by a return to vir tue,

thoug h men pr eserve theirs during the indulg ence of vic e. It w as

natur al for w omen then to ende avour to pr eserve what onc e

lostÑ was lost for ever, till this c are swallowing up e very other c are,

reputa tion f or chasti ty, became the one thing ne edful to the se x. But

vain is the scrupulosi ty of ignor ance, for nei ther r elig ion nor vir tue,

when the y reside in the he art, r equir e such a puerile a t ten tion to

mer e ceremonies, because the behaviour must, upon the whole be

proper , when the motiv e is pur e.

To suppor t m y opinion I c an pr oduce very respectable authori ty;

and the a uthori ty of a cool r easoner oug ht to ha ve weight to enf orce

consider ation, thoug h not to establish a sen timen t. Speaking o f the

general laws of mor ality, Dr. Smi th obser vesÑÓThat by some very

extr aordinar y and unlucky cir cumstanc e, a good man ma y come to

be suspected of a crime o f which he w as altogether inc apable, and

upon tha t account be most un justl y exposed for the r emaining par t

of his lif e to the horr or and aversion o f mankind. B y an acciden t o f

this kind he ma y be said to lose his all, not wi thstanding his in tegri ty

and justic e, in the same manner as a c autious man, not wi thstanding

his utmost cir cumspection, ma y be ruine d by an earthquak e or an

inunda tion. Ac ciden ts of the f irst kind, ho wever, are perhaps still

mor e rare, and still mor e contr ary to the c ommon c ourse o f things

than those o f the se cond; and i t still r emains true, tha t the pr actic e

of truth, justic e and humani ty, is a certain and almost infalli ble

method o f acquiring wha t those vir tues chief ly aim at, the

conf idenc e and love of those w e live wi th. A person ma y be easily

misr epresented wi th r egard to a par ticular ac tion; but i t is scarcely

possible tha t he should be so wi th r egard to the g eneral tenor o f

his conduc t. An innoc ent man ma y be belie ved to ha ve done wr ong:

this, ho wever, will r arely happen. On the c ontr ary, the establishe d

opinion o f the innoc ence of his manners will o ften le ad us to absol ve

him wher e he has really been in the fa ult, not wi thstanding v ery

str ong pr esumptions. Ó

I perf ectl y coincide in opinion wi th this wri ter , for I v eril y believe,

that f ew of ei ther se x were ever despised for c ertain vic es without
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deserving to be despise d. I speak not o f the c alumn y of the momen t,

which hangs o ver a char acter , like one of the dense f ogs of

November o ver this me tr opolis, till i t gr adually subsides before the

common lig ht o f day, I onl y contend, tha t the dail y conduc t o f the

majori ty pr evails to stamp their char acter wi th the impr ession of

truth. Quie tl y does the cle ar lig ht, shining da y after da y, refute

the ignor ant surmise, or malicious tale, which has thr own dir t on

a pure character . A false light distor ted, for a shor t time, i ts

shadowÑr eputa tion; but i t seldom fails to be come just when the

cloud is disperse d tha t pr oduced the mistak e in vision.

Many people, undoubte dly in several respects, obtain a be t ter

reputa tion than, stric tl y speaking, the y deserve, for unr emi t ting

industr y will mostl y reach i ts goal in all r aces. They who onl y striv e

for this paltr y priz e, like the Pharisees, who pr ayed at the c orners

of str eets, to be se en of men, veril y obtain the r eward the y seek; for

the he art o f man c annot be r ead by man! Still the fair fame tha t is

natur ally ref lected by good actions, when the man is onl y emplo yed

to dir ect his steps arig ht, r egardless of the look ers-on, is in g eneral,

not onl y mor e true but mor e sure.

Ther e are, it is true, trials when the g ood man must appe al to

God fr om the in justic e of man; and amidst the whining c andour

or hissing o f envy, erect a pavilion in his o wn mind to r etir e to,

till the rumour be o verpast; na y, the dar ts of undeser ved censure

may pier ce an innoc ent tender bosom thr ough wi th man y sorr ows;

but these ar e all exceptions to g eneral rules. And i t is according to

these common la ws tha t human beha viour oug ht to be r egulated.

The eccentric orbi t o f the c omet ne ver inf luenc es astronomic al

calculations r especting the in variable or der establishe d in the

motion o f the principal bodies o f the solar system.

I will then v entur e to af f irm, tha t af ter a man has arriv ed at

maturi ty, the general outline o f his char acter in the w or ld is just,

allowing f or the bef ore mentione d exceptions to the rule. I do not

say, that a pruden t, w or ldl y-wise man, wi th onl y negativ e vir tues

and quali ties, may not some times obtain a smoother r eputa tion

than a wiser or a be t ter man. So far fr om i t, tha t I am apt to c onclude
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fr om experienc e, that wher e the vir tue o f t wo people is ne arly equal,

the most nega tiv e character will be lik ed best b y the w or ld at lar ge,

whilst the other ma y have mor e friends in priv ate lif e. But the hills

and dales, clouds and sunshine, c onspicuous in the vir tues o f gr eat

men, set o ff each other; and thoug h the y afford envious w eakness a

fair er mar k to shoot a t, the r eal character will still w ork i ts w ay to

light, thoug h bespat ter ed by weak affection, or ing enious malic e.1

With r espect to tha t anxie ty to pr eserve a reputa tion har dly

earned, which le ads sagacious people to anal yze it, I shall not mak e

the ob vious commen t; but I am afr aid tha t mor ality is very

insidiousl y undermine d, in the f emale wor ld, by the at ten tion being

turne d to the sho w inste ad of the substanc e. A simple thing is

thus made str angely complic ated; nay, sometimes vir tue and i ts

shadow are set at varianc e. We should ne ver, perhaps, have heard

of Lucr etia, had she die d to pr eserve her chasti ty inste ad of her

reputa tion. I f we really deserve our o wn good opinion, w e shall

commonl y be respected in the w or ld; but if w e pant af ter hig her

impr ovement and hig her at tainmen ts, i t is not suf f icien t to vie w

oursel ves as we suppose tha t w e are viewed by others, thoug h

this has be en ingeniousl y argued as the f oundation o f our mor al

sentimen ts. (Smi th.) Because each bystander ma y have his own

prejudic es, besides the pr ejudic es of his age or c ountr y. We should

rather ende avour to vie w oursel ves, as we suppose tha t Being vie ws

us, who seeth each thoug ht ripen in to ac tion, and whose judgmen t

never swerves from the e ternal rule o f rig ht. Righteous are all his

judgmen tsÑjust, as mer ciful!

The humble mind tha t seeketh to f ind fa vour in H is sight, and

calmly examines i ts conduc t when onl y His pr esence is felt, will

seldom f orm a v ery err oneous opinion o f i ts own vir tues. During the

still hour o f self -c ollection, the angr y br ow of offended justic e will

be fearfull y depr ecated, or the tie which dr aws man to the Dei ty will

1.I allude to v arious biogr aphical wri tings, but par ticular ly

to Boswell's Lif e of Johnson.
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be recogniz ed in the pur e sentimen t o f r everential ador ation, tha t

swells the he art wi thout e xci ting an y tumultuous emotions. I n these

solemn momen ts man disc overs the g erm o f those vic es, which

like the Java tr ee shed a pestif erous vapour ar oundÑde ath is in

the shade! and he per ceives them wi thout abhorr ence, because he

feels himself dr awn b y some cord of love to all his f ellow cr eatur es,

for whose f ollies he is anxious to f ind every extenua tion in their

natur eÑin himself. I f I, he may thus ar gue, who exercise my own

mind, and ha ve been refined by tri bulation, f ind the serpen tÕs egg

in some f old o f my heart, and crush i t wi th dif f icult y, shall not I

pi ty those who ar e stamped wi th less vig our , or who ha ve heedlessly

nur tur ed the insidious r eptile till i t poisone d the vi tal str eam it

sucked? Can I, conscious o f my secret sins, thr ow off my fellow

creatur es, and calmly see them dr op in to the chasm o f per di tion,

that yawns to r eceive them. N o! no! The agoniz ed heart will cr y

wi th suf focating impa tienc eÑI too am a man! and ha ve vices, hid,

perhaps, fr om human e ye, that bend me to the dust bef ore God,

and loudl y tell me when all is mute, tha t w e are forme d of the

same earth, and br eathe the same elemen t. Humani ty thus rises

natur ally out o f humili ty, and t wists the c ords of love that in v arious

convolutions en tang le the he art.

This sympa th y extends still fur ther , till a man w ell ple ased

observes force in ar guments tha t do not c arr y conviction to his

own bosom, and he g ladly places in the fair est lig ht to himself,

the sho ws of r eason that have led others astr ay, rejoiced to f ind

some reason in all the err ors of man; thoug h before convinc ed tha t

he who rules the da y makes his sun to shine on all. Y et, shaking

hands thus, as i t w ere, wi th c orruption, one f oot on e arth, the

other wi th bold strides moun ts to he aven, and claims kindr ed wi th

superiour na tur es. Vir tues, unobser ved by men, dr op their balm y

fr agrance at this c ool hour , and the thirst y land, r efr eshed by the

pur e str eams of comf or t tha t suddenl y gush out, is cr owned wi th

smiling v erdur e; this is the living gr een on which tha t eye may look

wi th c omplac ency tha t is too pur e to behold iniqui ty! But m y spiri ts

f lag; and I must silen tl y indulg e the r everie these r ef lections le ad to,
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unable to descri be the sen timen ts tha t have calmed my soul, when

watching the rising sun, a so ft shower driz zling thr ough the le aves

of neig hbouring tr ees, seemed to fall on m y languid, y et tr anquil

spiri ts, to c ool the he art tha t had be en heated by the passions which

reason labour ed to tame.

The leading principles which run thr ough all m y disquisi tions,

would r ender i t unne cessary to enlar ge on this subje ct, if a c onstan t

at ten tion to k eep the v arnish o f the char acter fr esh, and in good

condi tion, w ere not o ften inculc ated as the sum total o f female dut y;

if rules to r egulate the beha viour , and to pr eserve the r eputa tion,

did not too fr equentl y supersede mor al obliga tions. But, wi th

respect to r eputa tion, the a t ten tion is c onf ined to a sing le

vir tueÑchasti ty. If the honour o f a woman, as it is absur dly called,

is safe, she may neglect every social dut y; nay, ruin her famil y by

gaming and e xtr avagance; yet still pr esent a shameless fr ont Ñ for

trul y she is an honour able woman!

Mrs. Mac aulay has justl y observed, tha t Òthere is but one fa ult

which a w oman of honour ma y not c ommi t wi th impuni ty.Ó She

then justl y and humanel y addsÑThis has given rise to the tri te and

foolish obser vation, tha t the f irst fa ult against chasti ty in w oman

has a radical power to depr ave the char acter . But no such fr ail

beings come out o f the hands o f natur e. The human mind is built o f

nobler ma terials than to be so e asily corrupte d; and wi th all their

disadvantages of si tuation and e ducation, w omen seldom be come

entir ely abandoned till the y are thr own in to a sta te o f desper ation,

by the venomous r ancour o f their o wn sex.Ó

But, in pr opor tion as this r egard for the r eputa tion o f chasti ty is

priz ed by women, i t is despise d by men: and the t wo extr emes are

equally destruc tiv e to mor ality.

Men are certainl y mor e under the inf luenc e of their appe ti tes

than w omen; and their appe ti tes are mor e depr aved by unbridle d

indulg ence, and the fastidious c ontriv ances of satie ty. Luxur y has

intr oduc ed a refinemen t in e ating tha t destr oys the c onsti tution;

and, a degree of glut ton y which is so be astly, that a per ception

of seemliness o f behaviour must be w orn out bef ore one being
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could e at immoder atel y in the pr esence of another , and after wards

complain o f the oppr ession tha t his in temper ance natur ally

produc ed. Some women, par ticular ly French w omen, have also lost

a sense of decency in this r espect; f or the y will talk v ery calmly of

an indig estion. I t w ere to be wishe d, tha t idleness w as not allo wed

to generate, on the r ank soil o f wealth, those sw arms of summer

insects tha t f eed on putr efaction; w e should not then be disguste d

by the sig ht o f such brutal e xcesses.

Ther e is one rule r elativ e to behaviour tha t, I think, oug ht to

regulate every other; and i t is simpl y to cherish such an habi tual

respect f or mankind, as ma y pr event us fr om disgusting a f ellow

creatur e for the sak e of a pr esent indulg ence. The shameful

indolenc e of many marrie d women, and others a li t tle ad vanced

in lif e, frequentl y leads them to sin against delic acy. For, thoug h

convinc ed tha t the person is the band o f union be tween the sexes,

yet, ho w often do the y fr om sheer indolenc e, or to en joy some

trif ling indulg ence, disgust?

The depr avity of the appe ti te, which brings the se xes together ,

has had a still mor e fatal ef fect. Natur e must e ver be the standar d

of taste, the guag e of appeti teÑ yet ho w gr ossly is natur e insulte d by

the voluptuar y. Leaving the r efinemen ts of love out o f the question;

natur e, by making the gr atif ication o f an appeti te, in this r espect,

as well as every other , a natur al and imperious la w to pr eserve the

species, exalts the appe ti te, and mix es a lit tle mind and af fection

wi th a sensual gust. The f eelings o f a parent ming ling wi th an

instinc t mer ely animal, g ive it digni ty; and the man and w oman

often me eting on ac count o f the child, a mutual in ter est and

affection is e xci ted by the e xercise of a common sympa th y. Women

then ha ving ne cessarily some dut y to fulf il, mor e noble than to

adorn their persons, w ould not c onten tedly be the sla ves of casual

appeti te, which is no w the si tuation o f a very consider able number

who ar e, li ter ally speaking, standing dishes to which e very glut ton

may have access.

I may be told, tha t gr eat as this enormi ty is, i t onl y affects a

devoted par t o f the se xÑde voted for the sal vation o f the r est. But,
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false as every assertion mig ht easily be pr oved, tha t r ecommends

the sanc tioning a small e vil to pr oduce a greater g ood; the mischief

does not stop her e, for the mor al character , and peace of mind, o f

the chaster par t o f the se x, is undermine d by the c onduc t o f the

very women to whom the y allow no r efuge fr om guilt: whom the y

inexorably consign to the e xercise of ar ts tha t lur e their husbands

fr om them, deba uch their sons and f orce them, le t not modest

women star t, to assume, in some degr ee, the same char acter

themsel ves. For I will v entur e to assert, tha t all the c auses of female

weakness, as well as depr avity, which I ha ve already enlar ged on,

branch out o f one gr and causeÑwant o f chasti ty in men.

This in temper ance, so prevalent, depr aves the appeti te to such

a degree, that a wanton stimulus is ne cessary to r ouse it; but the

parental design o f natur e is forgot ten, and the mer e person, and

that, f or a momen t, alone engr osses the thoug hts. So voluptuous,

indeed, often gr ows the lustful pr owler , that he r efines on f emale

softness.

To satisf y this g enius o f men, w omen ar e made systematic ally

voluptuous, and thoug h the y may not all c arr y their li ber tinism to

the same heig ht, yet this he artless in ter course wi th the se x, which

they allow themsel ves, depraves both sexes, because the taste o f

men is vi tia ted; and w omen, o f all classes, natur ally square their

behaviour to gr atif y the taste b y which the y obtain ple asure and

power. Women becoming, c onsequentl y weaker, in mind and bod y,

than the y ought to be, w ere one of the gr and ends of their being

taken in to the ac count, tha t o f bearing and nursing childr en, have

not suf f icien t str ength to dischar ge the f irst dut y of a mother; and

sacrif icing to lasciviousness the par ental af fection, tha t ennobles

instinc t, ei ther destr oy the embr yo in the w omb, or c ast i t o ff when

born. N atur e in every thing demands r espect, and those who viola te

her laws seldom viola te them wi th impuni ty. The weak enervated

women who par ticular ly catch the a t ten tion o f li ber tines, ar e unf it

to be mothers, thoug h the y may conceive; so that the rich

sensualist, who has riote d among w omen, spr eading depr avity and

miser y, when he wishes to perpe tuate his name, r eceives from his
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wif e only an half -f orme d being tha t inheri ts both i ts fatherÕs and

motherÕs weakness.

Contr asting the humani ty of the pr esent age wi th the barbarism

of antiqui ty, great str ess has been laid on the sa vage custom o f

exposing the childr en whom their par ents could not main tain;

whilst the man o f sensibili ty, who thus, per haps, complains, b y his

promiscuous amours pr oduces a most destruc tiv e barr enness and

contagious f lagitiousness o f manners. Surely natur e never in tende d

that w omen, by satisf ying an appe ti te, should frustr ate the v ery

purpose f or which i t w as implan ted?

I have before observed, tha t men oug ht to main tain the w omen

whom the y have seduced; this w ould be one me ans of r eforming

female manners, and stopping an abuse tha t has an equally fatal

effect on popula tion and mor als. Another , no less obvious, would be

to turn the a t ten tion o f woman to the r eal vir tue o f chasti ty; for

to li t tle r espect has tha t w oman a claim, on the sc ore of modest y,

thoug h her r eputa tion ma y be whi te as the driv en snow, who smiles

on the li ber tine whilst she spurns the vic tims o f his lawless

appeti tes and their o wn f oll y.

Besides, she has a taint o f the same f oll y, pur e as she esteems

herself, when she studiousl y adorns her person onl y to be seen by

men, to e xci te r espectful sig hs, and all the idle homag e of wha t is

called innoc ent gallan tr y. Did w omen r eally respect vir tue f or i ts

own sake, they would not se ek for a compensation in v anity, for

the self -denial which the y are oblig ed to pr actise to pr eserve their

reputa tion, nor w ould the y associate wi th men who se t r eputa tion

at def iance.

The t wo sexes mutuall y corrupt and impr ove each other . This I

believe to be an indisputable truth, e xtending i t to e very vir tue.

Chasti ty, modest y, public spiri t, and all the noble tr ain of vir tues, on

which social vir tue and happiness ar e built, should be understood

and cultiv ated by all mankind, or the y will be cultiv ated to li t tle

effect. And, inste ad of furnishing the vicious or idle wi th a pr etext

for viola ting some sacr ed dut y, by terming i t a sexual one, i t w ould

be wiser to sho w, that natur e has not made an y dif ference, for
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that the unchaste man doubl y defeats the purpose o f natur e by

rendering w omen barr en, and destr oying his o wn c onsti tution,

thoug h he avoids the shame tha t pursues the crime in the other

sex. These are the ph ysical consequences, the mor al are still mor e

alarming; f or vir tue is onl y a nominal distinc tion when the duties

of ci tiz ens, husbands, wiv es, fathers, mothers, and dir ectors o f

families, be come mer ely the self ish ties o f convenienc e.

Why then do philosophers look f or public spiri t? Public spiri t

must be nur tur ed by priv ate vir tue, or i t will r esemble the fac ti tious

sentimen t which mak es women c areful to pr eserve their r eputa tion,

and men their honour . A sentimen t tha t o ften exists unsuppor ted

by vir tue, unsuppor ted by tha t sublime mor ality which mak es the

habi tual br each of one dut y a breach of the whole mor al law.
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Chapter 9: Of the Pernicious
Effects Which Arise From the
Unnatural Distinctions
Established in Society

>From the r espect paid to pr oper ty f low, as from a poisone d

fountain, most o f the e vils and vic es which r ender this w or ld such

a dreary scene to the c ontempla tiv e mind. For i t is in the most

polishe d society tha t noisome r eptiles and v enomous serpen ts lur k

under the r ank herbag e; and ther e is voluptuousness pamper ed by

the still sultr y air , which r elaxes every good disposi tion bef ore it

ripens in to vir tue.

One class pr esses on another; f or all ar e aiming to pr ocur e

respect on ac count o f their pr oper ty: and pr oper ty, once gained, will

procur e the r espect due onl y to talen ts and vir tue. M en neglect the

duties incumben t on man, y et ar e tr eated lik e demi-g ods; relig ion is

also separated fr om mor ality by a ceremonial v eil, yet men w onder

that the w or ld is almost, li ter ally speaking, a den o f sharpers or

oppr essors.

Ther e is a homely pr overb, which spe aks a shrewd truth, tha t

whoever the de vil f inds idle he will emplo y. And what but habi tual

idleness can heredi tar y wealth and ti tles pr oduce? For man is so

consti tute d tha t he c an onl y at tain a pr oper use o f his faculties

by exercising them, and will not e xercise them unless ne cessity, of

some kind, f irst se t the whe els in motion. V ir tue lik ewise can onl y

be acquir ed by the dischar ge of r elativ e duties; but the impor tanc e

of these sacr ed duties will sc arcely be felt b y the being who is

cajoled out o f his humani ty by the f lat ter y of sycophants. Ther e

must be mor e equali ty establishe d in socie ty, or mor ality will ne ver

gain gr ound, and this vir tuous e quali ty will not r est f irml y even

Chapter 9: Of the P ernicious Ef fects
Which Arise F rom the Unna tur al



when f ounde d on a r ock, if one half o f mankind ar e chained to i ts

bot tom b y fate, for the y will be c ontinuall y undermining i t thr ough

ignor ance or pride. I t is vain to e xpect vir tue fr om w omen till the y

are, in some degr ee, independen t o f men; na y, it is vain to e xpect

that str ength o f natur al affection, which w ould mak e them g ood

wives and good mothers. W hilst the y are absolutel y dependen t on

their husbands, the y will be cunning, me an, and self ish, and the

men who c an be gratif ied by the fa wning f ondness, of spaniel-lik e

affection, ha ve not much delic acy, for lo ve is not to be boug ht,

in any sense of the w ord, i ts silk en wings ar e instan tl y shriv elled

up when an y thing beside a r eturn in kind is soug ht. Yet whilst

wealth ener vates men; and w omen liv e, as it w ere, by their personal

charms, ho w, can we expect them to dischar ge those ennobling

duties which e qually requir e exertion and self -denial. H eredi tar y

proper ty sophistic ates the mind, and the unf or tuna te vic tims to i t,

if I ma y so expr ess myself, swathed fr om their bir th, seldom e xert

the loc omotiv e facult y of bod y or mind; and, thus vie wing e very

thing thr ough one me dium, and tha t a false one, the y are unable

to disc ern in wha t true meri t and happiness c onsist. False, indeed,

must be the lig ht when the dr apery of si tuation hides the man,

and makes him stalk in masquer ade, dragging fr om one sc ene of

dissipation to another the ner veless limbs tha t hang wi th stupid

listlessness, and r olling r ound the v acant eye which plainl y tells us

that ther e is no mind a t home.

I mean, ther efore, to inf er, that the socie ty is not pr oper ly

organized which does not c ompel men and w omen to dischar ge

their r espectiv e duties, b y making i t the onl y way to ac quir e that

countenanc e from their f ellow cr eatur es, which e very human being

wishes some w ay to at tain. The r espect, consequentl y, which is paid

to w ealth and mer e personal charms, is a true nor th-e ast blast,

that blig hts the tender blossoms o f affection and vir tue. Natur e has

wisel y at tached affections to duties, to sw eeten toil, and to g ive that

vigour to the e xertions o f r eason which onl y the he art can give. But,

the af fection which is put on mer ely because it is the appr opria ted

insignia o f a certain char acter , when i ts duties ar e not fulf ille d is one
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of the empt y complimen ts which vic e and foll y are oblig ed to pa y to

vir tue and the r eal natur e of things.

To illustr ate m y opinion, I ne ed onl y observe, that when a w oman

is admir ed for her be aut y, and suffers herself to be so far in toxicated

by the admir ation she r eceives, as to neglect to dischar ge the

indispensable dut y of a mother , she sins against herself b y

neglecting to cultiv ate an af fection tha t w ould e qually tend to mak e

her useful and happ y. True happiness, I me an all the c onten tmen t,

and vir tuous satisfac tion tha t c an be snatche d in this imperf ect

state, must arise fr om w ell r egulated affections; and an af fection

includes a dut y. Men are not aware of the miser y the y cause, and

the vicious w eakness they cherish, b y onl y inci ting w omen to r ender

themsel ves pleasing; the y do not c onsider , that the y thus mak e

natur al and ar tif icial duties clash, b y sacrif icing the c omf or t and

respectabili ty of a womanÕs life to voluptuous notions o f beaut y,

when in na tur e they all harmoniz e.

Cold w ould be the he art o f a husband, w ere he not r ender ed

unnatur al by early debaucher y, who did not f eel mor e delig ht at

seeing his child suckle d by i ts mother , than the most ar tful w anton

tricks c ould e ver r aise; yet this na tur al way of cementing the

matrimonial tie, and t wisting este em wi th f onder r ecollections,

wealth le ads women to spurn. T o pr eserve their be aut y, and wear

the f lowery cr own o f the da y, that g ives them a kind o f rig ht to r eign

for a shor t time o ver the se x, they neglect to stamp impr essions

on their husbandsÕ hearts, tha t w ould be r emember ed wi th mor e

tenderness when the sno w on the he ad began to chill the bosom,

than e ven their vir gin charms. The ma ternal solici tude o f a

reasonable affectiona te w oman is very in ter esting, and the

chastened digni ty wi th which a mother r eturns the c aresses that

she and her child r eceive fr om a father who has be en fulf illing the

serious duties o f his sta tion, is not onl y a respectable, but a be autiful

sight. So singular , indeed, are my feelings, and I ha ve endeavour ed

not to c atch fac ti tious ones, tha t af ter ha ving been fatigue d wi th

the sig ht o f insipid gr andeur and the sla vish ceremonies tha t wi th

cumber ous pomp supplie d the plac e of domestic af fections, I ha ve
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turne d to some other sc ene to r elieve my eye, by resting i t on

the r efr eshing gr een every wher e scat ter ed by natur e. I have then

viewed wi th ple asure a woman nursing her childr en, and

dischar ging the duties o f her sta tion wi th, per haps, merely a servant

made to tak e off her hands the ser vile par t o f the household

business. I have seen her pr epare herself and childr en, wi th onl y the

luxur y of cleanliness, to r eceive her husband, who r eturning w eary

home in the e vening, f ound smiling babes and a cle an hearth. M y

heart has loi ter ed in the midst o f the gr oup, and has even thr obbed

wi th sympa the tic emotion, when the scr aping o f the w ell kno wn

foot has r aised a pleasing tumult.

Whilst m y benevolenc e has been gratif ied by contempla ting this

artless pic tur e, I have thoug ht tha t a couple o f this description,

equally necessary and independen t o f each other , because each

fulf ille d the r espectiv e duties o f their sta tion, possessed all tha t lif e

could g ive. Raised suf f icien tl y above abject po verty not to be oblig ed

to w eigh the c onsequence of every far thing the y spend, and having

suff icien t to pr event their a t tending to a frig id system o f econom y

which narr ows both he art and mind. I de clare, so vulgar ar e my

conceptions, tha t I kno w not wha t is w anted to r ender this the

happiest as w ell as the most r espectable si tuation in the w or ld, but

a taste f or li ter atur e, to thr ow a li t tle v ariety and in ter est in to social

converse, and some superf luous mone y to g ive to the ne edy, and

to bu y books. For i t is not ple asant when the he art is opene d by

compassion, and the he ad activ e in arr anging plans o f usefulness, to

have a prim ur chin c ontinuall y t wi tching back the el bow to pr event

the hand fr om dr awing out an almost empt y purse, whispering a t

the same time some pruden tial maxim about the priori ty of justic e.

Destruc tiv e, however, as riches and inheri ted honours ar e to the

human char acter , women ar e mor e debased and cr amped, if

possible by them, than men, be cause men may still, in some degr ee,

unf old their faculties b y becoming soldiers and sta tesmen.

As soldiers, I gr ant, the y can now onl y gather , for the most par t,

vainglorious la urels, whilst the y adjust to a hair the E uropean

balance, taking espe cial care that no ble ak nor thern nook or sound
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incline the be am. But the da ys of true her oism ar e over, when a

ci tiz en fought f or his c ountr y lik e a Fabricius or a W ashington,

and then r eturne d to his farm to le t his vir tuous f ervour run in a

mor e placid, but not a less salutar y str eam. No, our Bri tish her oes

are oftener sen t fr om the gaming table than fr om the ploug h; and

their passions ha ve been rather inf lamed by hanging wi th dumb

suspense on the turn o f a die, than sublima ted by panting af ter the

adventur ous march of vir tue in the historic pag e.

The statesman, i t is true, mig ht wi th mor e proprie ty qui t the

Faro Bank, or c ard-table, to guide the helm, f or he has still but to

shuf f le and trick. The whole system o f Bri tish poli tics, if system i t

may cour teously be called, consisting in multipl ying dependen ts and

contriving tax es which grind the poor to pamper the rich; thus a

war, or any wild g oose chace is, as the vulgar use the phr ase, a lucky

turn-up o f patr onage for the minister , whose chief meri t is the ar t

of keeping himself in plac e.

It is not ne cessary then tha t he should ha ve bowels for the poor ,

so he can secur e for his famil y the odd trick. Or should some sho w

of r espect, f or wha t is terme d wi th ignor ant osten tation an

Englishman Õs bir th-rig ht, be expedien t to bubble the gruf f mastif f

that he has to le ad by the nose, he c an make an empt y show, very

safely, by giving his sing le voice, and suffering his lig ht squadr on

to f ile o ff to the other side. And when a question o f humani ty

is agitated, he may dip a sop in the milk o f human kindness, to

silence Cerberus, and talk o f the in ter est which his he art tak es in an

at tempt to mak e the earth no long er cr y for vengeance as it sucks in

its childr enÕs blood, thoug h his cold hand ma y at the v ery momen t

riv et their chains, b y sanctioning the abominable tr aff ick. A minister

is no long er a minister than while he c an carr y a poin t, which he is

determine d to c arr y. Yet i t is not ne cessary tha t a minister should

feel lik e a man, when a bold push mig ht shake his seat.

But, to ha ve done wi th these episodic al observations, le t me

return to the mor e specious slavery which chains the v ery soul o f

woman, keeping her f or ever under the bondag e of ignor ance.

The pr eposter ous distinc tions o f r ank, which r ender civiliza tion
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a curse, by dividing the w or ld between voluptuous t yrants, and

cunning en vious dependen ts, corrupt, almost e qually, every class of

people, because respectabili ty is not a t tached to the dischar ge of

the r elativ e duties o f lif e, but to the sta tion, and when the duties ar e

not fulf ille d, the af fections c annot gain suf f icien t str ength to f or tif y

the vir tue o f which the y are the na tur al reward. Still ther e are some

loop-holes out o f which a man ma y cr eep, and dar e to think and ac t

for himself; but f or a w oman i t is an her culean task, because she has

dif f iculties pe culiar to her se x to o vercome, which r equir e almost

super -human po wers.

A trul y benevolent leg islator al ways endeavours to mak e it the

inter est of each individual to be vir tuous; and thus priv ate vir tue

becoming the c ement o f public happiness, an or der ly whole is

consolida ted by the tendenc y of all the par ts to wards a common

centr e. But, the priv ate or public vir tue o f women is v ery

problematic al; for Rousseau, and a numer ous list o f male wri ters,

insist tha t she should all her lif e, be subjected to a severe restr aint,

that o f pr oprie ty. Why subject her to pr oprie tyÑblind pr oprie ty, if

she be capable of acting fr om a nobler spring, if she be an heir o f

immor tali ty? Is sugar always to be pr oduced by vi tal blood? I s one

half o f the human spe cies, lik e the poor Afric an slaves, to be subject

to pr ejudic es that brutaliz e them, when principles w ould be a sur er

guard onl y to sw eeten the cup o f man? Is not this indir ectl y to den y

women r eason? for a gif t is a mock ery, if i t be unf it f or use.

Women ar e in common wi th men, r ender ed weak and luxurious

by the r elaxing ple asures which w ealth pr ocur es; but added to this,

they are made slaves to their persons, and must r ender them

alluring, tha t man ma y lend them his r eason to guide their tot tering

steps arig ht. Or should the y be ambi tious, the y must g overn their

tyrants by sinister tricks, f or wi thout rig hts ther e cannot be an y

incumben t duties. The la ws respecting w oman, which I me an to

discuss in a futur e part, make an absurd uni t o f a man and his

wif e; and then, b y the e asy tr ansition o f onl y considering him as

responsible, she is reduced to a mer e cypher .

The being who dischar ges the duties o f i ts station, is independen t;
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and, speaking o f women at lar ge, their f irst dut y is to themsel ves as

rational cr eatur es, and the ne xt, in poin t o f impor tanc e, as citiz ens,

is tha t, which includes so man y, of a mother . The rank in lif e which

dispenses wi th their fulf illing this dut y, necessarily degr ades them

by making them mer e dolls. Or , should the y turn to some thing

mor e impor tant than mer ely f it ting dr apery upon a smooth block,

their minds ar e only occupie d by some soft pla tonic a t tachmen t;

or, the actual manag ement o f an in trigue ma y keep their thoug hts

in motion; f or when the y neglect domestic duties, the y have it

not in their po wer to tak e the f ield and mar ch and c ounter -mar ch

like soldiers, or wr angle in the sena te to k eep their faculties fr om

rusting.

I kno w, that as a proof of the inf eriori ty of the se x, Rousseau

has exulting ly exclaime d, How can the y leave the nurser y for the

camp! And the c amp has by some mor alists been terme d the school

of the most her oic vir tues; thoug h, I think, i t w ould puz zle a keen

casuist to pr ove the r easonableness of the gr eater number o f wars,

that have dubbed her oes. I do not me an to c onsider this question

cri tic ally; because, having fr equentl y viewed these fr eaks of

ambi tion as the f irst na tur al mode o f civiliza tion, when the gr ound

must be torn up, and the w oods cleared by f ir e and sword, I do not

choose to c all them pests; but sur ely the pr esent system o f war, has

li t tle c onnection wi th vir tue o f any denomina tion, being r ather the

school o f FINESSE and effeminac y, than o f for ti tude.

Yet, if def ensive war, the onl y justif iable w ar, in the pr esent

advanced state o f socie ty, wher e vir tue c an show i ts face and ripen

amidst the rig ours which purif y the air on the moun tain Õs top, w ere

alone to be adopte d as just and g lorious, the true her oism o f

antiqui ty mig ht again anima te f emale bosoms. But fair and so ftl y,

gentle r eader, male or f emale, do not alarm th yself, for thoug h I

have contr asted the char acter o f a modern soldier wi th tha t o f

a civiliz ed woman, I am not g oing to ad vise them to turn their

distaf f in to a musk et, thoug h I sinc erely wish to se e the bayonet

converted in to a pruning hook. I onl y recreated an imag ination,

fatigue d by contempla ting the vic es and follies which all pr oceed
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fr om a feculen t str eam of wealth tha t has muddie d the pur e rills o f

natur al affection, b y supposing tha t socie ty will some time or other

be so consti tute d, tha t man must ne cessarily fulf il the duties o f a

ci tiz en, or be despise d, and tha t while he w as employed in an y of the

depar tmen ts of civil lif e, his wif e, also an activ e citiz en, should be

equally in ten t to manag e her famil y, educate her childr en, and assist

her neig hbours.

But, to r ender her r eally vir tuous and useful, she must not, if she

dischar ge her civil duties, w ant, individuall y, the pr otection o f civil

laws; she must not be dependen t on her husbandÕs bounty for her

subsistenc e during his lif e, or suppor t af ter his de athÑ for ho w can

a being be generous who has nothing o f i ts own? or, vir tuous, who

is not fr ee? The wif e, in the pr esent sta te o f things, who is fai thful

to her husband, and nei ther suckles nor e ducates her childr en,

scarcely deserves the name o f a wif e, and has no rig ht to tha t o f a

ci tiz en. But tak e away natur al rig hts, and ther e is of course an end

of duties.

Women thus infalli bly become onl y the w anton solac e of men,

when the y are so weak in mind and bod y, that the y cannot e xert

themsel ves, unless to pursue some fr oth y pleasure, or to in vent

some friv olous fashion. W hat can be a mor e melanchol y sight to a

thinking mind, than to look in to the numer ous carriag es that driv e

helter -sk elter about this me tr opolis in a morning, full o f pale-fac ed

creatur es who ar e f lying fr om themsel ves. I have often wishe d, wi th

Dr. Johnson, to plac e some of them in a li t tle shop, wi th half a doz en

childr en looking up to their languid c ountenanc es for suppor t. I am

much mistak en, if some la ten t vig our w ould not soon g ive health

and spiri t to their e yes, and some lines dr awn b y the e xercise of

reason on the blank che eks, which bef ore were only undula ted by

dimples, mig ht r estor e lost digni ty to the char acter , or r ather enable

it to a t tain the true digni ty of i ts natur e. Vir tue is not to be ac quir ed

even by speculation, much less b y the nega tiv e supineness tha t

wealth na tur ally generates.

Besides, when po verty is mor e disgr aceful than e ven vice, is not

mor ality cut to the quick? S till to a void misc onstruc tion, thoug h I
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consider tha t w omen in the c ommon w alks of lif e are called to fulf il

the duties o f wiv es and mothers, b y relig ion and r eason, I cannot

help lamen ting tha t w omen o f a superiour c ast have not a r oad open

by which the y can pursue mor e extensiv e plans of usefulness and

independenc e. I may exci te laughter , by dr opping an hin t, which I

mean to pursue, some futur e time, f or I r eally think tha t w omen

ought to ha ve representativ es, instead of being arbi tr aril y governed

wi thout ha ving any dir ect shar e allowed them in the deli berations o f

governmen t.

But, as the whole system o f r epresentation is no w, in this c ountr y,

only a convenien t handle f or despotism, the y need not c omplain, f or

they are as well r epresented as a numer ous class of har d working

mechanics, who pa y for the suppor t o f r oyali ty when the y can

scarcely stop their childr enÕs mouths wi th br ead. How are they

represented, whose very sweat suppor ts the splendid stud o f an

heir appar ent, or v arnishes the chariot o f some f emale favouri te

who looks do wn on shame ? Taxes on the v ery necessaries of lif e,

enable an endless tri be of idle princ es and princ esses to pass with

stupid pomp bef ore a gaping cr owd, who almost w orship the v ery

parade which c osts them so de ar. This is mer e gothic gr andeur ,

something lik e the barbar ous, useless parade of having sentinels on

horseback a t W hi tehall, which I c ould ne ver view wi thout a mixtur e

of contempt and indigna tion.

How str angely must the mind be sophistic ated when this sor t o f

state impr esses it! But till these monumen ts of foll y are levelled

by vir tue, similar f ollies will le aven the whole mass. F or the same

character , in some degr ee, will pr evail in the aggr egate of socie ty:

and the r efinemen ts of luxur y, or the vicious r epinings o f envious

poverty, will e qually banish vir tue fr om socie ty, consider ed as the

characteristic o f tha t socie ty, or onl y allow i t to appe ar as one of the

stripes o f the har lequin c oat, worn b y the civiliz ed man.

In the superiour r anks of lif e, every dut y is done b y deputies,

as if duties c ould e ver be w aved, and the v ain ple asures which

consequent idleness f orces the rich to pursue, appe ar so enticing

to the ne xt r ank, tha t the numer ous scramblers f or w ealth sacrif ice
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every thing to tr ead on their he els. The most sacr ed trusts ar e then

consider ed as sinecur es, because they were procur ed by in ter est,

and onl y sought to enable a man to k eep GOOD COMPANY. Women,

in par ticular , all want to be ladies. W hich is simpl y to ha ve nothing

to do, but listlessl y to g o the y scarcely care wher e, for the y cannot

tell wha t.

But wha t have women to do in socie ty? I may be asked, but to

loi ter wi th easy grace; surely you would not c ondemn them all to

suckle f ools, and chr onicle small be er! No. Women mig ht certainl y

stud y the ar t o f healing, and be ph ysicians as well as nurses. And

mid wif ery, decency seems to allot to them, thoug h I am afr aid the

word mid wif e, in our dic tionaries, will soon g ive place to

accoucheur , and one pr oof of the f ormer delic acy of the se x be

effaced fr om the languag e.

They mig ht, also stud y poli tics, and se t tle their bene volenc e on

the br oadest basis; for the r eading o f histor y will sc arcely be mor e

useful than the perusal o f r omances, if r ead as mere biogr aphy; if the

character o f the times, the poli tic al impr ovements, ar ts, etc. be not

observed. In shor t, if i t be not c onsider ed as the histor y of man; and

not o f par ticular men, who f ille d a niche in the temple o f fame, and

dropped in to the black r olling str eam of time, tha t silen tl y sweeps

all before it, in to the shapeless v oid c alled eterni ty. For shape c an it

be called, Òthat shape hath none ?Ó

Business of various kinds, the y mig ht lik ewise pursue, if the y were

educated in a mor e order ly manner , which mig ht save many fr om

common and legal pr osti tution. W omen w ould not then marr y for

a suppor t, as men accept o f places under g overnmen t, and neg lect

the implie d duties; nor w ould an a t tempt to e arn their o wn

subsistenc e, a most laudable one! sink them almost to the le vel of

those poor abandone d cr eatur es who liv e by pr osti tution. F or ar e

not milliners and man tuamak ers r eckoned the ne xt class? The few

emplo yments open to w omen, so far fr om being li beral, are menial;

and when a superior e ducation enables them to tak e charge of the

education o f childr en as governesses, they are not tr eated lik e the

tutors o f sons, thoug h even cleric al tutors ar e not al ways tr eated
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in a manner c alculated to r ender them r espectable in the e yes of

their pupils, to sa y nothing o f the priv ate comf or t o f the individual.

But as w omen educated lik e gentle women, ar e never designe d for

the humilia ting si tuation which ne cessity sometimes f orces them

to f ill; these si tuations ar e consider ed in the lig ht o f a degradation;

and the y know li t tle o f the human he art, who ne ed to be told, tha t

nothing so painfull y sharpens the sensi bili ty as such a fall in lif e.

Some of these w omen mig ht be r estr ained fr om marr ying b y a

proper spiri t or delic acy, and others ma y not ha ve had i t in their

power to esc ape in this pi tiful w ay fr om ser vitude; is not tha t

governmen t then v ery defectiv e, and very unmindful o f the

happiness o f one half o f i ts members, tha t does not pr ovide f or

honest, independen t w omen, by encour aging them to f ill

respectable sta tions? But in or der to r ender their priv ate vir tue a

public benef it, the y must ha ve a civil existenc e in the sta te, marrie d

or sing le; else we shall continuall y see some wor th y woman, whose

sensibili ty has been render ed painfull y acute b y undeser ved

contempt, dr oop lik e Òthe lily broken down by a ploug h share.Ó

It is a melanchol y truth; y et such is the blesse d effects of

civiliza tion! the most r espectable w omen ar e the most oppr essed;

and, unless the y have understandings far superiour to the c ommon

run o f understandings, taking in both se xes, they must, fr om being

tr eated lik e contempti ble beings, become contempti ble. How man y

women thus w aste lif e away, the pr ey of disc onten t, who mig ht

have practised as physicians, r egulated a farm, manag ed a shop, and

stood er ect, suppor ted by their o wn industr y, inste ad of hang ing

their he ads surcharged wi th the de w of sensibili ty, that consumes

the be aut y to which i t at f irst ga ve lustr e; nay, I doubt whe ther pi ty

and love are so near a-kin as poe ts feign, for I ha ve seldom seen

much c ompassion exci ted by the helplessness o f females, unless

they were fair; then, per haps, pi ty was the soft handmaid o f love, or

the harbing er of lust.

How much mor e respectable is the w oman who e arns her o wn

bread by fulf illing an y dut y, than the most ac complishe d beaut y!

beaut y did I sa y? so sensible am I o f the be aut y of mor al loveliness,
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or the harmonious pr oprie ty tha t at tunes the passions o f a well-

regulated mind, tha t I blush a t making the c omparison; y et I sig h

to think ho w few w omen aim a t at taining this r espectabili ty, by

wi thdr awing fr om the g iddy whir l of pleasure, or the indolen t calm

that stupif ies the good sor t o f women i t sucks in.

Proud o f their w eakness, however, they must al ways be protected,

guarded fr om care, and all the r ough toils tha t dignif y the mind. I f

this be the f iat o f fate, if the y will mak e themsel ves insignif icant and

contempti ble, sweetl y to w aste Òlife away,Ó let them not e xpect to

be valued when their be aut y fades, for i t is the fa te o f the fair est

f lowers to be admir ed and pulle d to pie ces by the c areless hand

that pluck ed them. I n how man y ways do I wish, fr om the pur est

benevolenc e, to impr ess this truth on m y sex; yet I f ear tha t the y

will not listen to a truth, tha t dear-boug ht experienc e has brought

home to man y an agitated bosom, nor willing ly resign the privileg es

of r ank and sex for the privileg es of humani ty, to which those ha ve

no claim who do not dischar ge its duties.

Those wri ters ar e particular ly useful, in m y opinion, who mak e

man feel for man, independen t o f the sta tion he f ills, or the dr apery

of facti tious sen timen ts. I then w ould fain c onvinc e reasonable men

of the impor tanc e of some of my remarks and pr evail on them to

weigh dispassiona tel y the whole tenor o f my observations. I appe al

to their understandings; and, as a f ellow-cr eatur e claim, in the name

of my sex, some in ter est in their he arts. I en tr eat them to assist to

emancipa te their c ompanion to mak e her a help me et f or them!

Would men but g enerously snap our chains, and be c onten t wi th

rational f ellowship, inste ad of slavish obedienc e, they would f ind us

mor e observant daughters, mor e affectiona te sisters, mor e faithful

wives, more reasonable mothersÑin a w ord, bet ter ci tiz ens. We

should then lo ve them wi th true af fection, be cause we should le arn

to r espect oursel ves; and the pe ace of mind o f a wor th y man w ould

not be in terrupte d by the idle v anity of his wif e, nor his babes sen t

to nestle in a str ange bosom, having ne ver f ound a home in their

motherÕs.
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Chapter 10: Parental
Affection

Parental af fection is, per haps, the blindest modif ication o f per verse

self-lo ve; for w e have not, lik e the French t wo terms (L Õamour

propr e, LÕamour de soi meme ) to distinguish the pursui t o f a natur al

and r easonable desir e, from the ignor ant calculations o f weakness.

Parents often lo ve their childr en in the most brutal manner , and

sacrif ice every relativ e dut y to pr omote their ad vancement in the

wor ld. To pr omote, such is the per versi ty of unprinciple d

prejudic es, the futur e welfar e of the v ery beings whose pr esent

existenc e they imbi t ter b y the most despotic str etch o f power.

Power, in fac t, is ever true to i ts vi tal principle, f or in e very shape

it w ould r eign wi thout c ontr oul or inquir y. Its thr one is built acr oss

a dark abyss, which no e ye must dar e to explor e, lest the baseless

fabric should tot ter under in vestigation. Obe dienc e, uncondi tional

obedienc e, is the c atch-w ord of t yrants of every description, and

to r ender Òassurance doubl y sure,Ó one kind of despotism suppor ts

another . Tyrants would ha ve cause to tr emble if r eason were to

become the rule o f dut y in an y of the r elations o f lif e, for the lig ht

mig ht spr ead till perf ect day appeared. And when i t did appe ar, how

would men smile a t the sig ht o f the bug bears at which the y star ted

during the nig ht o f ignor ance, or the t wilig ht o f timid inquir y.

Parental af fection, inde ed, in man y minds, is but a pr etext to

tyrannize wher e it can be done wi th impuni ty, for onl y good and

wise men ar e conten t wi th the r espect tha t will be ar discussion.

Convinc ed tha t the y have a right to wha t the y insist on, the y do not

fear r eason, or dr ead the sif ting o f subjects tha t r ecur to na tur al

justic e: because they f irml y believe, that the mor e enlig htened the

human mind be comes, the de eper r oot will just and simple

principles tak e. They do not r est in e xpedien ts, or gr ant tha t wha t is

metaph ysically true c an be pr actic ally false; but disdaining the shif ts
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of the momen t the y calmly wait till time, sanc tioning inno vation,

silences the hiss of self ishness or en vy.

If the po wer of r ef lecting on the past, and dar ting the k een eye of

contempla tion in to futuri ty, be the gr and privileg e of man, i t must

be granted tha t some pe ople en joy this pr erogativ e in a very limi ted

degree. Every thing no w appears to them wr ong; and not able to

distinguish the possi ble fr om the monstr ous, the y fear wher e no

fear should f ind a plac e, running fr om the lig ht o f r eason as if i t w ere

a fir ebrand; yet the limi ts of the possi ble have never been def ined to

stop the stur dy inno vatorÕs hand.

Woman, however, a slave in every situation to pr ejudic e seldom

exerts enlig htened maternal af fection; f or she ei ther neg lects her

childr en, or spoils them b y impr oper indulg ence. Besides, the

affection o f some w omen f or their childr en is, as I have before

terme d i t, fr equentl y very brutish; f or i t er adicates every spark of

humani ty. Justice, truth, e very thing is sacrif iced by these Rebekahs,

and for the sak e of their o wn childr en the y viola te the most sacr ed

duties, f orget ting the c ommon r elationship tha t binds the whole

famil y on earth tog ether . Yet, r eason seems to say, that the y who

suffer one dut y, or af fection to sw allow up the r est, have not

suff icien t heart or mind to fulf il tha t one c onscien tiousl y. It then

loses the venerable aspect o f a dut y, and assumes the fan tastic f orm

of a whim.

As the care of childr en in their infanc y is one o f the gr and duties

annexed to the f emale char acter b y natur e, this dut y would af ford

many forcible arguments for str engthening the f emale

understanding, if i t w ere proper ly consider ed.

The forma tion o f the mind must be begun v ery early, and the

temper , in par ticular , requir es the most judicious a t ten tionÑan

at ten tion which w omen c annot pa y who onl y love their childr en

because they are their childr en, and seek no fur ther f or the

foundation o f their dut y, than in the f eelings o f the momen t. I t is this

want o f r eason in their af fections which mak es women so o ften run

into extr emes, and either be the most f ond, or most c areless and

unnatur al mothers.
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To be a good mother Ña w oman must ha ve sense, and that

independenc e of mind which f ew w omen possess who ar e taught

to depend en tir ely on their husbands. M eek wiv es are, in general,

foolish mothers; w anting their childr en to lo ve them best, and tak e

their par t, in secret, against the fa ther , who is held up as a

scarecrow. If the y are to be punishe d, thoug h the y have offended

the mother , the fa ther must inf lic t the punishmen t; he must be the

judge in all disputes: but I shall mor e full y discuss this subje ct when I

tr eat o f priv ate education, I no w onl y mean to insist, tha t unless the

understanding o f woman be enlar ged, and her char acter r ender ed

mor e firm, b y being allo wed to g overn her o wn c onduc t, she will

never have suff icien t sense or c ommand o f temper to manag e her

childr en pr oper ly. Her par ental af fection, inde ed, scarcely deserves

the name, when i t does not le ad her to suckle her childr en, because

the dischar ge of this dut y is equally calculated to inspir e maternal

and f ilial af fection; and i t is the indispensable dut y of men and

women to fulf il the duties which g ive bir th to af fections tha t ar e the

surest pr eservativ es against vice. Natur al affection, as i t is terme d,

I belie ve to be a very weak tie, af fections must gr ow out o f the

habi tual e xercise of a mutual sympa th y; and wha t sympa th y does a

mother e xercise who sends her babe to a nurse, and onl y takes it

fr om a nurse to send i t to a school?

In the e xercise of their na tur al feelings, pr ovidenc e has furnishe d

women wi th a natur al substi tute f or lo ve, when the lo ver becomes

only a friend and mutual c onf idenc e takes place of overstr ained

admir ationÑa child then g entl y t wists the r elaxing c ord, and a

mutual c are produces a new mutual sympa th y. But a child, thoug h

a pledge of affection, will not enliv en i t, if both fa ther and mother

are conten t to tr ansfer the char ge to hir elings; f or the y who do

their dut y by pr oxy should not murmur if the y miss the r eward of

dut yÑpar ental af fection pr oduces filial dut y.
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Chapter 11: Duty to Parents

Ther e seems to be an indolen t pr opensi ty in man to mak e

prescription al ways take place of r eason, and to plac e every dut y on

an arbi tr ary foundation. The rig hts of kings ar e deduced in a dir ect

line fr om the King o f kings; and tha t o f par ents fr om our f irst par ent.

Why do w e thus go back f or principles tha t should al ways rest on

the same base, and have the same w eight to-da y tha t the y had a

thousand y ears agoÑand not a jot mor e? If par ents dischar ge their

dut y the y have a strong hold and sacr ed claim on the gr ati tude o f

their childr en; but f ew par ents are willing to r eceive the r espectful

affection o f their o ffspring on such terms. The y demand blind

obedienc e, because they do not meri t a r easonable service: and to

render these demands o f weakness and ignor ance mor e binding, a

mysterious sanc ti ty is spr ead round the most arbi tr ary principle; f or

what other name c an be given to the blind dut y of obeying vicious or

weak beings, mer ely because they obeyed a powerful instinc t? The

simple def ini tion o f the r ecipr ocal dut y, which na tur ally subsists

between parent and child, ma y be given in a f ew w ords: The parent

who pa ys proper at ten tion to helpless infanc y has a right to r equir e

the same at ten tion when the f eebleness of age comes upon him. B ut

to subjuga te a r ational being to the mer e will o f another , after he

is of age to answ er to socie ty for his o wn c onduc t, is a most cruel

and undue str etch o f power; and per haps as injurious to mor ality, as

those r elig ious systems which do not allo w rig ht and wr ong to ha ve

any existenc e, but in the Divine will.

I never kne w a parent who had paid mor e than c ommon a t ten tion

to his childr en, disr egarded (Dr. Johnson mak es the same

observation.); on the c ontr ary, the early habi t o f r elying almost

implici tl y on the opinion o f a respected parent is not e asily shaken,

even when ma tur ed reason convinc es the child tha t his fa ther is not

the wisest man in the w or ld. This w eakness, for a w eakness it is,

thoug h the epi the t AMIABLE may be tack ed to i t, a reasonable man
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must ste el himself against; f or the absur d dut y, too o ften inculc ated,

of obeying a par ent onl y on account o f his being a par ent, shackles

the mind, and pr epares it f or a slavish submission to an y power but

reason.

I distinguish be tween the na tur al and acciden tal dut y due to

parents.

The par ent who se dulousl y endeavours to f orm the he art and

enlar ge the understanding o f his child, has g iven tha t digni ty to

the dischar ge of a dut y, common to the whole animal w or ld, tha t

only reason can give. This is the par ental af fection o f humani ty,

and leaves instinc tiv e natur al affection far behind. S uch a par ent

acquir es all the rig hts of the most sacr ed friendship, and his ad vice,

even when his child is ad vanced in lif e, demands serious

consider ation.

With r espect to marriag e, thoug h after one and t wenty a parent

seems to ha ve no rig ht to wi thhold his c onsent on an y account; yet

twenty years of solici tude c all for a r eturn, and the son oug ht, at

least, to pr omise not to marr y for t wo or thr ee years, should the

object o f his choic e not en tir ely meet wi th the appr obation o f his

f irst friend.

But, r espect f or par ents is, generally speaking, a much mor e

debasing principle; i t is onl y a selfish r espect f or pr oper ty. The

father who is blindl y obeyed, is obeyed fr om sheer w eakness, or

fr om motiv es that degr ade the human char acter .

A great pr opor tion o f the miser y tha t w anders, in hide ous forms

around the w or ld, is allo wed to rise fr om the neg ligence of par ents;

and still these ar e the pe ople who ar e most tenacious o f wha t the y

term a na tur al rig ht, thoug h i t be sub versive of the bir th rig ht

of man, the rig ht o f acting ac cording to the dir ection o f his o wn

reason.

I have already very fr equentl y had occasion to obser ve, that

vicious or indolen t people ar e always eager to pr of it by enforcing

arbi tr ary privileg es; and generally in the same pr opor tion as the y

neglect the dischar ge of the duties which alone r ender the

privileg es reasonable. This is at the bot tom, a dic tate o f common
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sense, or the instinc t o f self -def ence, peculiar to ignor ant w eakness;

resembling tha t instinc t, which mak es a fish mudd y the w ater i t

swims in to elude i ts enem y, inste ad of boldl y facing i t in the cle ar

str eam.

>From the cle ar str eam of argument, inde ed, the suppor ters o f

prescription, o f every denomina tion, f ly: and taking r efuge in the

darkness, which, in the languag e of sublime poe tr y, has been

supposed to surr ound the thr one of Omnipotenc e, they dare to

demand tha t implici t r espect which is onl y due to H is unsearchable

ways. But, le t me not be thoug ht pr esumptuous, the dar kness which

hides our God fr om us, onl y respects speculativ e truthsÑ i t ne ver

obscur es moral ones, the y shine cle arly, for God is lig ht, and ne ver,

by the c onsti tution o f our na tur e, requir es the dischar ge of a dut y,

the r easonableness of which does not be am on us when w e open

our eyes.

The indolen t par ent o f hig h rank may, it is true, e xtor t a show of

respect fr om his child, and f emales on the c ontinen t ar e particular ly

subject to the vie ws of their families, who ne ver think o f consulting

their inclina tion, or pr oviding f or the c omf or t o f the poor vic tims o f

their pride. The c onsequence is notorious; these dutiful da ughters

become adulter esses, and neglect the e ducation o f their childr en,

fr om whom the y, in their turn, e xact the same kind o f obedienc e.

Females, it is true, in all c ountries, ar e too much under the

dominion o f their par ents; and f ew par ents think o f addr essing their

childr en in the f ollo wing manner , thoug h i t is in this r easonable way

that H eaven seems to c ommand the whole human r ace. It is y our

inter est to obe y me till y ou can judge for y ourself; and the Almig hty

Father o f all has implan ted an affection in me to ser ve as a guard to

you whilst y our r eason is unf olding; but when y our mind arriv es at

maturi ty, you must onl y obey me, or r ather r espect m y opinions, so

far as the y coincide wi th the lig ht tha t is br eaking in on y our o wn

mind.

A slavish bondag e to par ents cr amps every facult y of the mind;

and Mr . Locke very judiciousl y obser ves, that Òif the mind be curbe d

and humble d too much in childr en; if their spiri ts be abased and
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broken much b y too stric t an hand o ver them; the y lose all their

vigour and industr y.Ó This strict hand ma y, in some degr ee, account

for the w eakness of women; f or g ir ls, fr om various c auses, are mor e

kept do wn b y their par ents, in every sense of the w ord, than bo ys.

The dut y expected fr om them is, lik e all the duties arbi tr aril y

imposed on w omen, mor e fr om a sense of pr oprie ty, mor e out

of r espect f or de corum, than r eason; and thus ta ught slavishly to

submi t to their par ents, the y are prepared for the sla very of

marriag e. I may be told tha t a number o f women ar e not slaves

in the marriag e state. True, but the y then be come t yrants; for i t

is not r ational fr eedom, but a la wless kind o f power, resembling

the authori ty exercised by the fa vouri tes of absolute monar chs,

which the y obtain b y debasing me ans. I do not, lik ewise, dr eam of

insinua ting tha t ei ther bo ys or g ir ls are always slaves, I only insist,

that when the y are oblig ed to submi t to a uthori ty blindl y, their

faculties ar e weakened, and their tempers r ender ed imperious or

abject. I also lamen t, tha t par ents, indolen tl y availing themsel ves

of a supposed privileg e, damp the f irst fain t g limmering o f r eason

rendering a t the same time the dut y, which the y are so anxious

to enf orce, an empt y name; because they will not le t i t r est on

the onl y basis on which a dut y can rest secur ely: for, unless i t be

founde d on kno wledge, it c annot gain suf f icien t str ength to r esist

the squalls o f passion, or the silen t sapping o f self -lo ve. But i t is

not the par ents who ha ve given the sur est pr oof of their af fection

for their childr en, (or, to speak mor e proper ly, who b y fulf illing

their dut y, have allowed a natur al parental af fection to tak e root in

their he arts, the child o f exercised sympath y and r eason, and not

the o ver-w eening o ffspring o f self ish pride,) who most v ehementl y

insist on their childr en submi t ting to their will, mer ely because it

is their will. On the c ontr ary, the par ent who se ts a good example,

patien tl y lets tha t example w ork; and i t seldom fails to pr oduce its

natur al effectÑ filial r espect.

Childr en cannot be ta ught too e arly to submi t to r eason, the true

def ini tion o f tha t ne cessity, which Rousseau insiste d on, wi thout

def ining i t; f or to submi t to r eason, is to submi t to the na tur e of
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things, and to tha t God who f orme d them so, to pr omote our r eal

inter est.

Why should the minds o f childr en be warped as they just beg in

to expand, onl y to fa vour the indolenc e of par ents, who insist on a

privileg e wi thout being willing to pa y the pric e fixed by natur e? I

have before had occasion to obser ve, that a rig ht always includes a

dut y, and I think i t may, likewise fair ly be inf err ed, tha t the y forf eit

the rig ht, who do not fulf il the dut y.

It is easier, I grant, to c ommand than r eason; but i t does not

follo w fr om henc e, that childr en cannot c ompr ehend the r eason

why the y are made to do c ertain things habi tuall y; for, from a steady

adherence to a f ew simple principles o f conduc t f lows tha t salutar y

power, which a judicious par ent gr adually gains over a childÕs mind.

And this po wer becomes str ong inde ed, if temper ed by an even

display of affection br ought home to the childÕs heart. For, I believe,

as a general rule, i t must be allo wed, tha t the af fection which w e

inspir e always resembles tha t w e cultiv ate; so tha t natur al

affections, which ha ve been supposed almost distinc t fr om r eason,

may be found mor e nearly connected wi th judgmen t than is

commonl y allowed. Nay, as another pr oof of the ne cessity of

cultiv ating the f emale understanding, i t is but just to obser ve, that

the af fections se em to ha ve a kind o f animal c apriciousness when

they mer ely reside in the he art.

It is the irr egular exercise of par ental authori ty tha t f irst in jures

the mind, and to these irr egulari ties g ir ls are mor e subject than

boys. The will o f those who ne ver allo w their will to be dispute d,

unless the y happen to be in a g ood humour , when the y relax

propor tionall y, is almost al ways unr easonable. To elude this

arbi tr ary authori ty, gir ls very early learn the lessons which the y

after wards practise on their husbands; f or I ha ve fr equentl y seen a

li t tle sharp-fac ed miss rule a whole famil y, excepting tha t no w and

then mamma Õs anger will burst out o f some acciden tal cloudÑ ei ther
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her hair w as ill-dr essed,1 or she had lost mor e money at cards, the

night bef ore, than she w as willing to o wn to her husband; or some

such mor al cause of anger.

After obser ving sallies o f this kind, I ha ve been led in to a

melanchol y tr ain of r ef lection r especting f emales, concluding tha t

when their f irst af fection must le ad them astr ay, or mak e their

duties clash till the y rest on mer e whims and customs, li t tle c an be

expected fr om them as the y advance in lif e. How, indeed, can an

instruc tor r emedy this e vil? for to te ach them vir tue on an y solid

principle is to te ach them to despise their par ents. Childr en cannot,

ought not to be ta ught to mak e allowance for the fa ults o f their

parents, because every such allo wance weakens the f orce of r eason

in their minds, and mak es them still mor e indulg ent to their o wn.

It is one o f the most sublime vir tues o f maturi ty tha t le ads us to

be severe wi th r espect to oursel ves, and forbearing to others; but

childr en should onl y be taught the simple vir tues, for if the y begin

too e arly to mak e allowance for human passions and manners, the y

wear off the f ine edge of the cri terion b y which the y should r egulate

their o wn, and be come un just in the same pr opor tion as the y grow

indulg ent.

The affections o f childr en, and weak people, are always selfish;

they love others, be cause others lo ve them, and not on ac count

of their vir tues. Yet, till este em and lo ve are blended tog ether in

the f irst af fection, and r eason made the f oundation o f the f irst

dut y, mor ality will stumble a t the thr eshold. But, till socie ty is very

dif ferentl y consti tute d, parents, I f ear, will still insist on being

1.I myself heard a li t tle g ir l onc e say to a servant, "My

mamma has been scolding me f inel y this morning,

because her hair w as not dr essed to ple ase her." Though

this r emark was pert, i t w as just. And what r espect could

a gir l acquir e for such a par ent, wi thout doing violenc e

to r eason?

Chapter 11: Duty to Parents | 201



obeyed, because they will be obe yed, and constan tl y endeavour

to set tle tha t po wer on a Divine rig ht, which will not be ar the

investigation o f r eason.
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Chapter 12: On National
Education

The good ef fects r esulting fr om at ten tion to priv ate education will

ever be very conf ined, and the par ent who r eally puts his o wn

hand to the plo w, will al ways, in some degr ee be disappoin ted, till

education be comes a grand national c oncern. A man c annot r etir e

into a deser t wi th his child, and if he did, he c ould not bring himself

back to childhood, and be come the pr oper friend and pla y-f ellow of

an infan t or y outh. And when childr en are conf ined to the socie ty

of men and w omen, the y very soon acquir e that kind o f pr ematur e

manhood which stops the gr owth o f every vigorous power of mind

or bod y. In or der to open their faculties the y should be e xci ted

to think f or themsel ves; and this c an onl y be done b y mixing a

number o f childr en tog ether , and making them join tl y pursue the

same objects.

A child v ery soon contr acts a benumbing indolenc e of mind,

which he has seldom suf f icien t vig our to shak e off, when he onl y

asks a question inste ad of seeking f or inf orma tion, and then r elies

implici tl y on the answ er he r eceives. With his e quals in age this

could ne ver be the c ase, and the subjects of inquir y, thoug h the y

mig ht be inf luenc ed, would not be en tir ely under the dir ection o f

men, who fr equentl y damp, if not destr oy abili ties, by bring ing them

forward too hastil y: and too hastil y the y will infalli bly be br ought

forward, if the child c ould be c onf ined to the socie ty of a man,

however sagacious tha t man ma y be.

Besides, in youth the se eds of every affection should be so wn, and

the r espectful r egard, which is f elt f or a par ent, is very dif ferent

fr om the social af fections tha t ar e to c onsti tute the happiness o f lif e

as it advances. Of these, equali ty is the basis, and an in ter course

of sentimen ts unclogg ed by tha t obser vant seriousness which

prevents disputa tion, thoug h i t may not inf orce submission. Le t
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a child ha ve ever such an af fection f or his par ent, he will al ways

languish to pla y and chat wi th childr en; and the v ery respect he

enter tains, f or f ilial este em always has a dash of fear mix ed wi th

it, will, if i t do not te ach him cunning, a t le ast pr event him fr om

pouring out the li t tle secrets which f irst open the he art to

friendship and c onf idenc e, gradually leading to mor e expansive

benevolenc e. Added to this, he will ne ver acquir e that fr ank

ingenuousness of behaviour , which y oung pe ople can onl y at tain

by being fr equentl y in socie ty, wher e they dare to speak what the y

think; nei ther afr aid of being r eproved for their pr esumption, nor

laughed at f or their f oll y.

Forcibly impr essed by the r ef lections which the sig ht o f schools,

as they are at pr esent conduc ted, natur ally suggested, I have

former ly deliv ered my opinion r ather w arml y in fa vour o f a priv ate

education; but fur ther e xperienc e has led me to vie w the subje ct

in a dif ferent lig ht. I still, ho wever, think schools, as the y are now

regulated, the hot-be ds of vic e and foll y, and the kno wledge of

human na tur e, supposed to be a t taine d ther e, merely cunning

self ishness.

At school, bo ys become glut tons and slo vens, and, inste ad of

cultiv ating domestic af fections, v ery early rush in to the li ber tinism

which destr oys the c onsti tution bef ore it is f orme d; hardening the

heart as it w eakens the understanding.

I should, in fac t, be averse to boar ding-schools, if i t w ere for no

other r eason than the unse t tle d state o f mind which the e xpectation

of the v acations pr oduce. On these the childr enÕs thoug hts are fixed

wi th eager anticipa ting hopes, f or, at le ast, to speak wi th

moder ation, half o f the time, and when the y arriv e they are spent in

total dissipa tion and be astly indulg ence.

But, on the c ontr ary, when the y are brought up a t home, thoug h

they may pursue a plan o f stud y in a mor e order ly manner than

can be adopte d, when ne ar a four th par t o f the y ear is actuall y

spent in idleness, and as much mor e in r egret and an ticipa tion; y et

they ther e acquir e too hig h an opinion o f their o wn impor tanc e,

fr om being allo wed to t yrannize over ser vants, and fr om the anxie ty

204 | Rights of Woman



expr essed by most mothers, on the sc ore of manners, who, e ager to

teach the ac complishmen ts of a gentleman, stif le, in their bir th, the

vir tues o f a man. Thus br ought in to c ompany when the y ought to be

seriousl y emplo yed, and tr eated lik e men when the y are still bo ys,

they become vain and ef feminate.

The onl y way to avoid t wo extr emes equally in jurious to mor ality,

would be to c ontriv e some way of combining a public and priv ate

education. Thus to mak e men ci tiz ens, two natur al steps mig ht

be taken, which se em dir ectl y to le ad to the desir ed poin t; f or

the domestic af fections, tha t f irst open the he art to the v arious

modif ications o f humani ty would be cultiv ated, whilst the childr en

were nevertheless allo wed to spend gr eat par t o f their time, on

terms o f equali ty, wi th other childr en.

I still r ecollect, wi th ple asure, the countr y day school; wher e a

boy trudg ed in the morning, w et or dr y, carr ying his books, and his

dinner , if i t w ere at a consider able distanc e; a servant did not then

lead master b y the hand, f or, when he had onc e put on c oat and

breeches, he was allowed to shif t f or himself, and r eturn alone in

the evening to r ecount the f eats of the da y close at the par ental

knee. His fatherÕs house was his home, and w as ever af ter f ondl y

remember ed; nay, I appeal to some superior men who w ere

educated in this manner , whether the r ecollection o f some shady

lane wher e they conned their lesson; or , of some stile, wher e they

sat making a ki te, or mending a ba t, has not ende ared their c ountr y

to them ?

But, wha t bo y ever r ecollected wi th ple asure the y ears he spent

in close c onf inemen t, at an academy near London ? unless indeed

he should b y chanc e remember the poor sc are-cr ow of an usher

whom he tormen ted; or , the tar tman, fr om whom he c aught a cake,

to de vour i t wi th the c at tish appe ti te o f self ishness. At boar ding

schools o f every description, the r elaxation o f the junior bo ys is

mischief; and o f the senior , vice. Besides, in great schools wha t

can be mor e prejudicial to the mor al character , than the system o f

tyranny and abject slavery which is establishe d amongst the bo ys,

to say nothing o f the sla very to f orms, which mak es relig ion w orse
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than a far ce? For wha t good can be expected fr om the y outh who

receives the sacrament o f the Lor dÕs supper, to avoid f orf eiting half -

a-guine a, which he pr obably after wards spends in some sensual

manner? H alf the emplo yment o f the y ouths is to elude the

necessity of at tending public w orship; and w ell the y may, for such

a constan t r epeti tion o f the same thing must be a v ery ir ksome

restr aint on their na tur al vivacity. As these ceremonies have the

most fa tal ef fect on their mor als, and as a ritual perf orme d by the

lips, when the he art and mind ar e far away, is not no w stor ed up b y

our chur ch as a bank to dr aw on f or the f ees of the poor souls in

pur gator y, why should the y not be abolishe d?

But the f ear of inno vation, in this c ountr y, extends to e very thing.

This is onl y a covert f ear, the appr ehensive timidi ty of indolen t

slugs, who guar d, by sliming i t over, the snug plac e, which the y

consider in the lig ht o f an her edi tar y estate; and eat, drink, and

enjoy themsel ves, instead of fulf illing the duties, e xcepting a f ew

empt y forms, f or which i t w as endowed. These are the pe ople who

most str enuousl y insist on the will o f the f ounder being obser ved,

cr ying out against all r eforma tion, as if i t w ere a violation o f justic e.

I am no w alluding par ticular ly to the r elicks o f poper y retaine d

in our c olleges, where the pr otestan t members se em to be such

sticklers f or the establishe d chur ch; but their z eal never makes

them lose sig ht o f the spoil o f ignor ance, which r apacious priests

of supersti tious memor y have scraped tog ether . No, wise in their

generation, the y venerate the pr escriptiv e rig ht o f possession, as

a strong hold, and still le t the slugg ish bell ting le to pr ayers, as

during the da ys, when the ele vation o f the host w as supposed to

atone f or the sins o f the pe ople, lest one r eforma tion should le ad

to another , and the spiri t kill the le t ter . These Romish customs ha ve

the most baneful ef fect on the mor als of our cler gy; for the idle

vermin who t wo or thr ee times a day perf orm, in the most slo venly

manner a ser vice which the y think useless, but c all their dut y, soon

lose a sense of dut y. At college, forced to a t tend or e vade public

worship, the y acquir e an habi tual c ontempt f or the v ery service,

the perf ormanc e of which is to enable them to liv e in idleness. I t is
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mumble d over as an affair o f business, as a stupid bo y repeats his

task, and fr equentl y the c ollege cant escapes from the pr eacher the

momen t af ter he has lef t the pulpi t, and even whilst he is e ating the

dinner which he e arned in such a dishonest manner .

Nothing, inde ed, can be mor e irr everent than the c athedral

service as it is no w perf orme d in this c ountr y, neither does i t

contain a set o f weaker men than those who ar e the slaves of this

childish r outine. A disgusting sk eleton o f the f ormer sta te is still

exhi bi ted; but all the solemni ty, that in ter ested the imag ination, if

it did not purif y the he art, is strippe d off. The perf ormanc e of hig h

mass on the c ontinen t must impr ess every mind, wher e a spark of

fancy glows, wi th tha t awful melanchol y, that sublime tenderness,

so near a-kin to de votion. I do not sa y, that these de votional f eelings

are of mor e use, in a mor al sense, than any other emotion o f taste;

but I c ontend, tha t the the atric al pomp which gr atif ies our senses,

is to be pr eferr ed to the c old par ade that insults the understanding

wi thout r eaching the he art.

Amongst r emarks on national e ducation, such obser vations

cannot be misplac ed, especiall y as the suppor ters o f these

establishmen ts, degenerated in to puerili ties, af fect to be the

champions o f r elig ion. Relig ion, pur e source of comf or t in this v ale

of te ars! how has th y clear str eam been muddie d by the dabblers,

who ha ve presumptuousl y endeavour ed to c onf ine in one narr ow

channel, the living w aters tha t ever f low to ward GodÑ the sublime

ocean of existenc e! What w ould lif e be wi thout tha t peace which

the lo ve of God, when built on humani ty, alone can impar t? Every

earthl y affection turns back, a t in ter vals, to pr ey upon the he art

that f eeds it; and the pur est ef fusions o f benevolenc e, often rudel y

damped by men, must moun t as a fr ee-will o ffering to H im who ga ve

them bir th, whose brig ht imag e they fain tl y ref lect.

In public schools, ho wever, relig ion, c onfounde d wi th ir ksome

ceremonies and unr easonable restr aints, assumes the most

ungr acious aspect: not the sober a uster e one tha t commands

respect whilst i t inspir es fear; but a ludicr ous cast, that ser ves to

poin t a pun. For, in fac t, most o f the g ood stories and smar t things
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which enliv en the spiri ts tha t have been concentr ated at whist, ar e

manufac tur ed out o f the inciden ts to which the v ery men labour to

give a droll turn who c ountenanc e the abuse to liv e on the spoil.

Ther e is not, per haps, in the king dom, a mor e dogmatic al or

luxurious se t o f men, than the pe dantic t yrants who r eside in

colleges and preside at public schools. The v acations ar e equally

in jurious to the mor als of the masters and pupils, and the

inter course, which the f ormer k eep up wi th the nobili ty, intr oduces

the same vanity and extr avagance into their families, which banish

domestic duties and c omf or ts fr om the lor dly mansion, whose sta te

is awkw ardly aped on a smaller sc ale. The boys, who liv e at a gr eat

expence wi th the masters and assistan ts, are never domestic ated,

thoug h placed ther e for tha t purpose; f or, after a silen t dinner , they

swallow a hasty glass of wine, and r etir e to plan some mischie vous

trick, or to ridicule the person or manners o f the v ery people the y

have just been cring ing to, and whom the y ought to c onsider as the

representativ es of their par ents.

Can it then be a ma t ter o f surprise, tha t bo ys become self ish

and vicious who ar e thus shut out fr om social c onverse? or tha t

a mitr e often gr aces the br ow of one o f these dilig ent pastors?

The desir e of living in the same st yle, as the r ank just abo ve them,

inf ects each individual and e very class of people, and me anness

is the c oncomi tant o f this ignoble ambi tion; but those pr ofessions

are most debasing whose ladder is pa tr onage; yet out o f one o f

these pr ofessions the tutors o f youth ar e in general chosen. But,

can the y be expected to inspir e independen t sentimen ts, whose

conduc t must be r egulated by the c autious prudenc e that is ever on

the w atch f or pr efermen t?

So far, however, from thinking o f the mor als of boys, I have heard

several masters o f schools ar gue, that the y onl y under took to te ach

Latin and Gr eek; and tha t the y had fulf ille d their dut y, by sending

some good scholars to c ollege.

A few good scholars, I gr ant, may have been forme d by emula tion

and discipline; but, to bring f orward these cle ver boys, the health

and mor als of a number ha ve been sacrif iced.
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The sons of our g entr y and w ealth y commoners ar e mostl y

educated at these seminaries, and will an y one pr etend to asser t,

that the majori ty, making every allowance, come under the

description o f toler able scholars?

It is not f or the benef it o f socie ty tha t a few brillian t men should

be brought f orward at the e xpence of the multi tude. I t is true,

that gr eat men se em to star t up, as gr eat r evolutions oc cur , at

proper in ter vals, to r estor e order, and to blo w aside the clouds

that thick en over the fac e of truth; but le t mor e reason and vir tue

prevail in socie ty, and these str ong winds w ould not be ne cessary.

Public education, o f every denomina tion, should be dir ected to f orm

ci tiz ens; but if y ou wish to mak e good ci tiz ens, you must f irst

exercise the af fections o f a son and a br other . This is the onl y way

to expand the he art; f or public af fections, as w ell as public vir tues,

must e ver gr ow out o f the priv ate char acter , or the y are merely

meteors tha t shoot a th wart a dar k sky, and disappear as they are

gazed at and admir ed.

Few, I believe, have had much af fection f or mankind, who did

not f irst lo ve their par ents, their br others, sisters, and e ven the

domestic brutes, whom the y f irst pla yed wi th. The e xercise of

youthful sympa thies f orms the mor al temper atur e; and i t is the

recollection o f these f irst af fections and pursui ts, tha t g ives life

to those tha t ar e after wards mor e under the dir ection o f r eason.

In youth, the f ondest friendships ar e forme d, the g enial juic es

moun ting a t the same time, kindl y mix; or , rather the he art,

temper ed for the r eception o f friendship, is ac custome d to seek for

pleasure in something mor e noble than the chur lish gr atif ication o f

appeti te.

In or der then to inspir e a love of home and domestic ple asures,

childr en ought to be e ducated at home, f or riotous holida ys only

make them f ond o f home f or their o wn sakes. Yet, the v acations,

which do not f oster domestic af fections, c ontinuall y disturb the

course o f stud y, and render an y plan o f impr ovement abor tiv e which

includes temper ance; still, w ere they abolished, childr en would be

entir ely separated fr om their par ents, and I question whe ther the y
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would be come bet ter ci tiz ens by sacrif icing the pr eparator y

affections, b y destr oying the f orce of r elationships tha t r ender the

marriag e state as necessary as respectable. But, if a priv ate

education pr oduce self-impor tanc e, or insula tes a man in his famil y,

the evil is onl y shif ted, not r emedied.

This tr ain of r easoning brings me back to a subje ct, on which I

mean to d well, the ne cessity of establishing pr oper day-schools.

But these should be na tional establishmen ts, for whilst school-

masters ar e dependen t on the c apric e of par ents, li t tle exertion c an

be expected fr om them, mor e than is ne cessary to ple ase ignorant

people. Indeed, the ne cessity of a masterÕs giving the par ents some

sample of the bo yÕs abili ties, which during the v acation, is sho wn

to every visi ter , is produc tiv e of mor e mischief than w ould at f irst

be supposed. For the y are seldom done en tir ely, to speak wi th

moder ation, b y the child i tself; thus the master c ountenanc es

falsehoods, or winds the poor machine up to some e xtr aordinar y

exertion, tha t in jures the whe els, and stops the pr ogress of gr adual

impr ovement. The memor y is loaded wi th unin tellig ible words, to

make a show of, wi thout the understandingÕ s acquiring an y distinc t

ideas: but onl y tha t education deser ves emphatic ally to be terme d

cultiv ation o f mind, which te aches young pe ople ho w to beg in to

think. The imag ination should not be allo wed to deba uch the

understanding bef ore it gaine d str ength, or v anity will be come the

forerunner o f vic e: for every way of exhi bi ting the ac quir ements of

a child is in jurious to i ts mor al character .

How much time is lost in te aching them to r eci te wha t the y do

not understand! whilst, se ated on benches, all in their best arr ay,

the mammas listen wi th astonishmen t to the parr ot-lik e prat tle,

ut ter ed in solemn c adences, with all the pomp o f ignor ance and

foll y. Such exhi bi tions onl y serve to strik e the spr eading f ibres of

vanity thr ough the whole mind; f or the y nei ther te ach childr en

to speak f luentl y, nor beha ve gracefull y. So far fr om i t, tha t these

friv olous pursui ts mig ht compr ehensively be terme d the stud y of

affectation: f or w e now r arely see a simple, bashful bo y, thoug h few

people o f taste w ere ever disguste d by tha t awkw ard sheepishness
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so natur al to the ag e, which schools and an e arly in tr oduc tion in to

society, have changed in to impudenc e and apish grimac e.

Yet, ho w can these things be r emedied whilst schoolmasters

depend en tir ely on par ents for a subsistenc e; and when so man y

riv al schools hang out their lur es to catch the a t ten tion o f vain

fathers and mothers, whose par ental af fection onl y leads them to

wish, tha t their childr en should outshine those o f their neig hbours?

Without gr eat good luck, a sensi ble, conscien tious man, w ould

star ve before he could r aise a school, if he disdaine d to bubble w eak

parents, by pr actising the se cret tricks o f the cr aft.

In the best r egulated schools, ho wever, wher e swarms are not

crammed tog ether man y bad habi ts must be ac quir ed; but, a t

common schools, the bod y, heart, and understanding, ar e equally

stun ted, for par ents are often onl y in quest o f the che apest school,

and the master c ould not liv e, if he did not tak e a much gr eater

number than he c ould manag e himself; nor will the sc anty pi t tanc e,

allowed for each child, permi t him to hir e ushers suf f icien t to assist

in the dischar ge of the me chanic al par t o f the business. Besides,

whatever appearance the house and gar den may make, the childr en

do not en joy the c omf or ts of ei ther , for the y are continuall y

reminde d, by ir ksome r estric tions, tha t the y are not a t home, and

the sta te-r ooms, garden, etc. must be k ept in or der f or the

recreation o f the par ents; who, o f a Sunday, visit the school, and

are impr essed by the v ery parade that r enders the si tuation o f their

childr en unc omf or table.

With wha t disgust ha ve I heard sensible women, f or g ir ls are

mor e restr ained and cowed than bo ys, speak of the w earisome

conf inemen t which the y endur ed at school. N ot allo wed, per haps,

to step out o f one br oad walk in a superb gar den, and oblig ed

to pac e wi th ste ady depor tmen t stupidl y backw ards and forwards,

holding up their he ads, and turning out their toes, wi th shoulders

braced back, inste ad of bounding, as na tur e dir ects to c omple te

her o wn design, in the v arious at ti tudes so c onduciv e to he alth.

The pur e animal spiri ts, which mak e both mind and bod y shoot

out, and unf old the tender blossoms o f hope ar e turne d sour , and
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vented in v ain wishes, or per t r epinings, tha t contr act the faculties

and spoil the temper; else the y moun t to the br ain and sharpening

the understanding bef ore it gains pr opor tionable str ength, pr oduce

that pi tiful cunning which disgr acefull y char acteriz es the f emale

mindÑand I f ear will e ver char acteriz e it whilst w omen r emain the

slaves of power!

The li t tle r espect which the male w or ld pay to chasti ty is, I am

persuaded, the gr and sour ce of many of the ph ysical and mor al evils

that tormen t mankind, as w ell as of the vic es and follies tha t degr ade

and destr oy women; yet at school, bo ys infalli bly lose tha t decent

bashfulness, which mig ht have ripene d in to modest y at home.

I have already animad verted on the bad habi ts which f emales

acquir e when the y are shut up tog ether; and I think tha t the

observation ma y fair ly be extende d to the other se x, till the na tur al

inf erence is dr awn which I ha ve had in vie w thr oughoutÑtha t to

impr ove both sexes they ought, not onl y in priv ate families, but in

public schools, to be e ducated tog ether . If marriag e be the c ement

of socie ty, mankind should all be e ducated after the same model,

or the in ter course o f the se xes will ne ver deser ve the name o f

fellowship, nor will w omen ever fulf il the pe culiar duties o f their

sex, till the y become enlig htened ci tiz ens, till the y become fr ee, by

being enable d to e arn their o wn subsistenc e, independen t o f men;

in the same manner , I mean, to pr event misc onstruc tion, as one

man is independen t o f another . Nay, marriag e will ne ver be held

sacred till w omen b y being br ought up wi th men, ar e prepared to

be their c ompanions, r ather than their mistr esses; for the me an

doublings o f cunning will e ver r ender them c ontempti ble, whilst

oppr ession r enders them timid. So c onvinc ed am I o f this truth,

that I will v entur e to pr edic t, tha t vir tue will ne ver pr evail in socie ty

till the vir tues o f both se xes are founde d on r eason; and, till the

affection c ommon to both ar e allowed to gain their due str ength b y

the dischar ge of mutual duties.

Were boys and gir ls permi t ted to pursue the same studies

together , those gr aceful de cencies mig ht early be inculc ated which

produc e modest y, wi thout those se xual distinc tions tha t tain t the
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mind. Lessons o f poli teness, and tha t f ormular y of decorum, which

tr eads on the he els of falsehood, w ould be r ender ed useless by

habi tual pr oprie ty of behaviour . Not, inde ed put on f or visi ters lik e

the c our tl y robe of poli teness, but the sober ef fect o f cleanliness

of mind. W ould not this simple eleganc e of sinc eri ty be a chaste

homage paid to domestic af fections, far surpassing the mer etricious

complimen ts tha t shine wi th false lustr e in the he artless in ter course

of fashionable lif e? But, till mor e understanding pr eponder ate in

society, ther e will e ver be a want o f heart and taste, and the har lotÕs

rouge will suppl y the plac e of tha t celestial suf fusion which onl y

vir tuous af fections c an give to the fac e. Gallantr y, and what is c alled

love, may subsist wi thout simplici ty of char acter; but the main

pillars o f friendship, ar e respect and c onf idenc eÑeste em is never

founde d on i t cannot tell wha t.

A taste f or the f ine ar ts r equir es great cultiv ation; but not mor e

than a taste f or the vir tuous af fections: and both suppose tha t

enlar gement o f mind which opens so man y sour ces of men tal

pleasure. Why do people hurr y to noisy sc enes and cr owded cir cles?

I should answ er, because they want activi ty of mind, be cause they

have not cherishe d the vir tues o f the he art. They onl y, ther efore, see

and feel in the gr oss, and continuall y pine af ter v ariety, finding e very

thing tha t is simple, insipid.

This ar gument may be carrie d fur ther than philosophers ar e

aware of, for if na tur e destine d woman, in par ticular , for the

dischar ge of domestic duties, she made her susc epti ble of the

at tached affections in a gr eat degr ee. Now w omen ar e notoriousl y

fond o f pleasure; and natur ally must be so, ac cording to m y

def ini tion, be cause they cannot en ter in to the minutiae o f domestic

taste; lacking judgmen t the f oundation o f all taste. For the

understanding, in spi te o f sensual cavillers, r eserves to i tself the

privileg e of conveying pur e joy to the he art.

With wha t a languid ya wn have I seen an admir able poem thr own

down, tha t a man o f true taste r eturns to, again and again wi th

raptur e; and, whilst melod y has almost suspende d respir ation, a lad y

has asked me wher e I boug ht m y gown. I ha ve seen also an eye
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glanced coldl y over a most e xquisi te pic tur e, rest, sparkling wi th

pleasure, on a caric atur e rudel y sketche d; and whilst some terrif ic

featur e in natur e has spread a sublime stillness thr ough my soul, I

have been desir ed to obser ve the pr et ty tricks o f a lap-dog, tha t m y

perverse fate f orced me to tr avel wi th. I s it surprising, tha t such a

tasteless being should r ather c aress this dog than her childr en? Or,

that she should pr efer the r ant o f f lat ter y to the simple ac cents of

sinceri ty?

To illustr ate this r emark I must be allo wed to obser ve, that men

of the f irst g enius, and most cultiv ated minds, ha ve appeared to

have the hig hest r elish f or the simple be auties o f natur e; and the y

must ha ve forcibly felt, wha t the y have so well descri bed, the charm,

which na tur al affections, and unsophistic ated feelings spr ead round

the human char acter . It is this po wer of looking in to the he art, and

responsively vibrating wi th each emotion, tha t enables the poe t to

personif y each passion, and the pain ter to sk etch wi th a pencil o f

f ir e.

True taste is e ver the w ork of the understanding emplo yed in

observing natur al effects; and till w omen have mor e understanding,

it is vain to e xpect them to possess domestic taste. Their liv ely

senses will ever be at w ork to har den their he arts, and the emotions

struck out o f them will c ontinue to be vivid and tr ansitor y, unless a

proper education stor es their minds wi th kno wledge.

It is the w ant o f domestic taste, and not the ac quir ement o f

knowledge, that tak es women out o f their families, and te ars the

smiling babe fr om the br east tha t oug ht to af ford i t nourishmen t.

Women have been allowed to r emain in ignor ance, and slavish

dependenc e, many, very many years, and still w e hear of nothing but

their f ondness of pleasure and sway, their pr eference of r akes and

soldiers, their childish a t tachmen t to to ys, and the v anity tha t mak es

them v alue accomplishmen ts mor e than vir tues.

Histor y brings f orward a fearful c atalogue o f the crimes which

their cunning has pr oduced, when the w eak slaves have had

suff icien t addr ess to over-r each their masters. I n France, and in

how man y other c ountries ha ve men been the luxurious despots,
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and women the cr afty ministers? Does this pr ove that ignor ance

and dependenc e domestic ate them ? Is not their f oll y the b y-w ord

of the li ber tines, who r elax in their socie ty; and do not men o f

sense continuall y lament, tha t an immoder ate f ondness f or dr ess

and dissipa tion c arries the mother o f a famil y for ever fr om home ?

Their he arts have not be en debauched by knowledge, nor their

minds le d astr ay by scientif ic pursui ts; yet, the y do not fulf il the

peculiar duties, which as w omen the y are called upon b y natur e to

fulf il. On the c ontr ary, the sta te o f warfar e which subsists be tween

the sexes, makes them emplo y those wiles, tha t frustr ate the mor e

open designs o f force.

When, ther efore, I call women slaves, I mean in a poli tic al and civil

sense; for, indir ectl y the y obtain too much po wer, and are debased

by their e xertions to obtain illici t sway.

Let an enlig htened nation then tr y what ef fect r eason would ha ve

to bring them back to na tur e, and their dut y; and allo wing them to

share the advantages of education and g overnmen t wi th man, se e

whether the y will be come bet ter , as they grow wiser and be come

fr ee. They cannot be in jured by the e xperimen t; f or i t is not in the

power of man to r ender them mor e insignif icant than the y are at

present.

To render this pr actic able, day schools f or par ticular ag es should

be establishe d by governmen t, in which bo ys and gir ls mig ht be

educated tog ether . The school f or the y ounger childr en, fr om f ive

to nine y ears of age, ought to be absolutel y fr ee and open to all

classes.1 A suff icien t number o f masters should also be chosen b y

a select commi t tee, in each parish, to whom an y complain t o f

negligence, etc. mig ht be made, if signe d by six of the childr enÕs

parents.

1.Treating this par t o f the subje ct, I have borr owed some

hin ts fr om a very sensible pamphle t wri t ten b y the la te

bishop o f Autun on public Educ ation.
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Ushers would then be unne cessary; for, I believe, experienc e will

ever pr ove, that this kind o f subor dinate authori ty is par ticular ly

in jurious to the mor als of youth. W hat, inde ed, can tend to depr ave

the char acter mor e than out ward submission and in ward contempt?

Yet, ho w can boys be expected to tr eat an usher wi th r espect when

the master se ems to c onsider him in the lig ht o f a servant, and

almost to c ountenanc e the ridicule which be comes the chief

amusement o f the bo ys during the pla y hours?

But nothing o f this kind c ould oc cur in an elemen tar y day-school,

wher e boys and gir ls, the rich and poor , should me et tog ether . And

to pr event any of the distinc tions o f vanity, they should be dr essed

alike, and all oblig ed to submi t to the same discipline, or le ave the

school. The school-r oom oug ht to be surr ounde d by a large piece

of gr ound, in which the childr en mig ht be usefull y exercised, for at

this age they should not be c onf ined to an y sedentar y emplo yment

for mor e than an hour a t a time. B ut these r elaxations mig ht all be

render ed a par t o f elemen tar y education, f or man y things impr ove

and amuse the senses, when in tr oduced as a kind o f show, to the

principles o f which dr yly laid do wn, childr en would turn a de af ear.

For instanc e, botany, mechanics, and astr onom y. Reading, wri ting,

ari thme tic, na tur al histor y, and some simple e xperimen ts in na tur al

philosoph y, might f ill up the da y; but these pursui ts should ne ver

encr oach on g ymnastic pla ys in the open air . The elemen ts of

relig ion, histor y, the histor y of man, and poli tics, mig ht also be

taught by conversations, in the socr atic f orm.

After the ag e of nine, g ir ls and boys, intende d for domestic

emplo yments, or me chanic al tr ades, ought to be r emoved to other

schools, and r eceive instruc tion, in some me asure appropria ted to

the destina tion o f each individual, the t wo sexes being still tog ether

in the morning; but in the af ternoon, the g ir ls should a t tend a

school, wher e plain w ork, mantua-making, milliner y, etc. w ould be

their emplo yment.

The young pe ople o f superior abili ties, or f or tune, mig ht no w

be taught, in another school, the de ad and living languag es, the

elements of scienc e, and continue the stud y of histor y and poli tics,
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on a mor e extensiv e scale, which w ould not e xclude poli te

li ter atur e. Gir ls and boys still tog ether? I he ar some r eaders ask: yes.

And I should not f ear any other c onsequence, than tha t some early

at tachmen t mig ht tak e place; which, whilst i t had the best ef fect

on the mor al character o f the y oung pe ople, mig ht not perf ectl y

agree wi th the vie ws of the par ents, for i t will be a long time, I f ear,

before the w or ld is so enlig htened, tha t par ents, onl y anxious to

render their childr en vir tuous, will le t them choose c ompanions f or

lif e themsel ves.

Besides, this w ould be a sur e way to pr omote e arly marriag es, and

fr om early marriag es the most salutar y physical and mor al effects

natur ally f low. What a dif ferent char acter does a marrie d ci tiz en

assume from the self ish coxcomb, who liv es but f or himself, and

who is o ften afr aid to marr y lest he should not be able to liv e in

a certain st yle. Great emer gencies excepted, which w ould r arely

occur in a socie ty of which e quali ty was the basis, a man could onl y

be pr epared to dischar ge the duties o f public lif e, by the habi tual

practic e of those inf erior ones which f orm the man.

In this plan o f education, the c onsti tution o f boys would not be

ruine d by the e arly debaucheries, which no w make men so self ish,

nor g ir ls render ed weak and vain, by indolenc e and friv olous

pursui ts. But, I pr esuppose, tha t such a degr ee of equali ty should

be establishe d between the sexes as would shut out gallan tr y and

coquetr y, yet allo w friendship and lo ve to temper the he art f or the

dischar ge of hig her duties.

These would be schools o f mor alityÑand the happiness o f man,

allowed to f low fr om the pur e springs o f dut y and af fection, wha t

advances might not the human mind mak e? Society can onl y be

happy and fr ee in pr opor tion as i t is vir tuous; but the pr esent

distinc tions, establishe d in socie ty, corr ode all priv ate, and blast all

public vir tue.

I have already inveighed against the custom o f conf ining g ir ls

to their ne edle, and shut ting them out fr om all poli tic al and civil

emplo yments; for b y thus narr owing their minds the y are render ed

unf it to fulf il the pe culiar duties which na tur e has assigned them.
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Only emplo yed about the li t tle inciden ts of the da y, they

necessarily grow up cunning. M y very soul has often sick ened at

observing the sl y tricks pr actised by women to gain some f oolish

thing on which their sill y hearts w ere set. Not allo wed to dispose

of mone y, or call any thing their o wn, the y learn to turn the mar ket

penny; or, should a husband o ffend, by staying fr om home, or g ive

rise to some emotions o f jealousyÑa ne w gown, or an y pr et ty

bauble, smooths Juno Õs angry brow.

But these LITTLENESSES would not degr ade their char acter , if

women w ere led to r espect themsel ves, if poli tic al and mor al

subjects w ere opened to them; and I will v entur e to af f irm, tha t this

is the onl y way to mak e them pr oper ly at ten tiv e to their domestic

duties. An ac tiv e mind embr aces the whole cir cle of i ts duties, and

finds time enoug h for all. I t is not, I asser t, a bold a t tempt to emula te

masculine vir tues; i t is not the enchan tmen t o f li ter ary pursui ts,

or the ste ady investigation o f scien tif ic subjects, tha t le ad women

astray fr om dut y. No, it is indolenc e and vanity Ñthe lo ve of pleasure

and the lo ve of sway, that will r eign par amoun t in an empt y mind.

I say empt y, emphatic ally, because the education which w omen

now r eceive scarcely deserves the name. For the li t tle kno wledge

they are led to ac quir e during the impor tant years of youth, is

mer ely relativ e to accomplishmen ts; and accomplishmen ts wi thout

a bot tom, f or unless the understanding be cultiv ated, superf icial

and monotonous is e very grace. Like the charms o f a made-up

face, they onl y strik e the senses in a cr owd; but a t home, w anting

mind, the y want variety. The consequence is obvious; in gay scenes

of dissipa tion w e meet the ar tif icial mind and fac e, for those who

f ly fr om soli tude dr ead next to soli tude, the domestic cir cle; not

having i t in their po wer to amuse or in ter est, the y feel their o wn

insignif icance, or f ind nothing to amuse or in ter est themsel ves.

Besides, what can be mor e indelic ate than a g ir lÕs coming out

in the fashionable w or ld? Which, in other w ords, is to bring to

market a marriag eable miss, whose person is tak en fr om one public

place to another , richl y caparisone d. Yet, mixing in the g iddy cir cle

under r estr aint, these but terf lies long to f lut ter a t lar ge, for the
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f irst af fection o f their souls is their o wn persons, to which their

at ten tion has be en called wi th the most se dulous c are, whilst the y

were preparing f or the period tha t decides their fa te f or lif e. Instead

of pursuing this idle r outine, sig hing f or tasteless sho w, and

heartless state, wi th wha t digni ty would the y ouths o f both se xes

form a t tachmen ts in the schools tha t I ha ve cursoril y poin ted out;

in which, as lif e advanced, dancing, music, and dr awing, mig ht be

admi t ted as relaxations, f or at these schools y oung pe ople o f

for tune oug ht to r emain, mor e or less, till the y were of age. Those,

who w ere designed for par ticular pr ofessions, might at tend, thr ee

or f our mornings in the w eek, the schools appr opria ted for their

imme diate instruc tion.

I onl y dr op these obser vations a t pr esent, as hin ts; r ather , indeed

as an outline o f the plan I me an, than a dig ested one; but I must add,

that I hig hly appr ove of one r egulation men tione d in the pamphle t

already allude d to (The B ishop o f Autun ), that o f making the childr en

and youths independen t o f the masters r especting punishmen ts.

They should be trie d by their pe ers, which w ould be an admir able

method o f f ixing sound principles o f justic e in the mind, and mig ht

have the happiest ef fect on the temper , which is v ery early sour ed or

irri tated by t yranny, till i t becomes peevishly cunning, or f erociousl y

overbearing.

My imag ination dar ts forward wi th bene volent f ervour to gr eet

these amiable and r espectable gr oups, in spi te o f the sne ering o f

cold he arts, who ar e at li ber ty to ut ter , wi th frig id self -impor tanc e,

the damning epi the tÑ r omantic; the f orce of which I shall

endeavour to blun t by repeating the w ords of an eloquen t mor alist.

ÒI know not whe ther the allusions o f a trul y humane he art, whose

zeal renders every thing e asy, is not pr eferable to tha t r ough and

repulsing r eason, which al ways finds in indif ference for the public

good, the f irst obstacle to wha tever would pr omote i t.Ó

I kno w tha t li ber tines will also e xclaim, tha t w oman w ould be

unsexed by acquiring str ength o f bod y and mind, and tha t beaut y,

soft bewi tching be aut y! would no long er adorn the da ughters o f

men. I am o f a very dif ferent opinion, f or I think, tha t, on the
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contr ary, we should then se e dignif ied beaut y, and true gr ace; to

produc e which, man y powerful ph ysical and mor al causes would

concur . Not r elaxed beaut y, it is true, nor the gr aces of helplessness;

but such as appe ars to mak e us respect the human bod y as a

majestic pile, f it to r eceive a noble inhabi tant, in the r elics of

antiqui ty.

I do not f orget the popular opinion, tha t the Gr ecian sta tues w ere

not modelle d after na tur e. I mean, not ac cording to the pr opor tions

of a par ticular man; but tha t beautiful limbs and f eatur es were

selected fr om various bodies to f orm an harmonious whole. This

mig ht, in some degr ee, be true. The f ine ide al pic tur e of an exalted

imagination mig ht be superior to the ma terials which the pain ter

found in na tur e, and thus i t mig ht wi th pr oprie ty be terme d rather

the model o f mankind than o f a man. I t w as not, ho wever, the

mechanic al selection o f limbs and f eatur es, but the ebulli tion o f

an heated fanc y tha t burst f or th; and the f ine senses and enlar ged

understanding o f the ar tist sele cted the solid ma t ter , which he dr ew

into this g lowing f ocus.

I obser ved tha t i t w as not me chanic al, because a whole w as

produc edÑa model o f tha t gr and simplici ty, of those c oncurring

energies, which arr est our a t ten tion and c ommand our r everence.

For onl y insipid lif eless beaut y is pr oduced by a servile copy of even

beautiful na tur e. Yet, independen t o f these obser vations, I belie ve,

that the human f orm must ha ve been far mor e beautiful than i t is at

present, because extr eme indolenc e, barbarous ligatur es, and many

causes, which f orcibly act on i t, in our luxurious sta te o f socie ty,

did not r etar d i ts expansion, or r ender i t def orme d. Exercise and

cleanliness appear to be not onl y the sur est means of pr eserving

health, but o f pr omoting be aut y, the ph ysical causes only

consider ed; yet, this is not suf f icien t, mor al ones must c oncur , or

beaut y will be mer ely of tha t rustic kind which blooms on the

innoc ent, wholesome c ountenanc es of some countr y people, whose

minds ha ve not be en exercised. To render the person perf ect,

physical and mor al beaut y ought to be a t taine d at the same time;

each lending and r eceiving f orce by the c ombina tion. Judgmen t
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must r eside on the br ow, affection and fanc y beam in the e ye, and

humani ty cur ve the che ek, or vain is the spar kling o f the f inest e ye

or the elegan tl y turne d f inish o f the fair est featur es; whilst in e very

motion tha t displa ys the activ e limbs and w ell-kni t join ts, grace

and modest y should appe ar. But this fair assemblag e is not to be

brought tog ether b y chanc e; it is the r eward of exertions me t to

suppor t each other; f or judgmen t can onl y be acquir ed by ref lection,

affection, b y the dischar ge of duties, and humani ty by the e xercise

of compassion to e very living cr eatur e.

Humani ty to animals should be par ticular ly inculc ated as a part

of national e ducation, f or i t is not a t pr esent one o f our na tional

vir tues. Tenderness f or their humble dumb domestics, amongst the

lower class, is oftener to be f ound in a sa vage than a civiliz ed state.

For civiliza tion pr events tha t in ter course which cr eates affection

in the rude hut, or mud c abin, and le ads uncultiv ated minds who

are only depr aved by the r efinemen ts which pr evail in the socie ty,

wher e they are tr odden under f oot b y the rich, to domine er over

them to r evenge the insults tha t the y are oblig ed to be ar fr om their

superiours.

This habi tual cruelt y is f irst c aught at school, wher e it is one o f

the r are spor ts of the bo ys to tormen t the miser able brutes tha t

fall in their w ay. The tr ansition, as the y grow up, fr om barbari ty

to brutes to domestic t yranny over wiv es, childr en, and servants,

is very easy. Justice, or even benevolenc e, will not be a po werful

spring o f action, unless i t extend to the whole cr eation; na y, I believe

that i t may be deliv ered as an axiom, tha t those who c an see pain,

unmo ved, will soon le arn to inf lic t i t.

The vulgar ar e swayed by pr esent f eelings, and the habi ts which

they have acciden tall y acquir ed; but on par tial f eelings much

dependenc e cannot be plac ed, thoug h the y be just; f or, when the y

are not in vigorated by ref lection, custom w eakens them, till the y

are scarcely felt. The sympa thies o f our na tur e are str engthene d by

pondering c ogitations, and de adened by thoug htless use. MacbethÕs

heart smote him mor e for one mur der, the f irst, than f or a hundr ed

subsequent ones, which w ere necessary to back i t. But, when I use d
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the epi the t vulgar , I did not me an to c onf ine m y remark to the

poor , for par tial humani ty, founde d on pr esent sensations or whim,

is qui te as conspicuous, if not mor e so, amongst the rich.

The lady who she ds tears for the bir d star ved in a snar e, and

execrates the de vils in the shape o f men, who g oad to madness the

poor o x, or whip the pa tien t ass, tot tering under a bur den above its

str ength, will, ne vertheless, keep her c oachman and horses whole

hours w aiting f or her , when the sharp fr ost bi tes, or the r ain beats

against the w ell-close d windo ws which do not admi t a br eath o f

air to tell her ho w r oughly the wind blo ws wi thout. And she who

takes her dogs to be d, and nurses them wi th a par ade of sensibili ty,

when sick, will suf fer her babes to gr ow up cr ooked in a nurser y.

This illustr ation o f my argument is dr awn fr om a mat ter o f fact. The

woman whom I allude to w as handsome, reckoned very handsome,

by those who do not miss the mind when the fac e is plump and

fair; but her understanding had not be en led fr om f emale duties b y

li ter atur e, nor her innoc ence debauched by knowledge. No, she was

qui te f eminine, ac cording to the masculine ac ceptation o f the w ord;

and, so far fr om lo ving these spoile d brutes tha t f ille d the plac e

which her childr en ought to ha ve occupie d, she onl y lisped out a

pret ty mixtur e of French and Eng lish nonsense, to ple ase the men

who f lock ed round her . The wif e, mother , and human cr eatur e, were

all swallowed up b y the fac ti tious char acter , which an impr oper

education, and the self ish vanity of beaut y, had produced.

I do not lik e to mak e a distinc tion wi thout a dif ference, and I own

that I ha ve been as much disguste d by the f ine lad y who took her

lap-dog to her bosom, inste ad of her child; as b y the f eroci ty of a

man, who, be ating his horse, de clared, tha t he kne w as well when he

did wr ong as a Christian.

This br ood o f foll y shows how mistak en the y are who, if the y allow

women to le ave their har ams, do not cultiv ate their understanding,

in or der to plan t vir tues in their he arts. For had the y sense, they

mig ht acquir e that domestic taste which w ould le ad them to lo ve

wi th r easonable subor dination their whole famil y, from the husband

to the house-dog; nor w ould the y ever insult humani ty in the person
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of the most menial ser vant, by paying mor e at ten tion to the c omf or t

of a brute, than to tha t o f a fellow-cr eatur e.

My observations on na tional e ducation ar e obviousl y hin ts; but

I principall y wish to enf orce the ne cessity of educating the se xes

together to perf ect both, and o f making childr en sleep at home, tha t

they may learn to lo ve home; yet to mak e priv ate suppor t inste ad of

smothering public af fections, the y should be sen t to school to mix

wi th a number o f equals, for onl y by the jostlings o f equali ty can we

form a just opinion o f oursel ves.

To render mankind mor e vir tuous, and happier o f course, both

sexes must act fr om the same principle; but ho w can that be

expected when onl y one is allo wed to see the r easonableness of

it? To render also the social c ompact trul y equi table, and in or der

to spr ead those enlig htening principles, which alone c an melior ate

the fa te o f man, w omen must be allo wed to f ound their vir tue on

knowledge, which is sc arcely possible unless the y be educated by

the same pursui ts as men. For the y are now made so inf eriour b y

ignor ance and low desir es, as not to deser ve to be r anked wi th

them; or , by the serpen tine wrigg lings o f cunning the y moun t the

tr ee of kno wledge and onl y acquir e suff icien t to le ad men astr ay.

It is plain fr om the histor y of all na tions, tha t w omen c annot be

conf ined to mer ely domestic pursui ts, for the y will not fulf il famil y

duties, unless their minds tak e a wider r ange, and whilst the y are

kept in ignor ance, they become in the same pr opor tion, the sla ves

of pleasure as they are the slaves of man. Nor c an the y be shut out o f

great en terprises, thoug h the narr owness of their minds o ften mak e

them mar wha t the y are unable to c ompr ehend.

The li ber tinism, and e ven the vir tues o f superior men, will al ways

give women, o f some description, gr eat po wer over them; and these

weak women, under the inf luenc e of childish passions and self ish

vanity, will thr ow a false lig ht over the obje cts which the v ery men

view wi th their e yes, who oug ht to enlig hten their judgmen t. M en

of fanc y, and those sanguine char acters who mostl y hold the helm

of human af fairs, in g eneral, relax in the socie ty of women; and

surely I need not ci te to the most superf icial r eader of histor y,
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the numer ous examples of vic e and oppr ession which the priv ate

intrigues o f female favouri tes have produced; not to d well on the

mischief tha t natur ally arises fr om the blundering in terposi tion o f

well-me aning f oll y. For in the tr ansactions o f business i t is much

bet ter to ha ve to de al wi th a kna ve than a f ool, because a knave

adheres to some plan; and an y plan o f r eason may be seen thr ough

much sooner than a sudden f light o f foll y. The power which vile and

foolish w omen have had over wise men, who possesse d sensibili ty,

is notorious; I shall onl y mention one instanc e.

Whoever dr ew a mor e exalted female char acter than R ousseau?

thoug h in the lump he c onstan tl y endeavour ed to degr ade the sex.

And wh y was he thus anxious? T rul y to justif y to himself the

affection which w eakness and vir tue had made him cherish f or tha t

fool Ther esa. He could not r aise her to the c ommon le vel of her

sex; and ther efore he labour ed to bring w oman do wn to herÕs. He

found her a c onvenien t humble c ompanion, and pride made him

determine to f ind some superior vir tues in the being whom he

chose to liv e wi th; but did not her c onduc t during his lif e, and after

his death, cle arly show ho w gr ossly he was mistaken who c alled her

a celestial innoc ent. Nay, in the bi t terness o f his he art, he himself

laments, tha t when his bodil y inf irmi ties made him no long er tr eat

her lik e a woman, she ceased to ha ve an affection f or him. And i t

was very natur al that she should, f or having so f ew sentimen ts in

common, when the se xual tie w as broken, what w as to hold her?

To hold her af fection whose sensi bili ty was conf ined to one se x,

nay, to one man, i t r equir es sense to turn sensi bili ty in to the br oad

channel o f humani ty: many women have not mind enoug h to ha ve

an affection f or a w oman, or a friendship f or a man. But the se xual

weakness that mak es woman depend on man f or a subsistenc e,

produc es a kind o f cat tish af fection, which le ads a wife to purr about

her husband, as she w ould about an y man who f ed and caressed her .

Men, are however, often gr atif ied by this kind o f fondness which

is conf ined in a beastly manner to themsel ves, but should the y

ever become mor e vir tuous, the y will wish to c onverse at their

f ir e-side wi th a friend, af ter the y cease to play wi th a mistr ess.
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Besides, understanding is ne cessary to g ive variety and in ter est to

sensual enjoyments, for lo w, indeed, in the in telle ctual sc ale, is the

mind tha t c an continue to lo ve when nei ther vir tue nor sense g ive

a human appe arance to an animal appe ti te. But sense will al ways

preponder ate; and if w omen ar e not, in g eneral, brought mor e on

a level wi th men, some superior w omen, lik e the Gr eek cour tezans

will assemble the men o f abili ties ar ound them, and dr aw fr om their

families man y ci tiz ens, who w ould ha ve stayed at home, had their

wives had mor e sense, or the gr aces which r esult fr om the e xercise

of the understanding and fanc y, the leg itima te par ents of taste. A

woman of talen ts, if she be not absolutel y ugly, will al ways obtain

great po wer, raised by the w eakness of her sex; and in pr opor tion as

men acquir e vir tue and delic acy: by the e xertion o f r eason, they will

look f or both in w omen, but the y can onl y acquir e them in the same

way tha t men do.

In France or I taly have the w omen c onf ined themsel ves to

domestic lif e? thoug h the y have not hi ther to had a poli tic al

existenc e, yet, have they not illici tl y had gr eat sw ay? corrupting

themsel ves and the men wi th whose passions the y played? In shor t,

in wha tever lig ht I vie w the subje ct, r eason and experienc e convinc e

me, tha t the onl y method o f leading w omen to fulf il their pe culiar

duties, is to fr ee them fr om all r estr aint by allowing them to

par ticipa te the inher ent rig hts of mankind.

Make them fr ee, and the y will quickl y become wise and vir tuous,

as men become mor e so; for the impr ovement must be mutual, or

the justic e which one half o f the human r ace are oblig ed to submi t

to, r etor ting on their oppr essors, the vir tue o f man will be w orm-

eaten b y the inse ct whom he k eeps under his f eet.

Let men tak e their choic e, man and w oman w ere made for each

other , thoug h not to be come one being; and if the y will not impr ove

women, the y will depr ave them!

I speak of the impr ovement and emancipa tion o f the whole se x,

for I kno w tha t the beha viour o f a few w omen, who b y acciden t,

or f ollo wing a str ong ben t o f natur e, have acquir ed a por tion o f

knowledge superior to tha t o f the r est of their se x, has often be en
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over-be aring; but ther e have been instanc es of women who,

at taining kno wledge, have not disc arded modest y, nor ha ve they

always pedantic ally appeared to despise the ignor ance which the y

labour ed to disperse in their o wn minds. The e xclamations then

which an y advice respecting f emale learning, c ommonl y pr oduces,

especiall y fr om pr et ty women, o ften arise fr om envy. When the y

chance to see that even the lustr e of their e yes, and the f lippan t

spor tiv eness of r efined coquetr y will not al ways secur e them

at ten tion, during a whole e vening, should a w oman of a mor e

cultiv ated understanding ende avour to g ive a rational turn to the

conversation, the c ommon sour ce of consolation is, tha t such

women seldom g et husbands. W hat ar ts have I not se en sill y women

use to in terrupt b y FLIRTATION, (a very signif icant w ord to descri be

such a manoeu vre) a rational c onversation, which made the men

forget tha t the y were pret ty women.

But, allo wing wha t is very natur al to manÑtha t the possession

of r are abili ties is r eally calculated to e xci te over-w eening pride,

disgusting in both men and w omenÑin wha t a state o f inf eriori ty

must the f emale faculties ha ve ruste d when such a small por tion

of kno wledge as those women at taine d, who ha ve sneering ly been

terme d learned women, could be singular? S uf f icien tl y so to puf f

up the possessor , and exci te envy in her c ontempor aries, and some

of the other se x. Nay, has not a li t tle r ationali ty exposed many

women to the se verest censure? I advert to w ell kno wn-fac ts, for

I have fr equentl y heard women ridicule d, and every li t tle w eakness

exposed, onl y because they adopte d the ad vice of some me dical

men, and de viated fr om the be aten tr ack in their mode o f tr eating

their infan ts. I have actuall y heard this barbar ous aversion to

inno vation c arrie d still fur ther , and a sensible woman stigma tiz ed

as an unnatur al mother , who has thus be en wisel y solici tous to

preserve the he alth o f her childr en, when in the midst o f her c are

she has lost one b y some of the c asualties of infanc y which no

prudenc e can ward off. Her acquain tanc e have observed, tha t this

was the consequence of new-fang led notionsÑthe ne w-fang led

notions o f ease and cleanliness. And those who, pr etending to
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experienc e, thoug h the y have long adher ed to pr ejudic es that have,

according to the opinion o f the most sagacious ph ysicians, thinne d

the human r ace, almost r ejoiced at the disaster tha t gave a kind o f

sanction to pr escription.

Indeed, if i t w ere only on this ac count, the na tional e ducation

of women is o f the utmost c onsequence; for wha t a number o f

human sacrif ices are made to tha t moloch, pr ejudic e! And in ho w

many ways are childr en destr oyed by the lasciviousness o f man?

The want o f natur al affection in man y women, who ar e drawn fr om

their dut y by the admir ation o f men, and the ignor ance of others,

render the infanc y of man a much mor e perilous sta te than tha t o f

brutes; y et men ar e unwilling to plac e women in si tuations pr oper to

enable them to ac quir e suff icien t understanding to kno w ho w even

to nurse their babes.

So forcibly does this truth strik e me, that I w ould r est the whole

tendenc y of my reasoning upon i t; f or wha tever tends to

inc apacitate the ma ternal char acter , takes woman out o f her spher e.

But i t is vain to e xpect the pr esent r ace of weak mothers ei ther

to tak e that r easonable care of a childÕs body, which is ne cessary

to lay the f oundation o f a good consti tution, supposing tha t i t do

not suf fer f or the sins o f i ts fathers; or to manag e its temper so

judiciousl y tha t the child will not ha ve, as it gr ows up, to thr ow off all

that i ts mother , its f irst instruc tor , dir ectl y or indir ectl y taught, and

unless the mind ha ve uncommon vig our , womanish f ollies will stick

to the char acter thr oughout lif e. The weakness of the mother will

be visi ted on the childr en! And whilst w omen ar e educated to r ely

on their husbands f or judgmen t, this must e ver be the c onsequence,

for ther e is no impr oving an understanding b y halves, nor can any

being act wisel y fr om imi tation, be cause in every cir cumstanc e of

lif e ther e is a kind o f individuali ty, which r equir es an exertion o f

judgmen t to modif y general rules. The being who c an think justl y in

one tr ack, will soon e xtend i ts in telle ctual empir e; and she who has

suff icien t judgmen t to manag e her childr en, will not submi t rig ht or

wr ong, to her husband, or pa tien tl y to the social la ws which mak es

a nonenti ty of a wif e.
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In public schools w omen, to guar d against the err ors of ignor ance,

should be ta ught the elemen ts of anatom y and medicine, not onl y

to enable them to tak e proper c are of their o wn he alth, but to mak e

them r ational nurses o f their infan ts, par ents, and husbands; f or

the bills o f mor tali ty are swelled by the blunders o f self -wille d old

women, who g ive nostrums o f their o wn, wi thout kno wing an y thing

of the human fr ame. It is lik ewise pr oper , only in a domestic vie w, to

make women, acquain ted wi th the ana tom y of the mind, b y allowing

the sexes to associate tog ether in e very pursui t; and b y leading

them to obser ve the pr ogress of the human understanding in the

impr ovement o f the scienc es and arts; never f orget ting the scienc e

of mor ality, nor the stud y of the poli tic al histor y of mankind.

A man has been terme d a micr ocosm; and every famil y mig ht

also be called a state. States, i t is true, ha ve mostl y been governed

by arts tha t disgr ace the char acter o f man; and the w ant o f a just

consti tution, and e qual laws, have so perple xed the notions o f the

wor ldl y wise, tha t the y mor e than question the r easonableness of

contending f or the rig hts of humani ty. Thus mor ality, pollute d in

the na tional r eservoir , sends off str eams of vic e to c orrupt the

consti tuen t par ts of the bod y poli tic; but should mor e noble, or

rather mor e just principles r egulate the la ws, which oug ht to be the

governmen t o f socie ty, and not those who e xecute them, dut y mig ht

become the rule o f priv ate conduc t.

Besides, by the e xercise of their bodies and minds, w omen w ould

acquir e that men tal activi ty so necessary in the ma ternal char acter ,

uni ted wi th the f or ti tude tha t distinguishes ste adiness of conduc t

fr om the obstina te per verseness of weakness. For i t is dang erous

to advise the indolen t to be ste ady, because they instan tl y become

rig orous, and to save themsel ves tr ouble, punish wi th severi ty faults

that the pa tien t f or ti tude o f r eason might have prevented.

But f or ti tude pr esupposes str ength o f mind, and is str ength o f

mind to be ac quir ed by indolen t acquiescence? By asking advice

inste ad of exerting the judgmen t? By obeying thr ough fear, inste ad

of pr actising the f orbearance, which w e all stand in ne ed of

oursel ves? The conclusion which I wish to dr aw is ob vious; make
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women r ational cr eatur es and fr ee citiz ens, and the y will quickl y

become good wiv es, and mothers; tha t isÑif men do not neg lect the

duties o f husbands and fa thers.

Discussing the ad vantages which a public and priv ate education

combine d, as I have sketche d, mig ht r ationall y be expected to

produc e, I have dwelt most on such as ar e particular ly relativ e

to the f emale wor ld, because I think the f emale wor ld oppr essed;

yet the gangr ene which the vic es, engender ed by oppr ession have

produc ed, is not c onf ined to the morbid par t, but per vades society

at lar ge; so that when I wish to se e my sex become mor e like

mor al agents, my heart bounds wi th the an ticipa tion o f the g eneral

dif fusion o f tha t sublime c onten tmen t which onl y mor ality can

dif fuse.
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Chapter 13: Some Instances of
the Folly Which the
Ignorance of Women
Generates; With Concluding
Reflections on the Moral
Improvement that a
Revolution in Female
Manners Might Naturally be
Expected to Produce

Ther e are many follies, in some degr ee, peculiar to w omen: sins

against r eason, of commission, as w ell as of omission; but all f lowing

fr om ignor ance or pr ejudic e, I shall onl y poin t out such as appe ar to

be in jurious to their mor al character . And in animad verting on them,

I wish espe ciall y to pr ove, that the w eakness of mind and bod y,

which men ha ve endeavour ed by various motiv es to perpe tuate,

prevents their dischar ging the pe culiar dut y of their se x: for when

weakness of bod y will not permi t them to suckle their childr en, and

weakness of mind mak es them spoil their tempersÑis w oman in a

natur al state?
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SECTION 13.1.

One glaring instanc e of the w eakness which pr oceeds fr om

ignor ance, first claims a t ten tion, and c alls for severe reproof.

In this me tr opolis a number o f lur king le eches infamousl y gain

a subsistenc e by pr actising on the cr eduli ty of women, pr etending

to c ast nativi ties, to use the te chnic al phr ase; and many females

who, pr oud o f their r ank and f or tune, look do wn on the vulgar wi th

sovereign contempt, sho w by this cr eduli ty, that the distinc tion is

arbi tr ary, and tha t the y have not suf f icien tl y cultiv ated their minds

to rise abo ve vulgar pr ejudic es. Women, because they have not

been led to c onsider the kno wledge of their dut y as the one thing

necessary to kno w, or, to liv e in the pr esent momen t by the

dischar ge of i t, are very anxious to pe ep in to futuri ty, to le arn wha t

they have to expect to r ender lif e inter esting, and to br eak the

vacuum of ignor ance. I must be allo wed to e xpostula te seriousl y

wi th the ladies, who f ollo w these idle in ventions; f or ladies,

mistr esses of families, ar e not ashame d to driv e in their o wn

carriag es to the door o f the cunning man. And if an y of them should

peruse this w ork, I entr eat them to answ er to their o wn he arts the

follo wing questions, not f orget ting tha t the y are in the pr esence of

God.

Do you belie ve that ther e is but one God, and tha t he is po werful,

wise, and good?

Do you belie ve that all things w ere created by him, and tha t all

beings are dependen t on him ?

Do you r ely on his wisdom, so c onspicuous in his w orks, and in

your o wn fr ame, and are you convinc ed, tha t he has or dered all

things which do not c ome under the c ognizanc e of your senses, in

the same perf ect harmon y, to fulf il his designs?

Do you ackno wledge that the po wer of looking in to futuri ty and

seeing things tha t ar e not, as if the y were, is an at tri bute o f the

Creator? And should he, b y an impr ession on the minds o f his

creatur es, think f it to impar t to them some e vent hid in the shades
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of time, y et unborn, to whom w ould the se cret be r evealed by

imme diate inspir ation ? The opinion o f ages will answ er this

questionÑto r everend old men, to pe ople distinguishe d for eminen t

piety.

The or acles of old w ere thus deliv ered by priests de dicated to

the ser vice of the God, who w as supposed to inspir e them. The

glare of wor ldl y pomp which surr ounde d these impostors, and the

respect paid to them b y artful poli ticians, who kne w ho w to a vail

themsel ves of this useful eng ine to bend the ne cks of the str ong

under the dominion o f the cunning, spr ead a sacred mysterious

veil o f sancti ty over their lies and abomina tions. I mpr essed by such

solemn de votional par ade, a Greek or Roman lad y mig ht be excused,

if she inquir ed of the or acle, when she w as anxious to pr y in to

futuri ty, or inquir e about some dubious e vent: and her inquiries,

however contr ary to r eason, could not be r eckoned impious. B ut,

can the pr ofessors of Christiani ty ward off tha t imputa tion ? Can a

Christian suppose, tha t the fa vouri tes of the most H igh, the hig hly

favour ed would be oblig ed to lur k in disguise, and pr actise the most

dishonest tricks to che at sill y women out o f the mone y, which the

poor cr y for in v ain?

Say not tha t such questions ar e an insult to c ommon sense f or i t

is your o wn c onduc t, O ye foolish w omen! which thr ows an odium

on your sex! And these r ef lections should mak e you shudder a t your

thoug htlessness, and irr ational de votion, f or I do not suppose tha t

all of you laid aside y our r elig ion, such as i t is, when y ou enter ed

those m ysterious d wellings. Yet, as I have thr oughout suppose d

myself talking to ignor ant w omen, f or ignor ant ye are in the most

emphatic al sense of the w ord, i t w ould be absur d to r eason wi th

you on the egr egious f oll y of desiring to kno w wha t the S upr eme

Wisdom has concealed.

Probably you would not understand me, w ere I to a t tempt to sho w

you tha t i t w ould be absolutel y inc onsisten t wi th the gr and purpose

of lif e, that o f r endering human cr eatur es wise and vir tuous: and

that, w ere it sanctione d by God, i t w ould disturb the or der

establishe d in cr eation; and if i t be not sanc tione d by God, do y ou
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expect to he ar truth ? Can events be f oretold, e vents which ha ve not

yet assumed a body to be come subject to mor tal inspe ction, c an

they be foreseen by a vicious w or ldling, who pampers his appe ti tes

by pr eying on the f oolish ones?

Perhaps, however, you devoutl y believe in the de vil, and imag ine,

to shif t the question, tha t he ma y assist his votaries? but if r eally

respecting the po wer of such a being, an enem y to g oodness and

to God, c an you go to chur ch af ter ha ving been under such an

obligation to him. F rom these delusions to those still mor e

fashionable de ceptions, pr actised by the whole tri be of magnetisers,

the tr ansition is v ery natur al. With r espect to them, i t is equally

proper to ask w omen a few questions.

Do you kno w any thing o f the c onstruc tion o f the human fr ame?

If not, i t is pr oper tha t you should be told, wha t every child oug ht

to kno w, that when i ts admir able econom y has been disturbe d by

intemper ance or indolenc e, I speak not o f violen t disor ders, but o f

chr onic al diseases, it must be br ought in to a health y state again b y

slow degr ees, and if the func tions o f lif e have not be en materiall y

in jured, regimen, another w ord for temper ance, air, exercise, and a

few medicines pr escri bed by persons who ha ve studie d the human

body, are the onl y human me ans, yet disc overed, of r ecovering tha t

inestimable blessing he alth, tha t will be ar in vestigation.

Do you then belie ve, that these magne tisers, who, b y hocus pocus

tricks, pr etend, to w ork a mir acle, are delegated by God, or assiste d

by the sol ver of all these kind o f dif f icultiesÑthe de vil.

Do the y, when the y put to f light, as it is said, disor ders tha t have

baff led the po wers of medicine, w ork in c onformi ty to the lig ht o f

reason? Or do the y effect these w onderful cur es by superna tur al

aid?

By a communic ation, an adept ma y answer, wi th the w or ld of

spiri ts. A noble privileg e, it must be allo wed. Some of the ancien ts

mention familiar demons, who guar ded them fr om danger, by kindl y

intima ting ( we cannot guess in wha t manner ,) when any danger w as

nigh; or poin ted out wha t the y ought to under take. Yet the men

who laid claim to this privileg e, out o f the or der o f natur e, insiste d,
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that i t w as the r eward or c onsequence of superior temper ance and

piety. But the pr esent w orkers of wonders ar e not r aised above their

fellows by superior temper ance or sancti ty. They do not cur e for the

love of God, but mone y. These are the priests o f quack ery, thoug h i t

be true the y have not the c onvenien t expedien t o f selling masses f or

souls in pur gator y, nor chur ches, wher e they can display crutches,

and models o f limbs made sound b y a touch or a w ord.

I am not c onversant wi th the te chnic al terms, nor ini tia ted in to

the ar cana, ther efore I may speak impr oper ly; but i t is cle ar, that

men who will not c onform to the la w of r eason, and earn a

subsistenc e in an honest w ay, by degr ees, are very for tuna te in

becoming ac quain ted wi th such oblig ing spiri ts. We cannot, inde ed,

give them cr edi t f or ei ther gr eat sagacity or g oodness, else the y

would ha ve chosen mor e noble instrumen ts, when the y wishe d to

show themsel ves the benevolent friends o f man.

It is, however, li t tle shor t o f blasphem y to pr etend to such po wer.

>From the whole tenor o f the dispensa tions o f Providenc e, it

appears eviden t to sober r eason, that certain vic es produce certain

effects: and can any one so gr ossly insult the wisdom o f God, as to

suppose, tha t a mir acle will be allo wed to disturb his g eneral laws,

to r estor e to he alth the in temper ate and vicious, mer ely to enable

them to pursue the same c ourse wi th impuni ty? Be whole, and sin

no mor e, said Jesus. And are greater mir acles to be perf orme d by

those who do not f ollo w his f ootsteps, who he aled the bod y to r each

the mind?

The men tioning o f the name o f Christ, af ter such vile impostors

may disple ase some of my readersÑ I r espect their w armth; but le t

them not f orget, tha t the f ollo wers of these delusions be ar his name,

and pr ofess to be the disciples o f him, who said, b y their w orks

we should kno w who w ere the childr en of God or the ser vants of

sin. I allo w tha t i t is easier to touch the bod y of a saint, or to be

magnetised, than to r estr ain our appe ti tes or g overn our passions;

but he alth o f bod y or mind c an onl y be recovered by these me ans,

or w e make the Supr eme Judge partial and r evengeful.

Is he a man, that he should chang e, or punish out o f r esentmen t?
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HeÑthe c ommon fa ther , wounds but to he al, says reason, and our

irr egulari ties pr oducing c ertain c onsequences, we are forcibly

shown the na tur e of vic e; that thus le arning to kno w good fr om evil,

by experienc e, we may hate one and lo ve the other , in pr opor tion to

the wisdom which w e at tain. The poison c ontains the an tidote; and

we either r eform our e vil habi ts, and cease to sin against our o wn

bodies, to use the f orcible language of scriptur e, or a pr ematur e

death, the punishmen t o f sin, snaps the thr ead of lif e.

Here an awful stop is put to our inquiries. B ut, wh y should I

conceal my sentimen ts? Considering the a t tri butes o f God, I belie ve,

that wha tever punishmen t may follo w, will tend, lik e the anguish

of disease, to show the maligni ty of vic e, for the purpose o f

reforma tion. P ositiv e punishmen t appears so contr ary to the na tur e

of God, disc overable in all his w orks, and in our o wn r eason, that I

could sooner belie ve that the Dei ty paid no a t ten tion to the c onduc t

of men, than tha t he punishe d wi thout the bene volent design o f

reforming.

To suppose onl y, that an all-wise and po werful Being, as g ood

as he is great, should cr eate a being, f oreseeing, tha t af ter f if ty or

sixt y years of feverish existenc e, it w ould be plung ed in to ne ver

ending w oeÑis blasphem y. On what will the w orm f eed tha t is ne ver

to die ? On foll y, on ignor ance, say yeÑI should blush indignan tl y

at dr awing the na tur al conclusion, c ould I inser t i t, and wish to

wi thdr aw myself fr om the wing o f my God! On such a supposi tion,

I speak wi th r everence, he would be a c onsuming f ir e. We should

wish, thoug h vainly, to f ly fr om his pr esence when f ear absorbe d

love, and darkness involved all his c ounsels.

I kno w tha t man y devout pe ople boast o f submi t ting to the W ill o f

God blindl y, as to an arbi tr ary sceptr e or r od, on the same principle

as the Indians w orship the de vil. I n other w ords, like people in the

common c oncerns o f lif e, they do homag e to po wer, and cring e

under the f oot tha t can crush them. Ra tional r elig ion, on the

contr ary, is a submission to the will o f a being so perf ectl y wise,

that all he wills must be dir ected by the pr oper motiv eÑmust be

reasonable.
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And, if thus w e respect God, c an we give credi t to the m ysterious

insinua tions which insult his la ws? Can we believe, thoug h i t should

stare us in the fac e, that he w ould w ork a mir acle to authoriz e

confusion b y sanctioning an err or? Yet w e must ei ther allo w these

impious c onclusions, or tr eat wi th c ontempt e very pr omise to

restor e health to a dise ased body by superna tur al means, or to

foretell, the inciden ts tha t can only be foreseen by God.

SECTION 13.2.

Another instanc e of tha t f eminine w eakness of char acter , often

produc ed by a conf ined education, is a r omantic t wist o f the mind,

which has be en very pr oper ly terme d SENTIMENTAL.

Women, subjected by ignor ance to their sensa tions, and onl y

taught to look f or happiness in lo ve, refine on sensual f eelings,

and adopt me taph ysical notions r especting tha t passion, which le ad

them shamefull y to neg lect the duties o f lif e, and fr equentl y in the

midst o f these sublime r efinemen ts the y plung e into actual vic e.

These are the w omen who ar e amused by the r everies of the

stupid no velists, who, kno wing li t tle o f human na tur e, work up stale

tales, and descri be mer etricious sc enes, all retaile d in a sentimen tal

jargon, which e qually tend to c orrupt the taste, and dr aw the he art

aside fr om i ts dail y duties. I do not men tion the understanding,

because never having been exercised, i ts slumbering ener gies rest

inactiv e, like the lur king par ticles o f f ir e which ar e supposed

univ ersally to per vade mat ter .

Females, in fac t, denie d all poli tic al privileg es, and not allo wed,

as marrie d women, excepting in criminal c ases, a civil existenc e,

have their a t ten tion na tur ally dr awn fr om the in ter est of the whole

communi ty to tha t o f the minute par ts, thoug h the priv ate dut y

of any member o f socie ty must be v ery imperf ectl y perf orme d,

when not c onnected wi th the g eneral good. The mig hty business

of female lif e is to ple ase, and, restr ained fr om entering in to mor e
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impor tant concerns by poli tic al and civil oppr ession, sentimen ts

become events, and r ef lection de epens what i t should, and w ould

have effaced, if the understanding had be en allowed to tak e a wider

range.

But, c onf ined to trif ling emplo yments, the y natur ally imbi be

opinions which the onl y kind o f r eading calculated to in ter est an

innoc ent friv olous mind, inspir es. Unable to gr asp any thing gr eat, is

it surprising tha t the y f ind the r eading o f histor y a very dr y task, and

disquisi tions addr essed to the understanding, in toler ably tedious,

and almost unin tellig ible? Thus are they necessarily dependen t on

the no velist f or amusemen t. Yet, when I e xclaim against no vels,

I mean when c ontr asted wi th those w orks which e xercise the

understanding and r egulate the imag ination. For any kind o f r eading

I think be t ter than le aving a blank still a blank, be cause the mind

must r eceive a degree of enlar gement, and obtain a li t tle str ength

by a slight exertion o f i ts thinking po wers; besides, even the

produc tions tha t ar e only addr essed to the imag ination, r aise the

reader a li t tle abo ve the gr oss gratif ication o f appeti tes, to which the

mind has not g iven a shade of delic acy.

This obser vation is the r esult o f experienc e; for I ha ve known

several notable w omen, and one in par ticular , who w as a very good

womanÑas good as such a narr ow mind w ould allo w her to be,

who took c are that her da ughters ( thr ee in number ) should ne ver

see a novel. As she was a woman of for tune and fashion, the y had

various masters to a t tend them, and a sor t o f menial g overness to

watch their f ootsteps. From their masters the y learned how tables,

chairs, e tc. w ere called in French and I talian; but as the f ew books

thr own in their w ay were far above their c apacities, or de votional,

they nei ther ac quir ed ideas nor sentimen ts, and passed their time,

when not c ompelle d to r epeat W ORDS, in dressing, quarr elling wi th

each other , or conversing wi th their maids b y stealth, till the y were

brought in to c ompany as marriag eable.

Their mother , a widow, was busy in the me an time in k eeping up

her c onnexions, as she terme d a numer ous acquain tanc e lest her

gir ls should w ant a pr oper in tr oduc tion in to the gr eat w or ld. And
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these young ladies, wi th minds vulgar in e very sense of the w ord,

and spoile d tempers, en ter ed lif e puf fed up wi th notions o f their

own c onsequence, and looking do wn wi th c ontempt on those who

could not vie wi th them in dr ess and parade.

With r espect to lo ve, natur e, or their nurses, had tak en care to

teach them the ph ysical meaning o f the w ord; and, as they had few

topics o f conversation, and f ewer r efinemen ts of sentimen t, the y

expr essed their gr oss wishes not in v ery delic ate phr ases, when they

spoke freely, talking o f matrimon y.

Could these g ir ls have been in jured by the perusal o f novels? I

almost f orgot a shade in the char acter o f one o f them; she af fected

a simplici ty bor dering on f oll y, and wi th a simper w ould ut ter the

most immodest r emarks and questions, the full me aning o f which

she had learned whilst se clude d fr om the w or ld, and afr aid to spe ak

in her motherÕs presence, who governed wi th a hig h hand; the y were

all educated, as she pride d herself, in a most e xemplar y manner; and

read their chapters and psalms bef ore breakfast, never touching a

sill y novel.

This is onl y one instanc e; but I r ecollect man y other w omen who,

not le d by degr ees to pr oper studies, and not permi t ted to choose

for themsel ves, have indeed been overgrown childr en; or ha ve

obtaine d, by mixing in the w or ld, a li t tle o f wha t is terme d common

sense; that is, a distinc t manner o f seeing common oc curr ences, as

they stand de tached: but wha t deser ves the name o f in telle ct, the

power of gaining g eneral or abstr act ide as, or even in terme diate

ones, was out o f the question. Their minds w ere quiescent, and

when the y were not r oused by sensible objects and emplo yments of

that kind, the y were low-spiri ted, would cr y, or go to sleep.

When, ther efore, I advise my sex not to r ead such f limsy w orks,

it is to induc e them to r ead something superior; f or I c oincide in

opinion wi th a sagacious man, who, ha ving a daughter and nie ce

under his c are, pursued a very dif ferent plan wi th each.

The nie ce, who had c onsider able abili ties, had, bef ore she was

lef t to his guar dianship, be en indulg ed in desultor y reading. Her

he endeavour ed to le ad, and did le ad, to histor y and mor al essays;
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but his da ughter whom a f ond w eak mother had indulg ed, and who

consequentl y was averse to e very thing lik e applic ation, he allo wed

to r ead novels; and used to justif y his conduc t by saying, tha t if

she ever at taine d a relish f or r eading them, he should ha ve some

foundation to w ork upon; and tha t err oneous opinions w ere bet ter

than none a t all.

In fact, the f emale mind has be en so totall y neglected, tha t

knowledge was only to be ac quir ed fr om this mudd y sour ce, till fr om

reading no vels some women o f superior talen ts learned to despise

them.

The best me thod, I belie ve, that can be adopte d to c orr ect a

fondness f or no vels is to ridicule them; not indiscrimina tel y, for

then i t w ould ha ve li t tle ef fect; but, if a judicious person, wi th some

turn f or humour , would r ead several to a young g ir l, and poin t

out, both b y tones and apt c omparisons wi th pa the tic inciden ts

and her oic char acters in histor y, how foolishl y and ridiculousl y the y

caric atur ed human na tur e, just opinions mig ht be substi tute d

inste ad of r omantic sen timen ts.

In one r espect, ho wever, the majori ty of both se xes resemble, and

equally show a want o f taste and modest y. Ignor ant w omen, f orced

to be chaste to pr eserve their r eputa tion, allo w their imag ination

to r evel in the unna tur al and mer etricious sc enes sketche d by the

novel wri ters o f the da y, slighting as insipid the sober digni ty and

matr only grace of histor y,1whilst men c arr y the same vi tia ted taste

into lif e, and f ly for amusemen t to the w anton, fr om the

unsophistic ated charms o f vir tue, and the gr ave respectabili ty of

sense.

1.I am not no w alluding to tha t superiori ty of mind which

leads to the cr eation o f ideal beaut y, when lif e surveyed

wi th a pene tr ating e ye, appears a tr agi-c omedy, in which

li t tle c an be seen to satisf y the he art wi thout the help o f

fancy.
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Besides, the r eading o f novels makes women, and par ticular ly

ladies of fashion, v ery fond o f using str ong expr essions and

super lativ es in conversation; and, thoug h the dissipa ted ar tif icial

lif e which the y lead prevents their cherishing an y str ong leg itima te

passion, the languag e of passion in af fected tones slips f or ever

fr om their g lib tongues, and e very trif le pr oduces those phosphoric

bursts which onl y mimick in the dar k the f lame of passion.

SECTION 13.3.

Ignor ance and the mistak en cunning tha t natur e sharpens in w eak

heads, as a principle o f self -pr eservation, r ender w omen very fond

of dr ess, and produce all the v anity which such a f ondness may

natur ally be expected to g enerate, to the e xclusion o f emula tion and

magnanimi ty.

I agree wi th Rousseau, tha t the ph ysical par t o f the ar t o f pleasing

consists in ornamen ts, and f or tha t very reason I should guar d

gir ls against the c ontagious f ondness f or dr ess so common to w eak

women, tha t the y may not r est in the ph ysical par t. Yet, w eak are

the w omen who imag ine tha t the y can long ple ase without the aid o f

the mind; or , in other w ords, wi thout the mor al art o f pleasing. But

the mor al art, if i t be not a pr ofanation to use the w ord ar t, when

alluding to the gr ace which is an ef fect o f vir tue, and not the motiv e

of action, is ne ver to be f ound wi th ignor ance; the spor tiv eness of

innoc ence, so pleasing to r efined li ber tines o f both se xes, is widel y

dif ferent in i ts essence from this superior gr acefulness.

A strong inclina tion f or external ornamen ts ever appears in

barbar ous states, onl y the men not the w omen adorn themsel ves;

for wher e women ar e allowed to be so far on a le vel wi th men,

society has advanced at least one step in civiliza tion.

The at ten tion to dr ess, therefore, which has be en thoug ht a

sexual pr opensi ty, I think na tur al to mankind. B ut I oug ht to e xpr ess

myself wi th mor e precision. W hen the mind is not suf f icien tl y
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opened to tak e pleasure in r ef lection, the bod y will be adorne d wi th

sedulous c are; and ambi tion will appe ar in ta t tooing or pain ting i t.

So far is the f irst inclina tion c arrie d, tha t even the hellish y oke of

slavery cannot stif le the savage desire of admir ation which the black

heroes inheri t fr om both their par ents, for all the har dly-e arned

savings of a slave are commonl y expended in a li t tle ta wdr y f iner y.

And I have seldom kno wn a good male or f emale servant tha t w as

not par ticular ly fond o f dr ess. Their clothes w ere their riches; and

I argue fr om analog y, that the f ondness f or dr ess, so extr avagant in

females, arises fr om the same c auseÑwant o f cultiv ation o f mind.

When men me et the y converse about business, poli tics, or

li ter atur e; but, says Swif t, Òhow natur ally do w omen appl y their

hands to e ach others lappe ts and ruf f les.Ó And very natur al i t isÑ for

they have not an y business to in ter est them, ha ve not a taste f or

li ter atur e, and the y f ind poli tics dr y, because they have not ac quir ed

a love for mankind b y turning their thoug hts to the gr and pursui ts

that exalt the human r ace and pr omote g eneral happiness.

Besides, various ar e the paths to po wer and fame, which b y

acciden t or choic e men pursue, and thoug h the y jostle against e ach

other , for men o f the same pr ofession are seldom friends, y et ther e

is a much gr eater number o f their f ellow-cr eatur es with whom the y

never clash. But w omen ar e very dif ferentl y situated wi th r espect to

each other Ñfor the y are all riv als.

Before marriag e it is their business to ple ase men; and after ,

wi th a f ew exceptions, the y follo w the same sc ent, wi th all the

persevering per tinaci ty of instinc t. Even vir tuous w omen ne ver

forget their se x in c ompany, for the y are for ever tr ying to mak e

themsel ves AGREEABLE. A female beaut y and a male wi t, appear

to be equally anxious to dr aw the a t ten tion o f the c ompany to

themsel ves; and the animosi ty of contempor ary wi ts is pr overbial.

Is it then surprising, tha t when the sole ambi tion o f woman

centr es in beaut y, and in ter est gives vanity addi tional f orce,

perpe tual riv alships should ensue ? They are all running the same

race, and would rise abo ve the vir tue o f mor tals if the y did not vie w

each other wi th a suspicious and e ven envious eye.
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An immoder ate f ondness f or dr ess, for ple asure and for sw ay, are

the passions o f savages; the passions tha t oc cupy those unciviliz ed

beings who ha ve not y et extende d the dominion o f the mind, or

even learned to think wi th the ener gy necessary to c oncatenate

that abstr act tr ain of thoug ht which pr oduces principles. And tha t

women, fr om their e ducation and the pr esent sta te o f civiliz ed lif e,

are in the same c ondi tion, c annot, I think, be c ontr overted. To laugh

at them then, or sa tiriz e the f ollies o f a being who is ne ver to be

allowed to ac t fr eely fr om the lig ht o f her o wn r eason, is as absurd

as cruel; f or tha t the y who ar e taught blindl y to obe y authori ty, will

endeavour cunning ly to elude i t, is most na tur al and certain.

Yet le t i t be pr oved, tha t the y ought to obe y man implici tl y, and

I shall imme diatel y agree that i t is w omanÕs dut y to cultiv ate a

fondness f or dr ess, in order to ple ase, and a propensi ty to cunning

for her o wn pr eservation.

The vir tues, however, which ar e suppor ted by ignor ance, must

ever be w averingÑthe house built on sand c ould not endur e a

storm. I t is almost unne cessary to dr aw the inf erence. If women

are to be made vir tuous b y authori ty, which is a c ontr adiction in

terms, le t them be immur ed in ser aglios and w atche d wi th a jealous

eye. Fear not tha t the ir on will en ter in to their soulsÑ for the souls

that can bear such tr eatmen t ar e made of yielding ma terials, just

animated enoug h to g ive lif e to the bod y.

ÒMat ter too so ft a lasting mar k to be ar,

And best distinguish Õd by black, br own, or fair .Ó

The most cruel w ounds will o f course soon he al, and the y may still

people the w or ld, and dr ess to please manÑall the purposes which

certain c elebr ated wri ters ha ve allowed tha t the y were created to

f ill.

SECTION 13.4.

Women ar e supposed to possess mor e sensibili ty, and even
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humani ty, than men, and their str ong at tachmen ts and

instan taneous emotions o f compassion ar e given as proofs; but the

cling ing af fection o f ignor ance has seldom any thing noble in i t,

and may mostl y be resolved in to self ishness, as well as the af fection

of childr en and brutes. I ha ve known man y weak women whose

sensibili ty was entir ely engr ossed by their husbands; and as f or their

humani ty, it w as very fain t inde ed, or r ather i t w as only a tr ansient

emotion o f compassion, ÒHumani ty does not c onsist in a sque amish

ear,Ó says an eminen t or ator . ÒIt belongs to the mind as w ell as the

ner ves.Ó

But this kind o f exclusiv e affection, thoug h i t degr ade the

individual, should not be br ought f orward as a proof of the

inf eriori ty of the se x, because it is the na tur al consequence of

conf ined views: for even women o f superior sense, ha ving their

at ten tion turne d to li t tle emplo yments, and priv ate plans, r arely

rise to her oism, unless when spurr ed on b y love; and love as an

heroic passion, lik e genius, appears but onc e in an age. I ther efore

agree wi th the mor alist who asser ts, Òthat w omen have seldom so

much g enerosity as men;Ó and that their narr ow af fections, to which

justic e and humani ty are often sacrif iced, render the se x apparentl y

inf erior , especiall y as they are commonl y inspir ed by men; but I

contend, tha t the he art w ould e xpand as the understanding gaine d

str ength, if w omen w ere not depr essed fr om their cr adles.

I kno w tha t a li t tle sensi bili ty and gr eat w eakness will pr oduce a

str ong sexual at tachmen t, and tha t r eason must c ement friendship;

consequentl y I allo w, that mor e friendship is to be f ound in the male

than the f emale wor ld, and tha t men ha ve a higher sense of justic e.

The exclusiv e affections o f women seem inde ed to r esemble CatoÕs

most un just lo ve for his c ountr y. He wished to crush Car thage, not

to save Rome, but to pr omote i ts vain glor y; and in g eneral, it is

to similar principles tha t humani ty is sacrif iced, for genuine duties

suppor t each other .

Besides, how can women be just or g enerous, when the y are the

slaves of in justic e.
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SECTION 13.5.

As the r earing o f childr en, tha t is, the la ying a f oundation o f sound

health both o f bod y and mind in the rising g eneration, has justl y

been insiste d on as the pe culiar destina tion o f woman, the

ignor ance that inc apacitates them must be c ontr ary to the or der

of things. And I c ontend, tha t their minds c an take in much mor e,

and oug ht to do so, or the y will ne ver become sensible mothers.

Many men at tend to the br eeding o f horses, and o verlook the

management o f the stable, who w ould, str ange want o f sense and

feeling! think themsel ves degraded by paying an y at ten tion to the

nurser y; yet, ho w man y childr en are absolutel y mur dered by the

ignor ance of women! But when the y escape, and are neither

destr oyed by unnatur al negligence nor blind f ondness, how few are

managed pr oper ly wi th r espect to the infan t mind! So tha t to br eak

the spiri t, allo wed to be come vicious a t home, a child is sen t to

school; and the me thods tak en ther e, which must be tak en to k eep

a number o f childr en in or der, scat ter the se eds of almost e very vice

in the soil thus f orcibly torn up.

I have sometimes c ompar ed the strugg les of these poor childr en

who oug ht ne ver to ha ve felt r estr aint, nor w ould, had the y been

always held in wi th an e ven hand, to the despairing plung es of a

spiri ted f ill y, which I ha ve seen br eaking on a str and; i ts feet sinking

deeper and de eper in the sand e very time i t ende avour ed to thr ow

its rider , till a t last i t sullenl y submi t ted.

I have always found horses, an animal I am a t tached to, v ery

tr actable when tr eated wi th humani ty and steadiness, so that I

doubt whe ther the violen t me thods tak en to br eak them, do not

essentiall y in jure them; I am, ho wever, certain tha t a child should

never be thus f orcibly tamed after i t has in judiciousl y been allowed

to run wild; f or every viola tion o f justic e and reason, in the

tr eatmen t o f childr en, weakens their r eason. And, so early do the y

catch a char acter , that the base o f the mor al character , experienc e

leads me to inf er, is f ixed before their se venth y ear, the period
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during which w omen ar e allowed the sole manag ement o f childr en.

After wards it too o ften happens tha t half the business o f education

is to c orr ect, and very imperf ectl y is i t done, if done hastil y, the

faults, which the y would ne ver have acquir ed if their mothers had

had mor e understanding.

One striking instanc e of the f oll y of women must not be omi t ted.

The manner in which the y tr eat ser vants in the pr esence of childr en,

permi t ting them to suppose, tha t the y ought to w ait on them, and

bear their humours. A child should al ways be made to r eceive

assistance fr om a man or w oman as a favour; and, as the f irst lesson

of independenc e, they should pr actic ally be taught, by the e xample

of their mother , not to r equir e that personal a t tendanc e which i t

is an insult to humani ty to r equir e, when in he alth; and inste ad

of being le d to assume airs o f consequence, a sense of their o wn

weakness should f irst mak e them f eel the na tur al equali ty of man.

Yet, ho w fr equentl y have I indignan tl y heard servants imperiousl y

called to put childr en to be d, and sent away again and again,

because master or miss hung about mamma, to sta y a li t tle long er.

Thus made slavishly to a t tend the li t tle idol, all those most

disgusting humours w ere exhi bi ted which char acteriz e a spoiled

child.

In shor t, speaking o f the majori ty of mothers, the y leave their

childr en entir ely to the c are of servants: or , because they are their

childr en, tr eat them as if the y were li t tle demi-g ods, thoug h I have

always observed, tha t the w omen who thus idoliz e their childr en,

seldom sho w common humani ty to ser vants, or f eel the le ast

tenderness f or any childr en but their o wn.

It is, ho wever, these exclusiv e affections, and an individual

manner o f seeing things, pr oduced by ignor ance, which k eep

women f or ever at a stand, wi th r espect to impr ovement, and mak e

many of them de dicate their liv es to their childr en onl y to w eaken

their bodies and spoil their tempers, frustr ating also an y plan o f

education tha t a mor e rational fa ther ma y adopt; f or unless a

mother c oncurs, the fa ther who r estr ains will e ver be consider ed as

a tyrant.
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But, fulf illing the duties o f a mother , a woman wi th a sound

consti tution, ma y still k eep her person scrupulousl y neat, and assist

to main tain her famil y, if necessary, or by reading and c onversations

wi th both se xes, indiscrimina tel y, impr ove her mind. F or na tur e has

so wisely or dered things, tha t did w omen suckle their childr en,

they would pr eserve their o wn he alth, and ther e would be such an

inter val between the bir th o f each child, tha t w e should seldom se e

a house full o f babes. And did the y pursue a plan o f conduc t, and

not w aste their time in f ollo wing the fashionable v agaries of dr ess,

the manag ement o f their household and childr en need not shut

them out fr om li ter atur e, nor pr event their a t taching themsel ves

to a scienc e, wi th tha t ste ady eye which str engthens the mind, or

practising one o f the f ine ar ts tha t cultiv ate the taste.

But, visi ting to displa y f iner y, card playing, and balls, not to

mention the idle bustle o f morning trif ling, dr aw w omen fr om their

dut y, to r ender them insignif icant, to r ender them ple asing,

according to the pr esent acceptation o f the w ord, to every man,

but their husband. F or a r ound o f pleasures in which the af fections

are not e xercised, cannot be said to impr ove the understanding,

thoug h i t be err oneously called seeing the w or ld; yet the he art is

render ed cold and averse to dut y, by such a senseless inter course,

which be comes necessary fr om habi t, even when i t has ceased to

amuse.

But, till mor e equali ty be establishe d in socie ty, till r anks are

confounde d and w omen fr eed, we shall not se e that dignif ied

domestic happiness, the simple gr andeur o f which c annot be

relished by ignor ant or vi tia ted minds; nor will the impor tant task o f

education e ver be pr oper ly begun till the person o f a woman is no

longer pr eferr ed to her mind. F or i t w ould be as wise to e xpect corn

fr om tar es, or f igs fr om thistles, as tha t a foolish ignor ant w oman

should be a good mother .
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